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WOW! What an incredible start to the League year.  Thank you, 
all who attended, took part and planned.  We were SO inspired 
by the moving experiences of TLC.  We could feel the spirit of 
volunteerism moving through the room.  Just think of the HUGE 
impact JLM is having on those children and parents!  DIAD has 
made gigantic strides to find new and exciting partnerships with 
other non-profits.  We are looking forward to seeing what oth-
er non-profits are to come!  Charity Shopping Pass has a new 
and trendy look!  They have worked all summer preparing for a 
successful fundraiser this fall!  Webmaster/Yearbook Committee 
CONGRATS on all your efforts and hard work to make social me-
dia and internal/external league communication fabulous!

We ask you to reflect on our first half of the year.  What were your 
thoughts?  How did you feel after you left each meeting?  We as-
sure you that this will be an exciting year in our League!  I found 
this quote in a book I am reading called “Crazy Love”:

“…I’ll be one of those people who live to be history 
makers at a young age.  Oh, I’ll have moments, good 
and bad, but I’ll wipe away the bad and only remem-
ber the good.  In fact, that’s all I remember, just the 
good moments, nothing in between, just living my 
life to the fullest.  I’ll be one of those people who go 
somewhere with a mission, an awesome plan, a world-
changing plan, and nothing will hold me back. I’ll set 
an example for others, I‘ll pray for direction.” –Brooke 
Bronkowsk

We hope everyone strives to make an impact in the world, our 
community and our families.  JLM can help you become more, 
gain confidence, provide opportunities for meaningful relation-
ships, projects, and a sense of accomplishment.  Find what your 
passion is and ignite it!
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The Junior League of Monroe
2811 Cameron Street • Monroe, LA 71201
Office 318-322-3236 (Terri Arthur) 
Fax 318-322-3299
Office Hours: Mondays-Thursdays  • 8:30 am–2:30 pm
Website: www.jlmonroe.org
League Year: June 1, 2014- May 31, 2015



Our VisiOn  Through the power of 
our association, Junior Leagues strengthen 
communities by embracing diverse perspectives, 
building partnerships, and inspiring solutions.

Our MissiOn  The Junior League of 
Monroe is an organization of women committed 
to promoting volunteerism, developing the 
potential of women, and improving communities 
through the effective action and leadership of 
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable. 

Our PurPOse  We reach out to women 
of all races, religions, and national origins who 
demonstrate an interest in and a commitment to 
volunteerism. 

Our  HistOry  Since 1930, members 
of the Junior League of Monroe have devoted 
countless volunteer hours to meet the needs of 
the people and organizations of our community. 
Community leaders have always looked to the 
JLM for leadership in starting new community 
programs. As a result, the JLM has often been 
the catalyst that turned an idea into a success 
that benefitted many in our area. Here are a few 
examples of programs that we have started in 
recent years: Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA), Teen Screen, Shots for Tots, Teen Court, 
Operation Abstinence, and Project Child.

Red Cross • Salvation Army • YWCA • YMCA • Camp Fire Girls • March of Dimes • Crippled Children’s 
Clinic • Masur Museum • Louisiana Training Institute • Open Door Home • Easter Seals • Med-Camps • 
Suzuki Forum • Ronald McDonald House • Go Care • United Way • Our House • Girl Scouts • Christian 
Community Ministries • New Horizon’s Boy Scout Camp • Tri-District Boys’ Club • Twin City Ballet • 
Strauss Theatre • Monroe Symphony • Northeast Louisiana Children’s Museum • Susan G. Komen 
Foundation • Women’s Wellness Coalition • West Monroe Community Center • Monroe Housing 
Authority • Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana • City of Monroe Beautification Board • Extra 
Mile • Friends of ULM Library • Friends of Monroe Civic Center • Little Theatre’s Young Troupe • 
Louisiana Folk Life Festival • Monroe Chamber of Commerce • Ouachita Valley Historic Preservation 
Society • Partners in Education • West Monroe/West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce • Habitat for 
Humanity •  The Center for Women & Children

partnering for a better community

in
 e

v
e

r
y

 i
s

s
u

e

Association Prayer
We pray that we will never be so blind
that our small world is all we ever see.

Or so supremely satisfied
that what we are is all we ever hope to be.
Grant us the joy of filling someone’s need.

Make us gracious followers,
make gracious those who lead.

And more than all we pray,
that through the years, we will remember

there are always new frontiers.
Amen.

Junior League 
of Monroe
Community 

Projects
Education Task Force

Families Can’t Wait
Tools and Literacy for 

Children (TLC)
Done-in-a-Day

about JLM
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As we reflect on our first issue of Charlons it occurred to us what an amazing 
organization full of leaders the Junior League of Monroe is.  We hope that as you sit 
and read this issue, you reflect on the light we are to this community and the impact 
JLM has on each of you.  And as we embark on this new League year, we want you 
to remember that each of us has the chance to make a difference not only in our 
community but in the lives of each person we meet.  Similar to how fire forges iron, 
JLM develops and strengthens each of us to be better versions of ourselves.  We can 
take what we have learned and use what we have experienced to be better moms, 
friends, citizens, employees… From the opportunities to serve women through 
engaging DIAD projects to the wide–ranging opportunities to touch teachers and 
students, our organization is a powerful force in the Twin Cities; these moments, 
projects, and opportunities are sparks to ignite positive changes within each of us 
and our community.  
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We have a lot to offer in the pages of this 
issue; information on what has happened over 
this summer and through the fall, articles on 
successes achieved and plans for the coming 
year.  We have tried, in our first issue as editors, 
to be true to the roots of our organization.  We 
incorporated old favorites in this issue and also 
continued down the path of or predecessors, 
bringing reader friendly content and journalistic-
styled information.  We are proud to have secured 
ads which make the full color layout fiscally 
sound.  We are working to increase distribution in 
the coming months and hope to see Charlons in 
homes and businesses across the area.  We know 
JLM is a strong organization, and we hope that 
through increased distribution we can enhance 
and strengthen our community image and our 
impact.

We hope you enjoy your magazine and are 
looking forward to an exciting year!
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Advertise in Charlons
Support the League, grow your business, 
and advertise in Charlons!  Effective and 
affordable advertising with the Junior 
League of Monroe.

Please address all advertising space and 
rate queries to the Fund Development 
committee at jrleague@centurytel.net. 

Cover photograph by: Albritton Photography

Charlons Committee
Angela Grubbs, Chair/Co-Editor

Joann Powell, Asst. Chair/Co-Editor
Reporters:

Jennifer Donald, Christina Elahi, 
Brittney Hayes, Amanda May, 
Rachel Niblett, Christy White

Submit information, articles, and photos, 
for publication in the NEXT issue of 
Charlons! JLM.Charlons@gmail.com

advertisers
Community Trust Bank 2
Albritton Photography 6
Albritton Photography 6
Younique Make-up 29
Majure Physical Therapy

Glenwood Regional Medical Center 37
Moss Eyecare 38
Lefebvre Veterinary Medical Center 

Louisiana Delta Community College 43
St. Francis Medical Center 44

The Charlons staff encourages you to thank our 
advertisers and patronize them.
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You are here not merely to make a living. You are here in 
order to enable the world to live more amply, with greater 

vision, with a finer spirit of hope and achievement. You are 
here to enrich the world and you impoverish yourself if you 

forget that errand. ~ Woodrow Wilson
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Admissions Takes Active Role in 
Recruiting New Membership
The Admissions Committee invited potential new 
members to the JLM general meeting in November.  It 
was a wonderful opportunity for those women to find out 
more about the League.  The Admissions Committee loves 
being the starting point for new members, because they 
ultimately help strengthen the Junior League of Monroe.  
Admissions had the pleasure of introducing a great group 
of women to join the League as Provisional members.  The 
committee is excited to see the qualities each of these 
new ladies brings to our organization.  Women interested 
in joining the League can view our new website for more 
information about the League, including the eligibility 
requirements.
Katherine Flowers, Admissions Chair.

“I am looking forward to seeing firsthand 
the wonderful women that are brought 
forth to be members of our league. It 

will be very exciting to see the wonderful 
assets they all will be.”  

- Katherine Flowers

Shop, Save, Serve
The Charity Shopping Pass Committee used the 
summer to get a jump start on this year’s event.  
They hired and worked alongside a graphic 
design artist to create a new brochure with a 
brand new logo.  The reworked logo presented 
an innovative look and a fresh approach to the event.  For the 2014-
2015 year the event was reworked as “Shop, Save, Serve”, a week-long 
savings pass for purchases with local merchants.  The committee 

Charity Shopping Pass Committee (l to r): Allison Earl, Leigh Liles, 
Therese Nagem, Lillian Paxton, Stephanie Bryant

collaborated with the Marketing and PR Committee 
in a media blitz to raise community awareness of 
the “Shop, Save, Serve” fundraiser.  This event is a 
relatively new of revenue stream for the JLM, with 
not only high income potential but additionally 
offers another opportunity for The League to raise 
community awareness of JLM.  The committee 
worked hard to assure its success; Shop, Save, Serve 
helps fund League community projects, member 
training, and administrative expenses.   

Ashley Fisher Norred, a committee member said 
that she has “enjoyed being a part of the Charity 
Shopping Pass committee this year because it’s 
given me a chance to work with local small business 
owners.  This is a great way for the businesses to 
grow their customer base and keep sales dollars 
local, which enriches our entire community.”

This year’s shopping pass discount card allowed 
participants to save at their favorite boutiques, 
restaurants, and over 50 retailers.  “Our committee is 
so excited about our 2014 vendors!  We truly believe 
that this is going to be the best year for the Charity 
Shopping Pass!”  - Allison Earl 

The committee is still crunching the numbers but 
is very excited to share specifics on the success of 
“Shop, Save, Serve” with JLM.



C
H

A
R

LO
N

S
 —

 f
a

ll
/w

in
te

r 
2

0
1

4
in

 e
v

e
r

y
 i

s
s

u
e

8

The Bulletin Board is for you! Please send us photos of noteworthy events along with a description of the 
event to be featured on the JLM Bulletin Board. See page 5 for information about submissions.

Babies in Bloom

Baby shower honoring Jessica Metts 
and her sweet twin girls.

Angela Grubbs, Shannon Pittard, and Ashley West. At West Monroe High School sitting on a professional board to answer questions to Shannon’s class about our careers.

FIND THE MATCH!! 
To celebrate this year’s theme of Igniting Your 

Passion, we are hiding an image of a match in 

each issue. Find the match, and you could win a 

prize! Simply email us at our NEW email address, 

JLM.Charlons@gmail.com, with the page number 

where you found the match.
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Tell Charlons about your travels,

family outings, or fun things you

do with JLM friends and family!

Send email and pics to

Angela Grubbs: angela_grubbs@me.com

Cottage Meetings…Coming up in January.
Congratulations!

Ashley K. West and Amy Price Sawyer for being named to Delta Business Top 20 Under 40Young Professionals for 2014 and to Provisional Member Colandra Smith for her 
Honorable Mention.

Ashley also received the 2014 James M. Shipp, Jr. Memorial Young Business Leader of the Year.

Don’t Forget!
Sign up for

DIAD shifts!

Welcome
Bethany Stinson to JLM 

joining us from the JL of Baton Rouge

Need to upda
te your mail

ing 

address?  Yo
u can now do

 it 

online at ww
w.jlmonroe.o

rg 
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Jennifer Goodwin Ables, President

Jennifer became a member of the Junior League of Monroe in 2009.  
To date, she has served in multiple roles including Kids in the 
Kitchen Chair 2010-2012, Community VP 2012-13, President 
Elect 2013-14, Placement & Nominating 2013-14, Spring Din-
ner Committee Chair 2013-14, Spring Dinner Committee 
2012-13, Endowment Trustee 2013-15, Endowment Grant 
Committee 2013-15, Research/Planning Council 2013-15, 
and Community Council 2010-13.

Jennifer is married to Brandon and is the mother of Jenna, 
13, John Rome, 10, & Jace, 3.  She is active in her church, 
University church, and loves community outreach and supports 
domestic and international missions.  Jennifer is involved in her 
community serving as President of the parent organizations, PALS, at 
West Ridge Middle School, the Monroe Garden Club, a local fitness expert, 
and volunteers her time with other non-profit boards and worthy causes.

Jennifer graduated from Ouachita Parish High School in 1993 and attended the University of Louisiana at Monroe pursuing a 
Bachelors of Arts in Psychology and Master of Science in Exercise Science.  She worked in the pharmaceutical industry for 8+ 
years and won numerous product sales/growth awards and recognition.  Jennifer has also worked in the fitness industry for 18+ 
years and still trains individuals to run half, full, and ultra-marathons and teaches fitness at a local gym.  She has accepted a new 
role in education, teaching Gifted Math & Science at Claiborne Elementary.  Jennifer was honored to be recognized as Who’s Who 
among Professional Women in 2009.

Jenny Hopkins Pankey, President-Elect

Jenny Hopkins Pankey grew up in Tallulah but came to Monroe as soon as she 
graduated from high school at Tallulah Academy.  She attended NLU from 1992-

1997 where she received her bachelor’s degree. Jenny has been in the dental field 
for the last 14 years and currently a dental assistant for Dr. Tim Perry. Jenny has 
been married to BJ Pankey since 2005.  They have 4 children (Jamen 20, Justin 
17, Christopher 14 & Ella 7).  

A member since 2009, Jenny has served the Junior League of Monroe in many 
capacities.   Jenny joined so that she could volunteer with other outreach 
programs that she may not necessarily have volunteered with on her own. 
Jenny’s favorite placement has been the work she did on the Provisional 

Committee.   She loves this committee and feels that the excitement of our new 
members who are eager to learn, serve, lead and form relationships is contagious.  

Those same relationships, with women who have the same passions that she does, 
will always strengthen her love for JLM.

Jenny is an active member in North Monroe Baptist Church; she volunteers with Jesus the 
Good Shepherd School, St. Fredrick’s high School, NELSA, several nonprofits in our community and 

enjoys coaching softball.  Jenny is proud to be a member of the Junior League of Monroe because of the training, servant 
leadership and our common bond to help make a positive change in our community.
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Ashley West,  Financial Vice President

A native of Monroe, Ashley West attended Ouachita Christian School (Class of ‘98) 
and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics and Political Science from the 
University of Mississippi. After graduating from Ole Miss, she moved home to 
Monroe and began her career with Progressive Bank where she is a lender in the 
Private Banking division. A member of the 2007-2008 Provisional class, Ashley 
has served the JLM as a member of the Marketing and PR Committee, Chairman 
of the Fund Development Committee, and Fund Development VP. 

Ashley is married to Frederick West, and they have one son, Hayes. Frederick and 
Ashley are active members of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. In addition to 
her work with the JLM, she volunteers for the United Way of Northeast Louisiana, 
the Children’s Advocacy Center, and the Northeast Louisiana American Red Cross. 
Ashley is also a member of the Monroe Garden Club, serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Northeast Louisiana Arts Council, and serves as Vice President for the Northeast 
Louisiana Ole Miss Alumni Club. Her favorite activity is spending time with her family; avid 
sports fans, Frederick and Ashley are always cheering for their two favorite teams—the Ole 
Miss Rebels and the New Orleans Saints!

One of her favorite quotes is “If not you, then who?” Ashley views philanthropy as a responsibility as opposed to a choice, and 
she is grateful for the opportunity to serve. The JLM has helped Ashley learn and grow as a volunteer.  Ashley says that it is a 
joy to work with such talented, capable women all striving toward common goals—touching lives, improving community, and 
ultimately making a difference.

Tomi Tharp, Assistant Financial Vice President

Tomi Tharp lives in Monroe and has a sweet dog named Dora who she adopted from a 
local shelter.  Tomi attended St. Frederick High School. She earned a Bachelor of Science 

in Pharmacy and her Master’s in Business Administration from ULM.  Tomi currently lives 
in West Monroe and works as a pharmacy supervisor over the Outpatient Pharmacy at 
University Health Conway in Monroe. She has worked there for 24 years. Tomi loves her 
profession and being able to help others. 

Tomi attends Clark Springs Baptist Church in West Monroe.  She has been on the Board 
of Directors of the Northeast Louisiana affiliate of Susan G. Komen for 6 years. Tomi is a 
former Race for the Cure chair and love that funds raised through this organization stay in 

our local area to offer breast cancer screening and education.  Tomi loves to read as well as 
sew, quilt and embroider.  The beach is her favorite vacation spot because “There’s nothing 

like reading a book and relaxing while listening to the sound of the waves.”

Tomi joined JLM in 2010 because she was impressed with Spring Market as well as the community 
projects and wanted to be involved. One of her friends encouraged her to join and sponsored her for 

membership. Tomi has met some incredible ladies through the organization and made friendships that 
will last a lifetime while serving in our community. Tomi’s favorite placement has been chairing the Spring Market Committee 
for two years. She loves the event and enjoyed working with the merchants each year.

“I am so motivated by all the great women who volunteer so much time to make this organization successful. I also think we 
do great things in the community and our history is evidence of that.”
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Jodee Bruyninckx, Fund Development Vice President

Jodee is married to Dr. Kyle Bruyninckx.  They have one handsome son, Joe.  Jodee grew 
up in Monroe and still resides here today.  Jodee is a part time stay at home mom, part 

time In-House Counsel for her family’s company, and a part time Finance Director 
for a Congressional Campaign.  She attended Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge, where she received her Bachelor’s in English and a minor in History.  Then 
she went on to earn her Juris Doctor from Tulane Law School.  Jodee and her 
family are active members of Covenant Presbyterian Church.  Jodee is also on the 
Northeast Louisiana Red Cross Board of Directors.  

Jodee first joined the Junior League of Shreveport in 2008, and then transferred to 
the Monroe League in 2011.  When Jodee was newly married, new to Shreveport 

and her husband was busy in residency, she was searching for a way to get involved 
in the community and meet new friends; the Junior League was a great way to do 

this.  Jodee really enjoyed her first placement upon transferring to Monroe with the TLC 
Committee. She loved being a part of the great work our League does in the community. 

The children they served were eager to learn and hungry for their time and attention and she 
feels that they had a very positive impact at that school.  

Jodee notes that “Simply working with so many talented, committed and hard working women who have a passion for 
their families, their faith and their community” inspires her to stay active and engaged even when the pressures and stresses 
of everyday life creep in.  Jodee feels that we are blessed to be in a position to help others and believes we are called to do 
so. “Being a member of the Junior League helps us to connect with each other and with our community in a way that not 
all volunteer organizations allow for...the League is just special in that way.”

Mandy Green, Membership Development Vice President

Mandy was raised in Calhoun, Louisiana and still lives there today.  She is married 
to John Green and together they have a daughter, Sarah, who is a freshman at 
ULM.  They also have a dog Ruby, who is ten.  She earned a bachelor’s degree 
from ULM, a Master of Education degree from Louisiana Tech, and a masters 
+30 certification from ULM.  She is an administrator at West Monroe High 
School and currently oversees scheduling and academic programs for the 
school.  Mandy also serves on the Scholars’ Banquet Task Force and is a 
member of St. Paschal’s Catholic Church.  When Mandy is not working, 
she enjoys reading, spending time with her family, and watching shameful 
amounts of TV.  

Mandy joined the Junior League in 2010 and has served as a member and 
chair of the Education Task Force Committee.  She loves this committee because 
it helps students achieve their goals of being successful and helps teachers bring 
awesome educational experiences to their students!  Mandy is fired up about the JLM 
because “By empowering our members to improve our community, we empower others to do the 
same—what an awesome thing to ignite a chain reaction of service to others.”
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Melissa Kiper, Communications Vice President

Melissa was born and raised in West Monroe and still lives there today.  She has 2 furry 
children, Biscuit (11 years old) and Cooper (7 years old).  She graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Marketing from LA Tech, a master’s in Business Administration from 
ULM, went back to LA Tech and completed requirements for her teaching certificate, 
and then received a Masters +30 from ULM.  She currently teaches in the business 
department at West Monroe High School.  She is also a group fitness instructor at 
The Wellness Center, owns Wannabes, a mobile paint party business, works as the 
business manager for Cottonland Skeet, Trap, and Helice Gun Club and is a Younique 
makeup independent presenter. She is a member of Ridge Avenue Baptist Church.  
She volunteers with the Miss Louisiana Organization, where she is a dorm and 
backstage hostess.  Melissa is a member of the Ouachita Women’s Tennis Association 
where she competitively plays in the singles division.  She is also a member of the ULM, 
LA Tech, and Kappa Delta Alumni Associations.  She loves to run and has participated 
in numerous 5Ks, 10Ks, and completed 3 Half Marathons in Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Texas. She volunteered and coordinated aid stations for the 1st annual Dirty South Racing 
Marathon held this October. 

Melissa joined JLM in 2011 and has been a member of and co-chaired the Charlons Committee. 
Melissa says that she loved her placement with the magazine because “it let me live my dream of 
becoming a magazine editor and taught me so much about publications.  I believe it even helped me land my job 
as the yearbook and newspaper advisor at WMHS!” Melissa says she is able to stay fired up about the League because 
she knows we’re making an impact in this community, empowering women to become leaders, and making lasting 
friendships with like-minded women along the way.

Heather Aulds Guillot, Community Vice President

Heather Aulds Guillot and her husband Rick live in West Monroe.  They have two 
handsome boys, Brady (6) and Jack (3).  Heather attended Louisiana Tech for two 

years, and then graduated from ULM with a bachelor’s in General Studies with a 
concentration in Social Science.  Heather currently is a realtor for Remax Premier 
Realty.  She attends church at First West.

Heather is on the board of the Children’s Museum, volunteers for the American 
Cancer Society and Big Whit Foundation.  She is also a part of the Rebel Club 
and the West Monroe High School foundation.  

Heather enjoys painting and decorating in her free time.  She also loves to run 
and do crossfit.  Heather gives 110% in anything and everything she does.

Heather has been a member of the Junior League since 2010. When asked why 
she joined the League Heather said, “I love the bond that all the members form, 

almost like a sorority. It also gives me an outlet to be heard in the community and get 
more involved”.  Heather’s favorite placement so far was being the co-chair of Charlons.  

What keeps Heather fired up about the League is getting to be with ladies that share her 
same passions.
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Ashley Joiner, Research & Development Vice President

Ashley Joiner is from West Monroe and currently still resides there.  Ashley is married 
to Billy Joiner and together they have two children Harper (7) and Belle (5).  They 

are expecting their third child January 2015.  Ashley graduated from University 
of Louisiana at Monroe with a bachelor’s degree in General Studies and 
master’s degree in Teaching.  She currently teaches special education at Drew 
Elementary.  Ashley attends First United Methodist Church in West Monroe.  

Ashley joined the Junior League in 2010.  She joined because she wanted to 
be involved with a group of women passionate about helping others in our 
community.  Ashley’s favorite placement was Spring Market chair.  “Although 

planning and putting in motion the League’s largest fundraiser involved 
countless volunteer hours over many months for both the chairs and committee 

members, it was a very worthwhile experience. Not only did I form several new 
lifelong friendships along the way, I really learned about the importance of Spring 

Market and what it allows our League to do within the community. I was able to 
witness firsthand the awesome shopping experience we offer people in the community 

and understand how the money raised through the event is spread out among our different 
committees each League year to help provide for those in need that we are able to reach through 

our many projects.”  What fires Ashley up about the League is seeing and hearing about all the good JLM does for 
others which keeps her wanting to do more!

Miranda Kay Moss, Corresponding Secretary

Miranda is a native of Farmerville, La and a 1996 graduate of Cedar Creek School in Ruston, LA.  She 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 2000 and a Master of Science degree in Communicative 
Disorders / Speech-Language Pathology in 2002 both from the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe. Miranda has been employed by Cornerstone Rehabilitation, Ouachita Parish 
Schools, Humble Independent School District and Bossier Parish Schools.  She is a Louisiana 
licensed and nationally certified speech pathologist.  She is a member of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA), Speech Pathologists and Audiologists in 
Louisiana (SPALS), and the Louisiana Speech-Language-Hearing Association (LSHA).

Miranda is married to Minden native, Jody Moss, who is a third generation optometrist.  
Together they own and operate Moss Eyecare in Monroe, LA.  They have been married for 
14 years and have two daughters, Mary-Kate, six years old and Lauren, nearly two years old.  
Miranda and her family are members of North Monroe Baptist Church.

Miranda joined the Junior League of Monroe as a Provisional in 2009.  She served as Editor 
and Chair of Charlons magazine.  She was the recipient of the JLM Volunteer of the Year 
award for 2012.  Miranda was a member of the Education Task Force committee from 2012-
2014.  She currently serves on the Junior League Board as the Corresponding Secretary.  She 
is also serving as a member of the Twin City Ballet Board of Directors.  Miranda’s favorite quote 
regarding volunteering is from Kerri Wall’s various presentations to the League: “The purpose of life 
is not to be happy, but to matter, to be productive, to be useful-to have it make some difference that you 
have lived at all.” Leo Roston
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Meet Your 2014-2015 Board
Cydni Hanks, Nominating & Placement Chair

Cydni Hanks is from West Monroe and married to Kevin Hanks.  She has three handsome 
stepsons, Keelan, Connor and Cameron.  Cydni attended and graduated Louisiana 
State University with a degree in Marketing, and she is employed by CenturyLink 
as a Marketing Lead Analyst.  She’s been with the company for six years.  Cydni 
joined the League in 2009.  She was very interested in seeing firsthand how this 
organization contributes so much to our community and meeting new people.  
Cydni has been on Spring Market and Provisional Committee before serving on 
the Board of Directors for Nominating and Placement.  She would have to say her 
favorite placement to date was chairing the Provisional Committee.  She was able to 
meet so many wonderful, selfless women and have a direct influence on their perspective 
of what the League is and how it serves our area.  Cydni thinks what keeps her fired up about the 
League would have to be all the friends she has made along the way and feels there are so many inspiring women within 
our League, it’s an honor to a part of something so special!

Jan Mattingly, Advisory Planning Chair

Jan Mattingly is a native of West Monroe and is married to wonderful husband of 28 years, Dale. 
Together they have 7 children, 13 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.  Jan is a proud 

graduate of West Monroe High School where she was a Rebel Raider. She then attended 
NLU (ULM) and graduated with a bachelor’s and master’s degree, along with a plus 30 all 
in Education. There, Jan cheered on the football team as a dance line “Warbonnet” and 
the basketball team as a “Ten Little Indian”.  Dale owns and operates several “Wash World” 
washaterias and car washes in Monroe, West Monroe and Jonesboro.  Much of Jan & Dale’s 
life revolves around family whether watching grandkids preform, riding Sea Doos at their 
Caney Lake Home, or swimming at their West Monroe home their family is at the center of 
all they do.  At any given time, Jan may be found behind a camera since she is vigilant in 
her pursuit of recording every memorable moment! 

Jan and Dale are members of First Baptist Church of West Monroe where they have taught 
Vacation Bible School, Sunday School and RAs. Jan’s favorite hymn is “Surely the Presence” (of 

the Lord is in this place). 

During her 20 years as an Educator with Ouachita Parish Schools, Jan taught learning disabled 
students, 4th grade and gifted students.  Jan has been a Realtor for over 29 years where she worked 

in her Mother’s business, Evelyn Blackmon, Inc. Realtors and since 1999 at Coldwell Banker Group One Realty in West 
Monroe.  In fact, now she is joined by her daughter who is also a Realtor.  Jan’s professional designations and awards include 
Graduate Realtors Institute, Certified Residential Specialist, Certified Exchange Advisor, Accredited Buyers Representative as 
well as a member of the local, state and national Realtor associations, 2013 International Diamond Society (Top 15% of all 
Realtors Internationally), Diamond Honor Society, Silver Agent of the Year, and 2012 “Top Gun” #1 Realtor out of 100 + Realtors 
at Coldwell Banker Group One Realty. 

Becoming a member of Junior League of Monroe has been on Jan’s Bucket List for some time and she has been honored to 
serve as Tour of Kitchens Co-Chair, Spring Market Chair 2 years, House & Arrangements 2 years, and on the Board of Directors 
as Secretary as well as Advisory and Planning Chair for this year.  That makes seven active years with Jan’s favorite placement 
as Spring Market Chair; she loves to decorate for all holidays, parties, etc., Shop ‘Til You Drop and just have fun!  Jan says “It’s 
exciting to know that each new JLM member brings a fresh, new perspective to our efforts of serve this community in a 
momentous way!!”
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Kerri Wall, Sustainer Advisor

Kerri is married to Doug Wall and they have two children, Chelsie Oellermann and husband Brad, 
and Ross Wall.  She is also a proud grandmother to her 1 year old grandson, Brooks William 

Oellermann.  She has lived in West Monroe her entire life.

Kerri is a member of New Life Wesleyan Church and has served on the board, sings on the 
praise and worship team and has been the Youth Leader, along with her husband, for 31 
years.  She also serves on the board of Life Choices, member of the Monroe Garden Club, 
and is a sustainer of the Junior League of Monroe.

Kerri’s favorite activity is spending time with her family which means traveling to Dallas 
frequently because both of her children live there.  She also enjoys helping people in any 

way they need her help. “I think it is so important to encourage and help anyone that God 
places in your path.”

Kerri’s provisional year was 1996 and she chaired GUS (Growing Up Strong) Camp for two years, 
served a double placement when the League began CASA, served on the Operation Abstinence 

Committee, and chaired TLC.  She also served on the Board as Membership VP (2006), President-Elect 
(2007) and President (2008-2009).  She loved the League so much that she stayed an active and chaired TLC 

and went Sustainer in 2011.  She served as Sustainer Advisor last year for Denise and was honored to fill that role again 
this year. 

Kerri has loved every placement she has ever had and considers all her years in the League a great experience.  “I have 
made so many lifelong friends, learned so much about leadership, and believe in the mission of the League.  Our 
community is positively impacted and people’s lives are touched in many different ways because the women of the 
League care about them.  We are willing to use our time, talents, resources, and knowledge to make our world a better 
place and it is working! I will always be a proud sustainer and supporter of the Junior League of Monroe!”

Meet Your 2014-2015 Board

The Webmaster / Directory Committee had a busy summer ramping up our 
presence on social media, and completing a redesign of our JLM website.  
The new website is much more user friendly, which we hope brings more 
people.  Each person visiting the site will be able to see all the activities 
and charities the League participates in.  The committee has worked hard 
toward adding useful features, including a feature to allow payment through 
the website.  Members can pay for things such as membership fees and 
the general public or membership can purchase and pay for events like the 
Charity Shopping Pass and Spring Market Tickets.  The committee has also 

updated information on the site so that it now offers contact 
information on Charity Shopping Pass Merchants, Charlons 
Advertisers, and Spring Market Vendors.  The committee 
updated the directories to include the most recent contact 

information and picture for each member, including 
Provisionals.  Requirements have now been added 
to each member profile, allowing everyone to check 
what has been completed and what needs to be done 
throughout the year.  The committee is really excited to 
make the site both user friendly and useful, providing 
tools to help every committee, board member and 

all Actives and Provisionals with the information they 
need.

Cherry Coon, Webmaster/Directory Chair

Online and
             On Fire

Webmaster/Directory Committee (l to r):
______________, Cherry Coon, Chair; Mary Kathryn Barham, 
Sarah Morse
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V isit our website for the latest on the
Junior League’s Projects!jlmonroe.org

See what’s new with Done in a Day
Get the scoop on upcoming events at

jlmonroe.org/calendar
Missed an issue of Charlons?

Past issues are available from the 
website.

ePayment is coming soon!

Check out the upcoming ebook 
release of the JLM Cookbooks.
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Shining a Light 
              on JLM
Marketing and Public Relations are a 

vital component of any organization, 

and the Junior League of Monroe is no 

exception.  The Marketing and Public 

Relation Committee is a bridge between 

the League and the community.  Over the summer the incoming 

leadership for our Junior League engaged in a workshop which, 

among other things, highlighted a desire for a more active 

Marketing and PR Committee promoting our organization.  

Promotion of the many activities not only strengthens 

community support, it lays the foundation for recruitment of 

quality, like minded women who desire to partner with Junior 

League to impact our community.  

The committee used their summer to develop an enhanced 

marketing plan to guide them during the new league year to 

promote and publicize activities year-round.  Jessica Metts, Co-

Chair, noted she is looking forward to promoting the League in 

the community utilizing strategies in the updated marketing 

plan.  Not only are fundraisers, such as the relatively well-known 

Spring Market, an event to be publicized but the committee 

will also focus on highlighting the service projects of the Junior 

League of Monroe.   Ashley Yeldell, chair for Marketing and 

Public Relations, noted that there are “so many great things 

that the League does throughout the year…our committee is 

proud to be able to share that with the community.”  This fall 

the committee concentrated on promoting the relatively new 

Charity Shopping Pass event using a variety of approaches; the 

committee utilized standard billboard and print mediums and 

also pursued television and radio show spots to promote the 

event.  The committee also has already begun to plan for ways to 

promote the innovative e-cookbook release this year, arranging 

TV demos on local morning shows.  Finally, the committee will 

incorporate media coverage at the mini-grant reception this fall 

to further publicizing the many projects of the Junior League of 

Monroe.

Ashley Yeldell, Marketing and Public Relations Chair
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Day by Day Impact
        on the Community
Done-In-A-Day is intended to provide a single day of 
volunteer work from a team of Junior League of Monroe 
members to provide local non-profit organization the 
manpower to fulfill an immediate need that they otherwise 
would not be able to accomplish on their own.  Our goal is 
to participate in projects which further the mission of the 
Junior League.  The committee’s passion is ignited by their 
ability to assist non-profit organizations achieve goals by 
providing manpower that they otherwise wouldn’t have.  

Done-In-A-Day kicked off the fall activity schedule with 
several inspiring and rewarding events for Actives and 
Provisionals.  On September 24th, JLM joined forces with 
Shane’s Wish and the West Monroe Civitans in assisting 
children with disabilities to enjoy the rides and refreshments 
at the Ark-La-Miss Fair.  On September 27th, JLM assisted with 
a fundraiser for the Cancer Foundation League called “Little 
Miss Shine Your Way Pageant”.  At this event JLM volunteers 
assisted girls with disabilities to participate in the pageant 
that raised money which was donated to cancer patients.  
A great way to pay it forward!  Events in October included 
assisting Heartbeat Monroe with their “Out of the Darkness” 
Suicide Awareness 3K/5K walk/run, the Mercy Ministries 
Spaghetti and Spa night, and the Louisiana Zoological 
Society’s annual “Boo at the Zoo.”

The committee has many more events planned throughout 
the holiday season such as visiting the NELA Veteran’s Home 
at Thanksgiving, working with Grace Place Ministries, Inc. 
feeding the homeless and assisting the elderly to decorate 
the Council on Aging Senior Center for Christmas.  Members 
can stay informed of upcoming DIAD events in the new year 
by frequently checking the online calendar.

Andria Hall-Oby, Done-in-a-Day Chair

“I’m excited about touching so many different parts of 
our community.  I’m excited about combining charity work 

with a fun twist!”  -Ilana Wahlder

“I look forward to being able to head my own individual 
Done-In-A-Day project!”  -LaWanda Marshall



This summer Junior League Board members and Committee Chairs 
participated in a two day retreat to get ready for the upcoming 
League year.  Before even attending the retreat leadership completed 
an online Birkman profile which was then scored and brought to the 
retreat. According to the Birkman website, “The Birkman Method® is a 
scientifically developed,  multi-dimensional assessment designed to 
help you achieve more at work and at home. It integrates  behavioral, 
motivational and occupational data together to predict behavior and 
work satisfaction  across situations…. for  improving  people skills and 
aligning roles and relationships for maximum productivity and success.”  
The Birkman uses an extensive set of yes / no and “order ranking” type 
questions to identify a person’s communication styles – preferred style 
for being communicated with as well as the style people use when under 
stress and when operating in ideal conditions (no stress).  Additionally 
the focus of people in each situation (stress / non stress) was scored 
on a continuum between being people focused and task oriented.  
Combined this information gave each person insight into their distinct 
personal style – planner, communicator, expeditor and administrator.  
Using a fun activity where members moved around on a life sized grid 
the group was able to see where people individually and as a group were 
focused;  visually identifying the preferences, ideal and stress behaviors 
was a great way to get a good idea of the areas our leadership would 
excel in.  These exercises also assisted the group to see how others 
wanted to be communicated with and then each person could take that 
information back into each separate council and committee to maximize 
successful communication and productivity.

Karen Henning, Leadership Executive for Career Scape led the retreat.  
She received copies of the scores, compiled them and then used 
the results to facilitate the retreat.  Karen guided the group through 
identifying individual and group dynamics; strengths and weaknesses of 
each person and the leadership team.  Additionally, Karen was able to 
provide the group with information on trends nationally from established 
Junior Leagues  and general truths for potential members.  The board 
and chairs were able to problem solve and then use the information 
identified through these exercises to help guide the development of the 
updated strategic plan.  The group worked together to sketch out an 
outline of the primary components for the plan.  One component part 
was then taken and worked through to develop into a full strategic goal.  
Committees then were able to see how each committee individually was 
an integral part of each piece of the strategic plan, using the exercise to 
later develop individual goals by committee to support the JLM strategic 
plan.

Summer Retreat

“The reality of life is that your perceptions - right or wrong - influence 
everything else you do. When you get a proper perspective of your 

perceptions, you may be surprised how many other things fall into place.” 
- Roger W. Birkman, Ph.D.
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Junior League committee chairs and board members wrapped up the 
weekend with a quick review of group dynamics, communication styles 
and general trends in organizational growth.  The group had a great time 
learning about each other and how to be effective in leadership roles.  
Each member will be able to take what was learned and use it to not 
only become better JLM members but can also apply the skills learned 
to other arenas of their lives such as in their careers, other organizations, 
and in their families.
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Back to League Social
Junior League members enjoyed a ‘Back to League’ 
social on the evening of September 4th.  Members 
socialized throughout the evening, enjoying a spread 
of light refreshments at Portico.  The event kicked off 
the 2014-2015 year and was a great way for ladies to 
ease into the requirements of membership after the 
summer break.  Members were excited to see friends 
and were happy to have the chance to visit with the 
new class of provisional members.  Suhn Wallace, a 
local photographer and provisional member, visited 
with several JLM members and said she was really 
looking forward to learning more about what the 
Junior League of Monroe does.  Board members were 
on hand and were happy to discuss plans for the year 
and goals developed over the summer.  President Elect, 
Jenny Pankey, expressed her excitement about the new 
strategic plan developed over the summer and wants 
to be sure everyone is aware of the opportunities we all 
have through Junior League of Monroe.  

The group also used the gathering as an opportunity 
to celebrate President Jennifer Ables birthday.  Cherry 
Coon, webmaster, noted she was looking forward 
to exploring new software options for the league’s 
website and is also working on assuring we are utilizing 
the available software to its fullest extent.  She hinted 
that paying dues online may not be too far in the 
future.  Luwanda Marshal is looking forward to getting 
involved with DIAD and other volunteer opportunities 
as she embarks on her first year as an active JLM 
member.  Shelva Thomas, another new active, said she 
was definitely looking forward to leadership training 
opportunities this year. 

Submitted by: Joann E Haynes Powell

“…I want people to use this year to find out why 
they are here; use JLM to find what fits, what are you 

passionate about – use the Junior League of Monroe to 
prepare you for life:…”  President Jennifer Ables 
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Tools and Literacy 
           for Children (TLC)
The Tools and Literacy for Children (TLC) program was 

developed to address the overall needs of at-risk children 

and families.  Each year the TLC Committee focuses on the 

physical, emotional, and educational needs of a selected area 

elementary school with a high number of free and/or reduced 

lunches.  The committee has already provided school supplies 

for all enrolled students of Lenwil Elementary, the selected 

school for the 2013-2014 year.  This year the Junior League 

of Monroe TLC Committee will conduct several parent nights 

which highlight various services.  For the parent night events, 

TLC partners with other programs to promote the importance 

of exercise, healthy eating habits, and awareness of vital 

resources.  

The committee is actually fulfilling the tradition of former TLC 

Committees by promoting Back to School Bashes / Literacy 

Nights / Math Nights and other parental involvement events.

TLC members have appreciated all the coverage the 

committee has received.  Our social media gurus with the 

League have capitalized on TLC’s immediate progress and also 

have informed other League members of the goings on with 

the committee!

During the summer TLC Committee sent out over 400 letters 

asking for contributions to the school supply fund.  The 

feedback was overwhelming!  Our Junior League Members, 

past and present, donated over $5000 to TLC to be used for 

the adopted school this year!  TLC’s hearts were overflowing 

with gratitude, as were the students and faculty of Lenwil 

Ready 
to

LENWIL TIGERS
INTO

A NEW
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SCHOOL
YEAR

Elementary. TLC also planned this year’s timeline of events and 

incentives!

It is a pleasure to work with the new TLC Committee and JLM ladies!  

Each lady on TLC has a true passion for children and the desire to 

create a better community for them. TLC Committee brings a variety 

of strengths, life experiences, and knowledge to the table. TLC’s 

committee may be small, but it is a dynamite group working together 

to have a GREAT impact!

The Back to School Bash was held at Lenwil Elementary in West Monroe 

this August. It was an awesome night with over 300 attendees!  TLC 

also planned a Math/Literacy Night in the fall and another is planned 

for this spring for Lenwil Elementary. TLC is also sponsoring PBIS for 

students at the school by rewarding academic and behavior each six 

weeks. TLC will be busy ALL year long with incentives for academics, 

parental involvement activities, and 

supporting events throughout 

the year!

Faith Gremillion, Tools and 

Literacy for Children Chair

“Seeing the faces of the kids is priceless! They are 
so appreciative and honored to know that there are 

people out there who care about them. In my opinion this 
encourages their want to succeed not only in school, 
but in their everyday lives. I love being a part of the 
TLC group because I truly feel like we are making a 

difference in these kids’ lives that they will never forget!” 
- Sarah Nerren
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What are your goals for the league and what would you like your 
legacy to be?
One of the focuses this year was to empower women to take ownership of their 
role within the League.  It’s imperative that members are allowed to use their skill 
set and expertise in their placements.  Our League membership is well rounded and 
diverse.  This diversity allows membership a wealth of opportunity for personal and 
professional growth and perspective.  Completion of a new Strategic Plan was also 
a focus and was on the top of our list.  Having ALL of leadership work on this at 
the Leadership Retreat enabled us to have a great perspective and view of what 
membership really wanted the League focus to be. We are very excited about the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan and that it was for and created by membership!

Where do you think JLM will be in 10 years?
The Junior League of Monroe has always been a catalyst for change in the community.  
We are an organization of “movers and shakers” and always have the community at 
the heart of what we do.  In the next 10 years, The Junior League of Monroe will 
continue to make an impact in the community by creating outreach project that 
focus on needs in Northeast Louisiana along with training potential community 
leaders.

How have you prepared for your role as president?
Planning and preparation is the key to success.  AJLI offers excellent training for 
upcoming presidents as well as League leaders.  Since being in the president/
president-elect role, I have had the opportunity to go to AJLI’s national conferences, 
network with other League Presidents and participate in many diverse educational 
instructional and planning workshops.  Involving the incoming Board of Directors 
early was also imperative for the 2014-15 year.  Expectations and goals were set early 
as a team.  We were able to move forward quickly because of the preparation we 
imposed early in our placements. 

The roles as president-elect in 2013-14 allows one to sit back, watch, listen and take 
notes for a year.  This preparation helped determine the focus the League would take 
this year and the goals we set for 2014-15. Having a leadership role early in a league 
career also prepares one to be flexible, adapt to changes and take ownership of their 
current placement.  

What is the most important thing you have learned in the league?
The three most important lessons I have learned in the League are humility, grace 
and mercy.  Being humble is not a sign of being weak-is a sign of submitting to 
Someone greater than me.  Being in a leadership role is difficult.  It tests you mentally, 
spiritually, emotionally and physically.  Being able to move pride aside for the good 
of the League has taught wisdom when I least expected it.  I have learned to respect 
other perspectives and diversity without comprising my beliefs and values.   Being 
gracious and merciful to others has taught me to move my thoughts and feeling aside 
and really examine my motives for why I accepted this role.  Not all circumstances are 
black and white- there are some gray areas.  The League has taught me this through 
my years in leadership, placement and circumstances.  I am truly blessed to have the 
opportunity to serve the some of JLM and the community!  

Why do you think the Junior League is successful?
The Junior League is successful because we are composed of women who want 
change in the community.  The League successfully trains women to go out and make 
a difference in their roles as women, mothers, daughters, sisters, professionals and 
volunteers.  League members are part of non-profit and private Board of Directors; 
many are company owners and leaders, successful politicians and community 
changers!

Getting Personal with Jennifer…



25

f
e

a
t

u
r

e ~
 

g
e

t
t

in
g

 
p

e
r

s
o

n
a

l 
w

it
h

 
j

e
n

n
if

e
r 

a
b

l
e

s
C

H
A

R
LO

N
S

 —
 fa

ll/w
in

te
r 2

0
1

4

What do you feel is the most important role JLM has in our 
community?
The most important role the Junior League has in the community is to prepare and 
train women to be better volunteers.  When League members are better volunteers, 
they will make a HUGE impact through their League placement in the community!

What is one thing you would tell women interested in joining the 
league?
Something women need to know about joining the league is- you will gain a 
wealth of knowledge about how the Junior League makes a community impact.  
Members also gain abundant knowledge in serving others and how to work 
alongside individuals with different experiences and disciplines.

What is your proudest league moment?
I actually have two memorable moments.  When I was Kids in the Kitchen chair 
we implemented The Plant Project with The Monroe Garden Club.  This was a 
great outreach tool for JLM in that we partnered with another local organization 
to make a huge community impact at the grassroots level.  It also taught children 
the importance of healthy food choices whether you shop or grow your own food!

The second memorable moment was this summer.  I loved seeing how leadership 
took ownership of their roles and really felt empowered because of the efforts they 
contributed!  Both of these experiences were very rewarding.

What is your favorite league memory?
My favorite league memory is getting to know all of the women and seeing them 
become great community leaders.  I have made lasting relationships that will 
continue throughout my life.  The experiences with these women have taught me 
grace and humility.  I will cherish my time in the league from the lasting memories 
I have made with members.  Seeing how the League impacts the community is 
phenomenal and being a part of an organization that cares enough to make a 
change is an honor!

Fun Facts
Hobbies- spending time with family & friends, training individuals to run half, full 
and Ultra -marathons, teaching group exercise, reading, hunting and volunteering

Favorite Restaurant- Texas de Brazil, Gordon Ramsey’s

Favorite Dish- I can cook an awesome homemade Macaroni & Cheese- from scratch!

I am running my 4th full marathon in Las Vegas November 16, 2014.  I have run 12 
half marathons and multiple 5ks & 10ks.

I have just started deer hunting and I love it!

I have been in the fitness industry for over 18+ years as a personal trainer, run 
coach, local Fitness Expert and group exercise director.
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Earlier this year the Junior League lost one of its outstanding 
members and active Sustainer, Martha Ryan. Martha 
was a past Junior League president and the founder of 

the Northeast Louisiana Children’s Museum.  

Martha R yan Reading Room
Thomas Jefferson Upper Elementary

Martha had a undeniable passion 
for Children’s development though 
education and literacy.  On June 5th, 
a dedication took place at Thomas 
Jefferson Upper Elementary for 
Martha in the form of a Reading Room.  This was just one way JLM 
saw fit to honor such an outstanding Sustainer and contributor to 
the community.  

Denise Simpson, last year’s President, and Carmen Parks, last year’s 
TLC Committee chair, put together this room to honor the legacy 
of Martha.  The room was painted with bright colors and filled with 
the latest technologies to entice children to read and learn.  It is 
complete with a loft where kids can get cozy and lost within the 
pages of the books that they are enjoying.  This room is certainly 

appreciated by the faculty and is loved by all the little 
minds that enter into this room.

Submitted by: Angela LeBrun Grubbs
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Getting Fired Up
           in the Kitchen
As the holidays are quickly approaching, so are the all-important 
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals! The committee responsible 
for providing one of a kind cookbooks in the community, the 
Cotton Bayou Publications Committee, has been hard at work 
promoting retail store orders and partnerships for all three of our 
cookbooks. This year the committee chair is Cynthia Rodrigez 
and the co-chair is Shannon Pittard. Shannon Pittard said, “Cotton 
Bayou Publications is a committee of ladies who are continuing 
to share the tradition of our cookbooks with our community. 
This endeavor allows our league to fund numerous projects 
throughout the year.”

Cynthia has spent a great deal of time analyzing the sales history 
of our publications and developed a detailed plan to reinvigorate 
cookbook sales and profits. The committee is also very excited 
about launching something brand new this year—the Cooking 
in High Cotton eBook. The eBook provides all 221 recipes, search 
capabilities, and offers simplicity to access the recipes on the 
go. The eBook can be purchased for $12.99 and is available for 
download on your PC, MAC, PDA, tablet, smartphone, or other 
electronic reading devices.

The committee is very excited about their plans for this year! They 
have been able to ignite their passion for cooking and share it with 
others in the community through the continued sales of all three 
of our cookbooks and the launch of the new Cooking in High 
Cotton ebook.

Submitted By: Amanda May

Cotton Bayou Chair: Cynthia Rodriguez
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Families Can’t Wait
         Babies, Beds and Books
Families Can’t Wait Committee is a hospital-based program that 
educates new mothers on safe sleep habits, car seat safety, and 
where to go for community resources.  The goal for Families Can’t 
Wait is to prevent child abuse, neglect, and to reduce the death 
rate of infants in Northeast Louisiana.  The committee provides 
new mothers with a first year calendar that contains important first 
year developmental milestones.  They also provide new moms with 
information on vaccinations, breast-feeding, co-bedding, and give 
each mother local and national resource numbers.  The Families 
Can’t Wait Committee members visit mothers with babies in the 
NICU and refer them to Families Helping Families, the committee’s 
partner organization, for specialized help.  

“I’m looking forward 
to a great year and 

connecting with new 
individuals. I am 

enjoying co-chairing 
Families Can’t Wait and 

helping new moms in 
our community.”  

– Jamie Bryan

“This year I am particularly excited about being part of 
Families Can’t Wait. I’ve wanted to be on this committee 

since I joined the League. Being part of something that has 
such an impact on the community where there is so much 
need is very rewarding on many levels.” – Jennifer Lizenby

“This year at the Jr League I am so looking forward to helping all the sweet mothers at the hospital. I love helping them get a pack & play or car seat if they need one, it’s very rewarding” -  Katharine Spires

Over the summer the committee members were busy wrapping 
“Good Night Moon” books to give to new moms.  They also held 
a training day where new members learned about the purpose 
and mission for the group.  A representative from Families Helping 
Families came and spoke to the committee.  Each member also 
was oriented to the hospital where they would be making visits 
this year.

“I am passionate about Families Can’t Wait because I see the 
difference that we are making in these mothers’ lives.  There is no 
way to describe the feeling of walking into a new mothers room 
who is alone, no family support, no flowers, no gift bags, no wreath 
on the door…What should be a joyful occasion for this new mom 
is a terrifying experience.  When you tell her that it is dangerous 
for her baby to sleep in the bed with her, her face drops because 
she does not have a crib.  This s the mother I love to spend a little 
extra time with.  Her eyes light up when you pull out a “Good Night 
Moon” book that is wrapped in a very pretty package and give her a 
onesie that reminds her to always per her baby on his back to sleep.  
Finally, after telling her that Families Can’t Wait is going to give her 
a pack-n-play for her baby to sleep in, she starts to cry and thank 
you over and over.  I end up crying too.  This mother just needed to 
know that someone cared.  This makes what I do all worth it.”

Families Can’t Wait will continue to visit mothers at local hospitals 
throughout the winter and spring, bringing gifts to educate and 
resources to empower each lady as she embarks on her journey as 
a mother.

Courtney Weston, Families Can’t Wait Chair

Researching the
              Possibilities
The Research and Development Committee continues to explore and define League activities, 
providing the Board of Directors with guidance and supporting documentation that ensures 
quality and efficiency that allows the most benefit to our community form the Junior League of 
Monroe.  They keep their passion ignited by taking the opportunity to learn about the history 
off the JLM and to understand how the programs and initiatives that we implement impact our 
community.  The committee’s plans for the fall are to research upcoming initiatives to ensure the 
JLM is effective in every endeavor.

“League initiatives for the 2014/2015 league year have been clearly 
defined, and I’m excited to see how a few of these new initiatives will 
pan out this year.  I am especially intrigued with the modifications to 
the ‘Charity Shopping Pass’ and anxious to see how it will benefit our 
community businesses as well as the League. Fund Development will 

always hold a special place with me.” - Meghan Sharp

“I am excited to be 
serving as the Chair 
of the Research and 

Development committee. 
This opportunity 

is a great learning 
experience for me as 

I learn the exciting 
details of the history of 
the League.  I am also 
eagerly anticipating 

the Leadership Training 
for this year, as well as 

meeting new members.”  
--Shelva Thomas, 

Research & Development 
Chair
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Stacey Majure, D.P.T.
3408 Medical Park Drive • Monroe, LA

www.majurept.com  •  318-331-6911

Spring Market Committee 
                    ~ Blazing the Trail
The Spring Market Committee has been hard at work preparing 
for one of the biggest events in the community this spring.  The 
Spring Market Committee is part of the Fund Development 
Council, whose goal is to raise as much money as possible for 
the League to use in the community throughout the year.  Spring 
Market raises thousands of dollars each year to be put directly 
back into our community.  The committee chair this year is Kerri 
James, and the assistant chairs are Melinda Rigsby, Mary Francis 
Siggers, and JJ Wyatt.  

During the summer, the committee met to discuss goals, make 
plans and put together a timeline for the event. This fall they 
plan to meet once a month to discuss important details such as 
securing merchants, food vendors, special events and everyone’s 
favorite…The BIG raffle!

This year the Junior League them is “Igniting Your Passion.”  The 
thing that ignites the Spring Market Committee’s passion is their 
ability to pull together such a large community event that benefits 
the League for the entire year.  One of the committee members, 
Joyce Priest said, “I thank the League for opening my eyes up to 
all the opportunities in our community.  But for me the best part 
of the League is knowing and continuing to meet and work with 
so many talented and dedicated and SUPER ladies.  I am excited 
to be on the Spring Market Committee because before joining 
the League I have shopped Spring Market every year since it first 
started.  I absolutely LOVE Spring Market.”

Kerri James, Spring Market Committee Chair

Education Task Force 
Preparation, Preparation, Preparation 
The Education Task Force (ETF) Committee spent the 
summer preparing for the upcoming year.  The group spent 
time setting goals to make sure ETF continued improving 
the educational experience for children in our area.  Just 
like the teachers helped by ETF, each member of ETF has 
a passion for giving back.  The ETF Committee works to 
administer mini-grants funded by Junior League of Monroe.  
The mini-grants are awarded to area teachers in both public 
and private school settings.  The ETF also prepares and 
delivers ACT workshops to help at risk students get ready 
for the ACT.  In addition, the ETF serves on the Ouachita 
Parish Scholarship Banquet Committee each year, which aids 
students in receiving scholarships to colleges.  Through the 
fall the committee is excited to be working on these worthy 
projects.

Dana Mullins, Education Task Force Chair

“I am excited about the teacher grant mini reception.  It 
is always so fun to see the excitement on the deserving 

teacher’s faces.” -Angie Baldwin

“Participating and helping to organize the mini-grant 
reception is a great opportunity to meet new people in 

our community.” -Dana Mullins



2014-2015 ENDOWMENT FUND 
CONTRIBUTORS
Mary Ann VanVeckhoven in memory of Mrs. Kathleen Eason
Carol Cudd in memory of Sally Shafto Hunt
Jean Shaw in memory Polly Kincaid
Beverly Jarrell in memory of Dr. C. Palmer Jarrell, Jr.
Audrey Malloy in memory of Helen Edwards
Emily Ensminger Burrows in memory of Charlottie Dent
Jewel King in memory of Polly Kincaid
Ann Erskine in memory of Louise Altick
Diane Care in memory of Jane Oliver
Regina Lynch Wood in memory of Jim Taylor & Jack Mabray
Lillian Breard in memory of Jim Taylor
Mitzi Gates in honor of Lynn Hodge
Lana Forte in memory of Jim Haddox
Christy Flanigen in memory of John Posey
Dolores Johnson in memory & honor of Lena Wallace
Frances McCrocklin in memory of Nell Faulk
Mary Ann Roark in memory of Louise & John Ferguson
Anu Lal
Dawn Sager
Staci Albritton Mitchell
Leigh Liles
Sally Oliver
Carole Kilpatrick
Donna Aron
Felicia Kostelka
Jamie Pettway
Katie Anderson*
Jeannie Roberts*
Cathy Whipple*

Donations made to the Martha Carrick Ryan Fund: 
Dr. Lesa W. Lawrence
Selene Rea
Patti Nelson
Mossy Sartor Guinn
Brenda & Charles Marsala*
Cathy Whipple*
Emily Williamson*
Mary Linda Huggins*

*added to the list since summer issue was printed

Thank You!
We extend a special and heartfelt Thank You 
to the Contributors to the Endowment Fund 

and the Adopt-a-Student program.
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2014-2015 TLC 
          Adopt-A-Student Program

43 Contributors Totaling $3,200
Beverly Jarrell

Cynthia Rodriquez

Nancy Inabnett

Carole Lawrence

Sadye Richert

Patricia Barham

Lynda Gavioli

Julie Pruitt

Jane Luffey

Kristi Vinson

Emily Ensminger Burrows

Helen Ledbetter

Miranda Moss

Terri Arthur

Susan Lowery

Leigh Liles

Carolyn Myrick

Stacy Guice

Dorothy Hart

Anonymous (Abell)

Diane Cage  

Joy McElroy

Betsy Files

Courtney Curry

Rhelda Nolan

Sylvia Loftin

Dolores Johnson

Olive Sartor

Betsy Laudenheimer

Debby Edgerton

Ruth Russell

Mary Pate McLaughlin

Marilyn Waller

D/M Lane Eddleman  

John Rea Realty

NAI Faulk & Foster

Allyson Kerins

Carol K Kight

Attn: John W Perry, Jr.

Dawn Sager

Cynthia Smith

Barbara Estis         

Paula Stidham

Mary Ann Roark
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Education and Training 
       League Leaders…Sparking a Fire
The Education and Training Committee helps to educate the 
League through various modalities.  The committee focuses on 
ways to become better leaders in the community and inspiring 
membership to reach their goals.  Loretta Lemoine, committee 
chair for 2014-2015, feels that this committee has the freedom “to 
make it up as we go” which requires responsible independence 
on this committee.  Over the summer the committee met with 
incoming leadership to help develop the vision which is in place 
for this year. The president provided the committee with a loose 
outline of the ideas for this year and the committee then shaped 
and developed the ideas, refining them into a solid plan.

In September the committee gave out inspirational quotes to 
all members along with a basic kitchen match.  With this they 
conveyed the idea that as leaders we can be the spark to start a 

fire – the force that creates change, the light shining in darkness, 
and we can transfer and channel our energy to our community in 
the process.  

Some of Loretta’s favorite leadership quotes from the first general 
meeting were from Yogi Berra, “If you don’t know where you are 
going, you’ll end up someplace else”  and Confucius, “When it is 
obvious that the goals canot be reached, don’t adjust the goals, 
adjust the action steps.” 

A speaker for the October general meeting provided a league wide 
training session.  In November JLM enjoyed a motivational moment 
from one of our sustainers.  The committee is looking forward to 
the remainder of the year and the education and training events 
planned.

Loretta Lemoine, Education and Training Chair

“if you don’t know where you are going, 
you’ll end up someplace else.” - Yogi Berra

When it is obvious that the goals cannot be reached, 
don’t adjust the goals, adjust the action steps.  

- Confucius

House and Arrangements ~ 
The Back Stage Crew
House and Arrangements works to maintain the league house and 
supplies and provides a place for women to come together to serve 
and impact each other and our community.  

House and Arrangements works behind the scenes; It is one of the 
committees that works to better our league form within so that we 
may serve the community better.

Our fall plans are to make sure the house is well kept and stocked for 
our meetings.

Jennifer Price, House and Arrangements Committee Chair

“Each new league year  I look forward to new opportunites to serve our community, and I always enjoy 
catching up with new and old friends at meetings.”  - Stacey Majure

“I look forward to getting to know new women in the league and serving our community.” - Meghan Plummer

Amanda Martin, Jennifer Price – Chair, Anya Fulco, 
Meghan Plummer, Stacey Majure, and Terri Bursey-Agugua



C
H

A
R

LO
N

S
 —

 f
a

ll
/w

in
te

r 
2

0
1

4
c

o
m

m
it

t
e

e
 n

e
w

s

32

Provisionals
Provisionals are off to a great start this year!  Many of us joined 
the League as a way to meet new friends and better serve our 
communities.  Already most of us have accomplished both of these 
goals!  We started out with our first provisional meeting gin August, 
where we took our first picture together as the Junior League of 
Monroe, 2014-2015 Provisional Class and tried not to act too 
nervous.  We got more comfortable with each other and learned 
so much about the great opportunities the League has to offer a 
the provisional retreat.  Everyone was excited and ready to get on 
the ball!

Several Provisionals singed up to help with the first JL event of the 
year, the TLC open house at Lenwil Elementary in West Monroe.  
It was both fun and rewarding to see the positive effect that the 
Junior League has in the community and to see smiles on the faces 
of children who often times don’t have much to smile about.  We 
as a provisional class decided we could best serve our community 
and make a positive impact when we voted for our provisional 
project.  We chose the organization Family Promise, which helps 
homeless families transition into leading healthy, productive lives 
by teaching the job skills, providing them with clean clothes and a 
safe, clean environment to live and grow as a family.  We are looking 

forward to working with Family Promise on a special project during 
the fall that will benefit these families.  Also, even though Done In 
A Day projects are not specifically required for Provisionals, many 
of us are planning to sign up to help with them just because we all 
want to take part in a positive change in our area.

Provisionals are immensely enjoying being a part of the League and 
being leaders in our community. We are all eagerly anticipating an 
enriching and fulfilling provisional year…And we might just have 
a little fun too!

Kelly Gray, Provisional Committee 



Allison Bowman

Employed as a full-time nanny.
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Junior League of Monroe 2014-2015 Provisional Class

Katie Ambrose
(Mrs. Wes Ambrose)
Katie has two children, Ben, 15 and 
Madeline, 10. She earned her BA at 
ULM. She is currently employed as a 
Marketing Manager at CenturyLink.

Betsy Beard
(Mrs. Joseph Beard)
Works as a Dental Hygienist with the 
ULM Dental Hygiene Department.

Sarah Austin
(Mrs. Jonathan Austin)
Earned degree in Elementary Education 
from ULM. Currently employed as a 
teacher at Drew Elementary.

Blanche Betz

Earned her a degree in Business from 
ULM. She is currently employed at 
CenturyLink as a Systems Analyst. 

Nikki Bolton

Earned her Master of Arts degree in 
Marriage & Family Therapy at ULM. 
She is currently employed as a Clinical 
Therapist at Union General Hospital.

Sara Chauhan
(Mrs. Varun Chauhan)  
Earned her Masters of Science in 
Speech-Language Pathology from ULM. 

Kelli Cole
(Mrs. Deryl Cole)  
Kelli has one child, Jake, 4. She earned 
her MA in English Technical Writing 
from Louisiana Tech University. Kelli is 
currently employed as an Assessment 
Research Analyst & English Instructor at 
ULM.

Jami-Lynn Crosby
(Mrs. Brett Crosby)  
Earned her B.S. in Psychology and 
Masters in Education from ULM. She is 
currently employed as a Personal Trainer 
and Physical Education Mentor.

Talitha Elliott
(Mrs. Courtney Elliott)
Talitha has 4 children; Aidan, 7, Taylor, 6, 
Paige, 6, and Grace 1. Talitha earned her 
B.S. in Radiology Technology from ULM 
and her Doctrine of Chiropractic from 
Parker in Dallas. She is currently as stay 
at home mom.

April Fontana
(Mrs. Jason Fontana)
April has 2 children, Leo and Anthony, 
both 7 years old. April attended ULM.

Liz Hammett
(Mrs. roy Hammett)
Liz has 2 children, Jeb 32 and JR 34. she 
attended Louisiana Tech and is currently 
employed as a realtor.
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Junior League of Monroe 2014-2015 Provisional Class

Amy Hendry

Amy earned her degree in Marketing 
at ULM. She is currently employed as a  
Wraparound Facilitator.

Ashlie Hennessy

Married and lives in West Monroe. She 
earned her degree from ULM in Biology 
and now works as a Pharmaceutical 
Sales Representative with Forest 
Pharmaceuticals.

Robynn Hodnett
(Mrs. Gary Hodnett)
Robynn earned her BBA at ULM. She 
is currently employed as an Analyst at 
CenturyLink.

Veronica Knight

Employed as an Emergency Room 
Scribe with Pegasus emergency 
Management at St. Francis Medical 
Center. She enjoys cooking, dancing, 
golfing, traveling, and yoga.

Victoria Krutzer

Earned her BS in Business Administration 
with a minor in Specialization in Sales 
from University of Alabama. She is 
currently employed at Antares Ventures, 
LLC as Vice President of Administration.

Alexandra Loomis

Earned her Bachelor of finance from LSU 
in Baton Rouge. She is currently a Law 
Student. She should graduate in May, 
2014.

Jessica Louque
(Mrs. Brian Louque)  
Earned her B.A. in English from ULM 
and then later earned her Master of 
Arts degree in Library Science. She is 
currently a librarian for the Ouachita 
Parish Public Library.

Katie Mancuso (Alex)
(Mrs. Vincent Mancuso)  
Currently employed as an executive 
assistant for World Radio/WFR Relief 
Ministries in West Monroe.

Emily McGee
(Mrs. Patrick McGee)
She has one child, Patrick, age 6. Earned 
her Bachelor of Science from ULM. 
She is currently employed as a Dental 
Hygienist.

Alissa Russell
 
Alissa has one child, Parker, age 5. She 
earned her BA in Communication 
Studies from ULM. She is currently 
employed as the Director of Marketing 
and BSA Officer at Cross Keys Bank.

Colandra Paige Smith
(Mrs. Derek D. Smith)
Colandra has one child, Dylan 2. She 
earned her MSA at ULM and BS in 
Computer Informantion Systems at 
Grambling State University. She is 
currently employed as an IT Project 
Manager at CenturyLink.

Charlene Sullivan
(Mrs. Christopher Sullivan)
Carlene has one child, Kersten 18. She 
earned her BSN from Northwestern State 
and her ADN from LA Tech University. 
Charlene is currently employed as a 
Registered Nurse.
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Junior League of Monroe 2014-2015 Provisional Class

Suhan Wallace
(Mrs. Dale Wallace)  
Suhan earned her BA from Anjul 
University. She is currently employed as 
a photographer.

Veronicia Lynn Wood
  
Earned her BA in Elementary Education 
from ULM and Masters in Education/
Leadership from LA Tech. She is currently 
employed at George Welch Elementary 
as Assistant Principal.

Juanita Woods
 
Juanita has one child, Jarrell, 30, and a 
niece and nephew Falon 13 and Jordan 
13. . She earned her Masters in Public 
Administration from Grambling State 
University. She is currently the Director 
of Programs & Participant Services.

Kristin Wyble
(Mrs. Lane Wyble)
Earned her Associate Degree from ULM. 
Currently employed as a COTA.

KD
kappa delta sorority

Thank You…
from a grateful community.
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AJLI Fall Leadership Conference -
               Game On!
Leadership Game On was the theme for AJLI’s fall leadership 2014 in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Our conference was held in the magnificent Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel where the spectacular views and immaculate flowers adorned the 
some 14,000 square foot resort. Over 500 delegates from 292 leagues came 
together with one common focus- Women building better communities! 

Jen and I eagerly connected with other leagues in our various group settings. 
Some topics that were discussed in our meetings were Leading Change and 
Initiating Organizational Renewal, Bylaws and Policies, Building a Successful 
Formal Mentoring Program in Your League and Creating Your Own Messages 
that Stick. We found all of these to be very useful and are enthusiastic about 
implementing them with JLM. 

With the excitement of the new year upon us we are dedicated to use what 
we learned by connecting and learning alongside membership. We also want 
to implement new and innovative membership development plans and 
build JLM›s community outreach through utilizing membership›s experience 
and developing key messages for membership and our community. 2014-
15 promises to be one of training volunteer leaders, expanding community 
and fund development opportunities and providing volunteer service to our 
community. We know community service is more meaningful when you are 
working beside other women who share the same priorities and passion as 
we do. 

We want to thank all of our volunteers for their time and service spent with 
the Junior League of Monroe’s outreach programs. 

Without your dedication it would not be as successful as it is today.  To 2014-
15 we hope that you take the journey with us as we Ignite Your Passion!

Jennifer and Jenny
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2014-15 Fall & 
Winter Birthdays
NOVEMBER
  1 Amy Cheveallier
  3  Leigh Liles
  5  Kathryn Raymond
  6  Arie Milner
  7  Colandra Smith
  8  Talitha Elliott
     Krista Nelson
 10  Leslie Hughes
 11  Melissa Kiper
 12  Coby Wells 
 15  Emily McGee
 21  Terri Bursey
2 4  Jan Mattingly
 26  Ilana Wahlder
 28  Arabella Moore
 30  Alexis Mancuso

DECEMBER
 1  Katherine Flowers
 4  Nicole West 
 5  Dana Mullins

 7  Robin Beatty
  Sarah Morse
  8  Amanda Martin
 12  Jessica Wyatt  
 14  Jamie Bryan
 15  Charlene Sullivan
 16  Courtney Weston
  Sarah Raymond
  LaWanda Marshall
 18  Emily Martin
 19  Emily Eberts
 23  Betsy Beard 
  Jessica Metts
 26  Blanche Betz
 30  Jenny Pankey

JANUARY
  1 Kristina Kight
  Christy White
  2 Shelva Thomas
  3 Cyndi Hanks
  Katy Balsamo
  8 Holly Perry
  9 Laura Gibbs

 10  Stephanie Bryant
  Allison Bowman
 13  Robynn Hodnett
 16  Kathryn Bagley
 18  Dana Stephenson
 23  Richardra Winder
 24  Veronica Knight
 25  Ashley Kilpatrick
 26  Mallory Williams 
 27  Megan Sharp
 29  Lillian Paxton
 31  Suhan Wallace

FEBRUARY
 2  Nikki Bolton
 3  Kelsey Laudenheimer 
 6  Bethany Stinson
 9  Christy Valentine
 15  Jennifer Price
 19  Andree’ Eddleman
  Becky Flemister
 21  Meredith Beene
 25  Jennifer Guerriero
 26  Melinda Rigsby

Moss
e y e c a r e
Dr. Jody Moss, O.D.
Dr. Elvis Surles, O.D.

2209 Forsythe Ave. • Monroe, LA 71201
318-387-5657 • www.mosseyecare.com

Comprehensive Eye Exams
Medical Eyecare • Contact Lenses

Designer Optical
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r December

February

January

March

25th

1st

New Year’s Day

12th-16th

Cottage Meetings

24th

Christmas Eve

31st
New Year’s Eve

small
     GROUPS
accomplishing
BIG things

3rd Provisional Meeting 3rd Provisional Meeting

17th
St. Patrick’s Day

13th - 15th14th
Valentine’s

Day

General Meeting  10th General Meeting  10th
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WHERE HAS 
        YOUR CHARLONS BEEN?

We asked several members to snap pictures of themselves reading 

their Charlons in fun and unique places. Do you bring your Charlons 

with you different places to read?  Snap a picture, and send to us at 

JLM.Charlons@gmail.com to be in our next issue.

Sabrina Racer and Christina Elahi looked at their Charlons 
while at our Back to League social.

Christy Valentine and Margaret Brock have their Charlons 
with them while cheering on the Tech Bulldogs.

Brittany Hays brought her Charlons to Perdido Key, Florida, 
to read while at the beach.



Junior League of Monroe
Strategic Plan 2014-1015

Primary Goals and Objectives
Serving the Community – To ensure our community programs 1) promote retention of member,        
2) address gaps in community service needs, and 3) explain the JLM mission.

a. Fully Develop and communicate JLM’s community mission internally and externally
 i. Conduct and audit of existing community projects to ensure cohesion with 

community goal
 ii. Research potential partnerships and community had off opportunities

b. Strategically implement new community projects that
 i. Align with community goals
 ii. Envision potential partnerships
 iii. Develop metrics and timetable for project life path in league and eye to community 

handoff
c. Connect with grant recipients and follow through with the JLM’s investment in those 

community projects

Building Engagement – To more fully connect with our members and sustainers with our League, our 
mission & our programs to better build a vibrant group of committed and engaged leaders.

a. Work with a key group of sustainers to review current sustainer programs, research sustainer 
involvement within out leagues and draft a proposal that outlines sustainer roles and 
activities as well as a plan for transitioning actives to sustainer status

b. Create a mentor program for provisionals and 1st year actives to provide stability and guidance 
in the first critical years of membership

c. Draft policy and train placement advisors take a more visible role in the League
d. Provide more social opportunities to promote fellowship and encourage bonding among 

members

Developing Leaders – To support the continued education of women in order to prepare them for 
leadership within the League and in the community.

a. Better utilize AJLI training and select a broad cross-section of the League members to attend
b. Set a plan to provide opportunities throughout the year for general training and educational 

opportunities for members and provisionals
c. Research the feasibility of conducting leadership seminars with outstanding female 

community leaders in fall and spring

Organizational Alignment – To Align processes, procedures, and projects with our mission.
a. Audit by-laws to ensure they enable empowerment of officers
b. Evaluate the utility of structural changes to create efficiency and accountability (i.e. using an 

executive board to fast track approval)
c. Audit requirements, messaging and projects to align with goals

Fiduciary Responsibility – To plan and more effectively communicate the fiduciary responsibilities of 
the League.

a. Prepare a budget to meet community goals for the year by its due date in the Spring
b. Fundraise for the League as a whole to continue our work in the community
c. Educate members on use of monies including dues, fundraising, and endowment as well as 

individual committee budgets throughout the year
d. Maintain transparency through use of specific, standing policies and procedures

1.

2.2.

3.

4.

5.
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More
Than Just a Place...

WWW.LADELTA.EDU • 318-345-9000
Bastrop • Farmerville • Lake Providence • Monroe • Ruston • Tallulah • West Monroe • Winnsboro

LOUISIANA DELTA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

NOW ENROLLING
Winter Term &

(December 8-January 8)

Spring Semester
(January 12-May 8)

A place offering training for high-demand, 
high-paying jobs.

Including:
Forensic Science • Process Technology • Nursing: LPN, 
RN • Carpentry • Electrician • Drafting & Design • 
Agriculture Aviation • Welding • Commercial Vehicle 
Operator  •  Business/Computer Technology

Also offering:  
Transfer Degrees  • High School Equivalency Prep
(See website for complete list)

A place offering flexible class options.
Day • Evening • Online 
Fall Semester • Winter Term • Spring Semester • Sum-
mer Terms

A place offering financial aid.
Pell Grants • Loans • Scholarships

NEW:  16-Week FAST TRACK-
Process Technology Program! 
Starting February 2, 2015-May 29, 2015

Process Technicians’ starting pay is typically $45,000 or 
more. Available to those with an associates degree or 
higher.

Programs of Study
School of Health Sciences, Natural Sciences, & Math 
Barber Styling | Forensic Science & Technology | LA Transfer of Science | 
Nurse Assistant | Paramedic (EMT) | Patient Care Technician | Practical 
Nursing | Registered Nursing | Respiratory Therapy 

School of Industrial Sciences 
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration | Automotive Technology | Carpentry 
| CNC Specialist | Diesel Powered Equipment Technology | Drafting and 
Design Technology | Electrician | Industrial Electronics Technology | In-
dustrial Instrumentation Technology | Industrial Maintenance Technology 
| Process Technology | Welding 

School of Liberal Arts & Business Technology 
Business and Technology | Business Office Administration | Care and De-
velopment of Young Children | General Studies | ICT: Computer Network-
ing Support | LA Transfer of Arts | Teaching

B E  W I $ E
Spend Less. 

Earn M ore.
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The Next Generation of  
Healthcare is Here…

stfran.com

Centered on You!

(318) 966-6200

• Cardiac Rehabilitation
• Diabetes & Nutrition Center
• Drive-Through Pharmacy 
• Imaging Services

• Laboratory Services
• Occupational Medicine 
• Rehabilitation
• St. Francis Walk-In Clinic

St. Francis Community Health Center is now open in its new location at 2600 Tower Drive in Monroe. The new 97,000 
sq. ft. brick and stucco 4-story facility is surrounded by gardens, walking paths and fountains. Features include a 2-story 

glass atrium, covered drive-through pharmacy and covered drive-through main entrance.

Outpatient services include: 
 
 

  

 
St. Francis Community Health Center provides a wide range of outpatient services that are more  

cost-effective and easier to access than similar services within a hospital setting.


