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Somewhere Over the Rainbow...A Pot of Gold

NEW REGIONS
FREE INTEREST

CHECKING.
IT’S LIKE A HI-DEF UPGRADE TO YOUR CHECKING ACCOUNT.

At Regions Bank, we’ve taken the idea of the checking account a step further. Announcing our new Free Interest
Checking*. There’s no minimum balance required and you still get great features like a free Platinum Visa® CheckCard
and free RegionsNet® Online Banking with Bill Pay, but now you can earn interest on top of it all. Visit any Regions location
today and put your money to work for you.

REGIONS.COM

1-800-REGIONS

You could win $1,000,000 in the Regions Bank Make Life Interesting Sweepstakes.**
Just open any qualifying account, like Regions Free Interest Checking, and you’re
entered to win one of our weekly $10,000 giveaways, with a chance to win a million.
Stop by today to see how we can help make your life more interesting.

© 2007 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. Regions is a registered service mark of Regions Asset Company and is used under license. *$50 minimum opening deposit required. $2,500 daily
balance required to earn interest. All deposit accounts are subject to terms and conditions of the Regions Bank Deposit Agreement. **2007 Regions/AmSouth – “Make Life Interesting”
Sweepstakes. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Sweepstakes open only to legal residents of AL, AR,
FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MS, MO, NC, SC, TN, TX and VA of the age of majority or older in their state of residence. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Sweepstakes runs 1/8/07 through
5/19/07. You will be automatically entered when you open most new deposit or loan accounts at participating Regions Bank and AmSouth Bank branches. Certain account types are excluded. See
Official Rules for complete listing of eligible accounts and how to enter without opening a new account. Limit one entry per person in Regions Bank pool of entries and in AmSouth Bank pool of
entries, regardless of entry method. Prizes: 38 Weekly Prize Winners (19 from the Regions Bank entries and 19 from the AmSouth Bank entries) will each receive a cash prize of $10,000, plus
the option to take a trip for two to a “Big Event” for a chance to win $1,000,000 (payable in $25,000 installments per year over 40 years). Weekly Winners must be present at the Big Event to
be eligible to win the $1,000,000. (ARV of Weekly Prize, including trip: $12,500; ARV of all prizes: $1,475,000.) Odds of winning a Weekly Prize depend on the total number of eligible entries
received. Odds of Weekly Prize Winner winning Big Event Prize: 1:1000. The Big Event Prize may not be awarded. Subject to Official Rules available at all Regions Bank and AmSouth Bank
branches and regions.com or amsouth.com. Sponsor: Regions Bank, 1900 5th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 35203. Administrator/Operator: Big Sky Enterprises.
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by Dawn Sager

What a journey we have had this year down the yellow
brick road. I can't begin to tell you how much I have
enjoyed serving as your president. It has been a year of
hard work, fun, excitement, and a can do attitude. To the
Board of Directors - Cathy, Judy, Meredith, Carol, Christy,
Susan, Kerri, Caron, Sandy, Beth, and Dana thank you for
all the encouragement, support, dedication, commitment,
and most of all your friendship this year, I couldn't have
done it without you. To the committee chairs, thank you
for willingness to serve in a leadership role, you have all
done a great job. To the entire membership give yourself
a round of applause because this organization would not
be what it is today without all of you and your commitment to voluntarism. Also
a huge thank you to Velma for everything, without her we would all be in a world
of trouble.
Our mission states that we are an organization of women committed to promoting
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving our communities
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. We did
accomplish our mission this year and listed below are a few highlights:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

visited area school to address the issue of childhood obesity
visited hospice patients
worked with the elderly to give self worth & personal growth
screened over 1200 teens for suicide tendencies & other
emotional problems
provided free ACT workshops for area high school students
awarded 51 mini grants to area teachers totaling over
$12,350.00
sponsor of Scholar Banquet
visited with over 100 new mothers with educational materials
and programs available including for formula, food, and
health insurance
committee chairs attended an AJLI regional training session
reprinted the 19th edition of Cotton Country
raised over $145,000.00 at Spring Market
voted to start working on a new cookbook
developed a new website

We also received two awards this year. First, we were honored by the United Way
with the Commitment to Community Award. We have been a partner with the
United Way 211 program for over 10 years contributing more than $100,000.00.
Secondly, we won the Model Program Award at the National Teen Screen
conference in Washington D.C.
I would like to thank the Spring Dinner Committee - Cathy Whipple, Kerri Wall,
Dana Taliaferro, Chris Frostenson, Judy Foster, Meredith Richardson, Carol
Squyres, Caron McPherson, Christy Flanigen, and Nan Cummings for a beautiful
Spring Dinner. It was the perfect end to a memorable year. It has been an honor
and a privilege to serve as President of the Junior League of Monroe this year.
The Junior League is truly a wonderful international organization building better
communities around the world and I am proud to have been a part of it.
Sincerely,
Dawn Sager
President 2006-07
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Good News!
Kids-n-the-Kitchen has had a positive impact on over
1,000 school children this past year. The mission of
this league program is to educate kids ages 9-12 on
how to eat healthy and prevent childhood obesity.
According to national statistics by 2010, eighty percent
of America will be obese therefore Kids-in-the-Kitchen has decided to
take an active approach to prevent this in Monroe, Louisiana.
Andi Holyfield, a Registered Dietician and Licensed Nutritionist, has
over 13 years of experience in working with youth obesity. Andi, along
with Kim Brown, Sunnie Ashbrook and Misty Cordell are currently
participating in the league’s Kids-n-the-Kitchen program. They have
been to Lexington Elementary, JS Clark Elementary, Jack Hayes
Elementary, The Boys and Girls Club, Louisiana Tech University, St.
Frederick High School, Ouachita Christian School, Grace Episcopal
School, Jesus the Good Shepherd School, Whites Ferry Road Church
and area senior centers. The seminars are active with books available
on how to read food labels and healthy recipes were provided by
various league members.
There has been such a positive response from the
children after participating in the program. Most kids
go home and clean out the kitchen, we are told, and
once all of the junk food is out of the house, the
children use the booklets provided at the seminar to
help them purchase health foods at the grocery store.
Lunch ideas and after school snacks are given to the kids in
an effort to teach them about “right choices.” Eating disorders are
reviewed and athletic activities are also discussed. By teaching
children exercise guidelines and a healthy diet, they will be able to
meet their own goals. Kids-n-the-Kitchen plan to impact many more
schools in the community in 2007-2008!

The TLC literacy program will receive

2,500 free books
from the

First Book Program,
so every child at Barkdull Faulk can each
have 5 books of their very own.
The Literacy subcommittee chaired by
Christine Rambo applied for a grant from
First Books, which is a non-profit
devoted to giving books to under
privileged students.
First Books waived its normally shipping
fee to Gulf States effected
by Hurricane Katrina.

First Steps at St. Francis
The Junior League of Monroe committee of
First Steps, led by Missy McNabb, is dedicated to getting into the hands of as many first
time mothers as possible information detailing
strong parenting and nurturing skills.
Members Jackie Elliott, Ronda Cascio, and
Allison Upshaw visit St. Francis Medical
Center each month to distribute to new
mothers information booklets written by R.K.
(Kim) Oates, M.D. and underwritten by
Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana.
Committee members generally arrive at the
hospital with a volunteer badge issued by the
hospital and continue to the maternity
floor to don a First Steps smock, gather
information packets, and receive a list of first
time mothers to visit. Often the new mothers
are exhausted yet eager to get any time-tested information about successful motherhood.
4
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Safety ("Never warm a bottle in a
microwave"), and feeding options ("Your baby
is adaptable and will be happiest if you are
happy") along with the importance of bonding
with the baby in that first year are discussed.
As Dr. Oates says, "Babies need to feel loved
and wanted more than anything else. Your
most important task during the first year is to
teach baby he can trust you. When you
respond to his cries with gentle touching and
a soft, soothing voice, he feels secure and
learns to trust."
The importance of fathers is emphasized as
well: "Dads, read to, play with, and care for
your baby. The time you spend with your baby
prepares her to do better in school and to feel
good about herself." Dr. Oakes recommends
speaking to the baby as much as possible
especially because the baby has been

listening to parents' voices for nine months
prior to delivery. She adds, "Your baby loves to
see your face. Repeat sounds your baby
makes while looking at her. This is the beginning of conversations you'll have with each
other over a lifetime."
In addition to Dr. Oates' booklets, committee
members distribute to new mothers
immunization schedules, a phone list of local
support agencies, articles about stocking the
nursery and bath, a pamphlet about never
shaking a baby, and even a magnet
advertising KIDLINE which is a hot line
created to answer all parenting questions.
Thanks to Prevent ChildAbuse Louisiana, the
number to call is : 1.800. 244.5373. To
remember the number always, just dial
1.800.CHILDREN. And here's to happy
children in Louisiana.

Chase is proud to support the Monroe Junior League. Leadership is one of our
community’s most valuable assets. We salute the organizations with the
vision to guide us forward and foster the growth of tomorrow’s leaders.

Stop by your local Chase branch.

© 2007 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC
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Babies in Bl

m
Max Burton Southern
August 7, 2006
8lbs, 4 oz., 21 inches long
Kelly and Tim Southern
Big Brother: Brister
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Walker Andrew Wells
February 17, 2007
6lbs 13oz., 21 inches long
Luke and Coby Wells

Photography by Albritton

m
Marshall Henry Burkett
June 28, 2006
7lbs 8 oz., 20 inches long
Scott and Ashley Burkett
Big Sisters: Katherine,
Camille and Ella
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TEENScreen
ur committee had two main
objectives this year-reaching
out to as many 7th and 9th
graders as we possibly could
and assisting Teen Screen of Northeast
Louisiana in spinning off from the League.
I feel that both of these goals were
achieved. This year, Teen Screen was
brought into every junior high school in
both the parish and the city school
systems. Screening was offered to over
3000 children and over 1200 were
actually screened. About 40% of the
children screened were referred out to an

O

outside counseling agency for help. We
partnered with the schools administration, the parents and the outside
counseling agencies to ensure that any
child who asked for help was offered help.
Our committee also helped with the
merging of Teen Screen and the Children's
Coalition. After this year, Teen Screen will
fall under the umbrella of the Children's
Coalition, where it will have a chance for
further growth. Numerous grants have
been applied for so that Teen Screen can
hire screeners, debriefers and even contract
with case managers to help with follow-up
services for the children screened.
I feel that our greatest accomplishment is
the number of children that we reached
out to. Last year was the first year that
screening actually took place. Screening
was conducted in one school and 150
children were screened. This year, we have
screened over 1200 children throughout
the parish and the city school systems.
Other committee accomplishments
included receiving the Model Program
Award during the National Teen Screen
conference in Washington, D.C. Our site
was chosen out of 400 sites throughout

the country. We were all very proud to
receive such an honor.
Teen Screen is spinning off from the
League this year, so there will not be a
committee next year.
I feel that Teen Screen helped not only the
children in our community, but also the
parents and caregivers. So many times, a
parent would say that they knew their child
needed help, but they were unaware of
how to get the help. Teen Screen helped by
identifying sources in the community that
the parents could utilize so that their child
received the help that he or she needed.
Teen Screen also helped identify some of
the problems that our children face on a
day to day basis as well as the fact that
they need help-they need someone to hear
them and to advocate on their behalf.
I truly enjoyed not only chairing this
committee but also being apart of it. It
made me more aware of the problems
that children in our society face and I am
glad to have been apart of a program that
could offer them not only help, but hope.
by Laura Nickelson

Cookbook Task Force

Recipe Request!
One of the new committees to the Planning and Research Council,
the Cookbook Task Force, was created to determine if the League
was ready to develop a new cookbook. After months of research, the
committee presented their findings to the general membership who
voted unanimously to embark on this exciting new venture.

Richard A. Lefebvre, DVM
Richard A. Lefebvre, Jr., DVM
Susan H. Paul, DVM
Mary Claire Blackburn, DVM

The co-chairs of the Cookbook Task Force, Meg Hayden and Emily
Courteau, recently returned from Cookbook University in Boston,
Massachusetts. This seminar was held by Favorite Recipes Press
“FRP” to educate attendees on everything there is to know about
developing and marketing cookbooks. We have researched… we
have been educated… NOW IT IS TIME TO COLLECT YOUR
FAVORITE RECIPES!
I. Here are the guidelines to follow:
• Original recipes – We are looking for recipes that are original or
have had three or more substantial changes.
• Past favorite recipes – We are looking for your favorite recipes
from Celebrations on the Bayou and Cotton Country Collection.
• Contemporary recipes – We are looking for recipes that fall
within some of the trendy categories of popular cookbooks such
as quick and easy, semi-homemade, freeze it and forget it, and
dry ingredient recipes that make fun gift ideas, etc.
II. How to submit your recipes:
• Mail/drop off at the League House – 2811 Cameron St, Monroe,
Louisiana 71211.
• Email mjlrecipes@yahoo.com.
DEADLINE FOR RECIPE SUBMISSIONS: OCTOBER 1, 2007
8
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Joint Board Meeting
Monday, May 7, 2007

he Waterfront Grill was the
setting of the Joint Board
meeting held on May 7th. Dawn
presided over her last board
meeting which was very well attended.
Those in attendance were excited and
anxious to get started on their jobs for the
upcoming year. The members present
were: Dawn Sager, Cathy Whipple, Beth
Ricks, Caron McPherson, Judy Foster,
Meredith Richardson, Susan McKenzie,
Kerri Wall, Sandy McMillan, Christy
Flanigen, Dana Taliaferro, Carol Squyres,
Marlene Williams, Laura Nickelson, Darian
Atkins, Mossy Sartor Guinn, Mary
Brinkerhoff, and Misti Cordell.

T

“

We approved a new roof for the League
house. It has been needed for a while. We
also finalized an updated employee handbook. We celebrated the amazing job
everyone did to make this years Spring
Market our most successful ever. We will
have the funds to continue impacting our
community like never before!
Our membership is so excited about the
TLC Project which will begin this fall. The
members will have many opportunities to
make a difference in the lives of the
children at Barkdull Faulk Elementary
school. The first opportunity to do that
will be in the sponsorship of a child. Our
members (both sustainers and actives)
have responded very well to this request.
For around $100 a child can start school
in a complete uniform that is new and fits
them well. This includes
shoes, socks, etc. We will
also be able to purchase
food from the Food Bank at
a reduced rate. This project
will have an immediate
impact in our community.

We were presented with the new calendar
and Dawn passed the gavel to Cathy. She
expressed how much she enjoyed
working with the existing board and told
the new board there were in great hands.
We left the joint board meeting excited
and ready to move into the next year. We
are focused and energized to motivate
and encourage our members to continue
to change our community!
Submitted by Kerri Wall

Plans are in full motion for
the Cookbook Task Force in
organizing and creating our
new cookbook. They are in
the planning stages and are
receiving recipes to test.
They need our support and
our recipes!

Somewhere over the rainbow, skies are blue, and the
dreams that you dare to dream really do come true

www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
THE
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
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Tour of Kitchens are planning our newest
fundraiser. They have some excellent
ideas and are planning a great event! You
will be hearing more about this soon.

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF MONROE

–Lyman Frank Baum

T

”

he Webmaster Committee, co-chaired by Maria LeBleu

and Marlene Williams, created a new website for the

League to enhance communication to the community and
membership. The site features community spotlight events,
upcoming meetings, Charlons and other key projects. The public can
purchase Spring Market tickets prior to the event as well as cookbooks throughout the year. To membership the website is a great
resource for detailed information on specific council / committee
schedules, the membership yearbook, and recordings of meeting
minutes. Please visit the new site www.juniorleaguemonroe.com

Impact Tomorrow TODAY
AJLI 85TH Annual Conference
April 18-22,2007
Boston, MA
athy, Dawn and I arrived in Boston with enthusiasm
and excitement about what this next year will bring.
During the opening session as the Presidents of
every league in the country entered, I was struck by
the size and the impact this organization has on every
community they represented.

C

We were challenged and inspired by Ambassador to Austria,
Swanee Hunt. She has spent her life leading community efforts
to empower those less fortunate to have affordable housing,
health care, and adequate education. She called all of us as
leaders to use our influence to make a difference in whatever
area we can.
Marian Heard was a woman we will never forget. She has too
many degrees and awards to mention, however, she made us
sing, laugh and dance. She was a 5 foot stick of dynamite. We
had to quote great philosophers, such as Elvis Presley, and pat
one another on the back and say “Thank you, thank you very
much!” She made us sing “This little light of mine, I'm going to
let it shine.” Marian spoke on the power we have to be a light
of hope to those less fortunate than us, and our responsibility
to use our gifts and talents to change this world for the better.
Every morning Cathy, Dawn, and I would each go our separate
ways. We each had different workshops and networking
sessions. Some of the workshops we attended were, Owning
the Stage, Leading in the League, Membership Transitions, and
High Performing Partnerships Creating a Successful

President/President-Elect Team. Cathy and I realized how
much we are alike in our leadership styles and our stress
factors. We are very excited about the next year and working
together to make sure that the Junior League of Monroe
makes a huge impact in Ouachita Parish and beyond!
Every Junior League of Monroe member should be very proud
of the impact this organization has across the country. We are
being trained to direct, inspire, and motivate women to achieve
more than they ever imagined they could. The decisions we
make today will have an impact on our children in the future
as they become leaders in our community.
As we prepare for the future by the decisions we make today, let
us do so with vision, passion, and the desire to make a difference
in the lives of everyone we come in contact with. As we work
together as women we will see that anything is possible.
When you give of yourself, you receive more than you give.
–Antoine De Saint-Exupery
Submitted by
Kerri Wall
President-Elect

CHARLONS SUMMER 2007
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Spring Meeting

n May 10, 2007 the Junior League of Monroe held their Annual Spring Meeting at
Canard's Restaurant in West Monroe. More than 120 active members, sustainers,
provisionals, and guests attended the event. The contemporary décor provided the
backdrop for a wonderful celebration. The food was superb and included grilled chicken crepes
with grilled asparagus. The dessert was a chocolate lover's dream. The delicious meal was
served, as the guests were entertained with a style show featuring the latest spring fashions.
The League would like to thank Signature's, Talbot's, The Toggery, and Her Toggery for provided
the attractive attire. Special appreciation is also extended to our models, which included actives,
sustainers, and some of our own special men. The style show finale was a tribute to the theme
for the past League year, the Wizard of Oz. Keely Childress, daughter of Denise Hull, portrayed
a 21st century Dorothy.

O

This very special evening was a celebration of the successful League year. We also honor the
person responsible for leading our membership through this past year as our president. This
special person is Dawn Sager. She has given so much of herself this last year and the League has
seen many positive changes as a result of her effort. Dawn has been a remarkable president. On
behalf of the Junior League of Monroe, thank you Dawn. Job well done! You are Oz-some!
A special “thank you” goes to Robin Thomas for playing the piano at our Spring Dinner!
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PICK

Valerie Van Matherne
Valerie Van Matherne is a Monroe native. She is married to Dean Matherne and the
mother of three children, Matthew, Age 7, Van David, Age 5 and Ally Grace, Age 2. She
and her husband enjoy coaching their sons in T-ball and basketball. Valerie has been an
ARCO volunteer for several years and she is a member of North Monroe Baptist Church.
She is self-employed as a tax and estate planning attorney.

PROVISIONALS
Tiffany Jackson
Tiffany is the wife of Milton Jackson, Jr. and the mother of three beautiful girls: Tiesha,
Mikayla and Zoe. She counts the roles of wife and mother as two of the most important and
honorable that she has had the pleasure of holding. In addition, she is an educator who has
had a varied and rewarding career which began in the Ouachita Parish School System upon
graduation from ULM (formerly Northeast Louisiana University) in the fall of 1996 with a
Bachelors in Early Childhood Education. After several years in the parish, she spent six years
in the private sector serving as teacher, child development center director and elementary
curriculum coordinator and administrative supervisor. Presently, her love of children and the
art of good communication have prompted her to return to the parish as a middle school
English and journalism teacher.
Tiffany became interested in the League when she realized that her work within her local
church, although extensive and dedicated, was only a benefit to a small portion of her community. It was her desire to
effectively address a larger representation of the collective needs in Monroe that prompted her to enthusiastically accept
a friend's invitation to join. She feels “privileged to be in the company of accomplished women who heed the call to
invest in something bigger than themselves.”
Tiffany is currently pursuing her Masters in Educational Leadership at Louisiana Tech. Her hobbies include writing,
reading and singing.

Amye Smith
I am married to a wonderful man, Walt, and I am the proud mommy of Thomas who is
two and a half. We are also expecting a new addition to the family in January. We are
members of First Baptist Church of West Monroe and enjoy spending time with our LIFE
group. I, personally, am an avid reader and my favorite things include spending time with
my girlfriends and my family. I am the Director of Operations at Sylvan Learning Center
here in Monroe, a job which allows me to interact with children on a daily basis. It is a
blessing to be feel like I am making a difference in the life of a child. My first year here
with the JLM has been awesome and I look forward to the coming years and the
opportunities that they bring.

Education
Task Force

Aa Bb Cc
2
2
4

ducation & Training’s focus
this year was majoring on
the Junior League mission
and highlighting League
accomplishments from previous years.
Establishing “Me Moments” where the
League Leadership has an opportunity to
focus on the individual woman – apart
from the volunteer, was also an emphasis.
We embarked on this yellow brick road by
creating, hopefully, fun and interesting
memories you won’t soon forget.
Remember the Lipstick Personality Quiz
from the very first meeting? That was a

E

blast! Susan Cordell, Melinda Mintz, &
Bernadine Adams were all guest speakers
for general session meetings. Each one
attested to the amazing impact the
League has had on our community. Part
of the “Me Moments” giveaways from this
year were (2) 30 minute massages from
Aspirations, a fitness certificate from
Goudeau’s and roses for Valentines Day
from the League Leadership. We had
loads of fun with the Soul Train Mission
Scramble. Two National Video gift
certificates were given to the team who
won. A third gift certificate was given

away to Angela Manning because she
wasn’t afraid to “strut her stuff”
demonstrating dances from the 70’s – go
Angela! And we ended the year with a
“What Kind of a League Member Are
You?” quiz. Candles from Rainey’s were
given to the table with correct answers
after being put into a drawing. It was a
great year and hopefully we’ve all learned
more about the organization we’re
serving!
Thanks,
Darian Atkins
CHARLONS SUMMER 2007
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Tracey Woodhead,
Sallie Humble Elementary,

Submitted by

"Around the World with Reading", 1st Grade
With this grant money, I was able to purchase 20 hard back, age
appropriate, accelerated reader books for my classroom. This helped us
by allowing the students to simply check out books in the class instead of
leaving the room to go to the library. It gave me more time for teaching in
the class. I'm also glad to say that my classroom received the honor of
"Model Classroom" from "Accelerated Reading." This was the first time for
my class, so I believe having these books purchase with the grant money
helped us to obtain this honor.

Dear Junior League La
dies –
I was so honored to
receive a
wonderful mini-grant
this year.
What a marvelous se
rvice you
provide for the children
in our
area! Thank you for
much for
the opportunity to pro
vide fun,
educational material
s for our
students. You have
made my
year.

thank you!

Sincerely,
Joy Powell of Swartz
Lower

Deborah Hamby,
Central Elementary,

Submitted by

"Quaking and Shaking with Plate Tectonics",
3rd-5th grades
This project allowed me to purchase a "plate tectonics" cylinder
to be used with our Starlab Portable Planetarium. Our 3rd thru
5th graders have been given a better understanding of the
concept of the earth's plates and how they move to create landforms. Students have also enjoyed learning about different areas
located in the different plate zones. This had enhanced our
Starlab instruction for all students at Central. Students will be
given opportunities to view the cylinder with their classes. It will
be a much needed asset at the beginning of the 2007-2008
school year when the study of landforms with be taught in all
grades.
14
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Debbie Earl,
Swartz Lower Elementary,
Submitted by

"Hush Yo' Mouth", K-2nd grades
The focus of the project was to improve language skills and
increase levels of correct and appropriate communication. Direct
speech therapy sessions were implemented with all special needs
students. These activities included class tea parties, eating at a
restaurant, purchasing items at a store, interacting with friends in
play situations and using communication to solve problems. This
project was a joy to implement and resulted in an increase of
language scores of the children that were involved.

Connie Carraway,
Ouachita Parish High School,
Submitted by

"Picture Perfect"
Students have created their own photos rather than utilizing
the work of others. They have learned to operate a digital
camera and used it to take photos which they have edited and
used in Powerpoint presentations and Web pages.

51 totaling over $12,350
mini grants to area teachers

Dear Ladies
–
Thank you so
much for yo
ur
support of teac
hers and stud
ents
in our area. S
urely we appr
eciate
the funds, bu
t the encour
agement is also w
onderful. May
all
of you be richl
y blessed.
from Mary E
lise Doss of
the
Northeast Bap
tist School.

Submitted by

Mrs. Doss and Mrs. Tidwell,
Northeast Baptist School
4th and 5th Grade,
"What's going on this week in God's world"
NBS 4th and 5th grade are enjoying weekly update on the
World's current events from a Godly perspective. They have a
take home paper to share with family each week. God's World
News is fun for the children. They can't wait to circle up and read
about the news!

CHARLONS SUMMER 2007
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With our small jewel of a hospital and a 3:1 nurse-patient ratio,
guess how well we care for you.
With our smaller size – we’re a
10-bed hospital, soon to be 22bed with our new 12-bed addition opening in January – we can
IRFXVRQHI¿FLHQF\FRPSHWHQF\
and friendliness, and you. And
with our 3:1 nurse-patient ratio
you can be sure you’ll receive
the kind of care that’s really
exceptional.
Little wonder then that our
patients last year voted us in the
top 9% of 740 hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers nationwide in patient satisfaction.
Our modern facilities have
state-of-the-art technology. Our
OR team has been called the
best in the region. And we offer
you a wide range of surgical
procedures, some of which are
unique in this area.
So when it comes to selecting
a hospital for your surgery or
procedure, choose the smallersized hospital where patient care
is truly no small matter.

Winner Jennie Craig poses in her fabulous new Saturn!

The Ninth annual Spring Market was a huge success for the Junior
League of Monroe! The 2007 event was co-chaired by Lisa
Hartmann, Lisa McGivney, Jodi Pipes and Holly Veasey. This year
was a first for many things: a car raffle, Mom and Me event,
Preview Party silent auction and Days of Our Lives star, Kristian
Alfonso!
The Junior League partnered with the Ryan Auto Group and
Saturn of Monroe to raffle a 2007 Saturn Sky convertible. The
raffle was a fabulous success, raising over $20,000. Another huge
success was the Mom and Me event that was added to Saturday
morning. It was created for mothers, grandmothers, aunts and
children to have a special day at the Spring Market. Children's
entertainment was provided by Kindermusik by April, AlphaKidz,
Animal Stufferz and Albritton Photography. The event was capped
off by a Legacies of the League style show, where mothers and
daughters who are members of the League modeled the latest
fashions, often with children and/or grandchildren. The Spring
Market committee was honored to have Kristian Alfonso join the
2007 Spring Market to debut her beautiful new Fleur de Lis
jewelry line and her booth was constantly buzzing with activity
and shoppers hoping to catch a glimpse of her.

The premier hospital. Doing it right.

312 Grammont Street, Suite 101 Monroe, LA • (318) 388-4040 • www.pssurgery.com

"RIGHTON
UP YOUR
DAY   

The entire Spring Market committee is extremely proud of the
2007 Spring Market. This year was the best market to date for the
Junior League. The 4 day extravaganza netted over $145,000 for
the Junior League of Monroe community projects.

Commercial Cleaning
Services

Service Master Action Cleaning
P.O. Box 4252
Monroe, LA 71211
318/325-6400
318/255-6415
Fax: 318/325-5682
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Winner of Louise Seymour
Community Impact Award

Julie Novak Pruitt
The 10th Annual Spring
Market will be held on

March
13, 14, 15 and 16th...

E

very year our league presents this prestigious award to
a sustainer who exemplifies the purpose of the Junior
League and has demonstrated a continued interest in
the community through volunteer service.

Julie embodies the true spirit of volunteerism. As an active member
of the Junior League of Monroe, she served on many various
committees including Charlons, Admissions, Nominating, Cookbook,
and Ways and Means Research. She also chaired Cookbook and and
Conway Hospital committees.

Mark your Calendars!!!
Please try and schedule vacations,
meetings, etc around these dates.
We need everyone to make this a
successful event.

Her giving and unselfish nature has led her to serve in many
different areas of our parish. She is responsible for the purchasing,
cooking and delivery of food for Meals on Wheels. She cooks and
serves monthly at the Desiard Street Shelter. She has organized the
ARCO cookbook fundraiser and has been actively involved in all
aspects of the organization for 10 years. She collects food and
needed goods on a monthly basis and delivers them to Christian
Community Ministries. Her friends have said, “Her heart always
remains in the right place, putting others before herself every time.
Everyone knows that they can always count on her to be there for
them no matter what the circumstances.”
Julie is always available for any help needed at Grace Episcopal
Church. She was a member of the Vestry, is a Lay Eucharistic
Minister, was Altar guild chair for 7 years, has been a member of
Altar Guild for 17 years, candle chair for 16 years, acolyte master,
Vacation bible school helper, flower guild member, and organizer of
Lenten soup suppers each year. Even with everything that needs to
be taken care of she never complains of overwork or stress. She
faces every task with a beautiful smile and unselfish spirit.
Every recommendation letter we received repeated a similar them,
“She is a strong, yet quiet leader and volunteer, who is never self
seeking. She is as committed when she is in charge of a project as
she is when she is following instructions.”
Julie is a loving wife, mother, and grandmother whose family always
comes first. She has passed her volunteer spirit to her children. Amy
is also a sustainer in the League and Ryan is always at her side
helping her with her volunteer jobs and reminding her to be on time!
Julie Novak Pruitt is a outstanding woman who is very deserving of
this award. The Junior League of Monroe is honored to have such an
incredible sustainer to continue our
mission and impact future generations.
Submitted by Kerri Wall
CHARLONS SUMMER 2007

17

“

The work will wait while you show the child the rainbow, but the rainbow
won't wait while you do the work.
–Unknown

”

Fund Development 2006 - 2007
As a way to better understand and
serve Leagues, the Association of Junior
Leagues International’s Board of Directors
initiated a Lifelong Membership Research
Project. This project involved reaching out
to members, Presidents and community
stakeholders in over 30 Junior Leagues in
a series of in-depth interviews during the
2005-2006 League year, which discussed
an array of concerns affecting lifelong
membership. Extensive data mining has
begun for the project and initial findings
are now available.
Early findings indicate that two of
the critical issues affecting lifelong
membership are achieving a balance
between requirements and flexibility and
identifying the elements of a well-run
League. We learned that women are
drawn to Leagues because of the
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structure that requirements provide for
meaningful community work and skills
development. However, because of
various life stage changes, such as caring
for an elderly parent or going to graduate
school, flexibility on how members
operate within this structure is key.
It was determined that a well-run League
is one that is business-like in nature. This
includes taking a strategic approach to
addressing issues of member retention,
recruitment and leadership transitions.
Participants agreed a well-run League
must be efficient, organized and
respectful of members’ time. Efforts to
receive feedback on such issues are also
necessary and greatly affect lifelong
membership. Findings also presented a
strong desire for mentorship within the
League.

The need for both meaningful work and
greater presence in the community is
important to both Leagues and community
stakeholders. The level of satisfaction
varied among Presidents regarding the
number and strength of their Leagues’
projects as well as the community
recognition they achieve. Leagues would
like to be able to share best practices on
these and other key issues.
The information gathered from this
research is being used, in conjunction
with other research conducted by AJLI,
to help shape future programs and
practices. The AJLI Board of Directors
and AJLI staff will continue to share
information throughout the coming year.

Member Moment
Marlene Williams
Born: August 31, 1972
Place: Baton Rouge, LA
Family: Married 10 years to a one-ofa-kind husband: Donnie Williams He is
indeed the laughter and joy of my day.

Education: Bachelors of Business
Administration/Major: Management
Masters of Christian Education/Major:
Church Administration

Favorite Restaurant: Bahama Breeze. The “Jose'
Chocolate Tres Leches Cake” is divine.
Hobbies: I love spending time with friends and family. I
enjoy learning about and from other people. Going to dinner
and a movie is a great pastime of mine.
I am also very active in my church, Fair Park Baptist Church in
West Monroe. I enjoy teaching Sunday School. This allows me
to dig into God's word and develop the application to share with
others.

Favorite scripture:
Career:

Senior Marketing Coordinator for CenturyTel's
website channels. I am the liaison between Marketing and IT /
Website Development to ensure all product promotions are
communicated on the various company websites

“For I know the plans I have for you,"
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Favorite statement: “Life is good.”

There is a company
that has capitalized on this statement; it is so very true. I feel
very blessed in my life…life is good.

League Involvement:

After developing the new league
website: www.juniorleaguemonroe.com I am currently serving
as Assistant Financial VP.

The Grace Experience
GRACE EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
1400 North Fourth Street
Monroe, LA 71201
318-322-5837 (telephone)
318-322-6956 (fax)
Preparatory Program
Pre K 3 through Grade 8

Exceeding Expectations, from
Small Steps to Major Strides
Donnie and Marlene Williams
CHARLONS SUMMER 2007
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Volunteers are the Sole of the Community
his coming League year promises to be a
monumental year. We have many milestones on
the horizon. We have a new fundraiser called Tour
of Kitchens, a new cookbook is in the works, and
our Spring Market will celebrate its 10th anniversary. We are
also kicking off our Signature Community Project called Tools
and Literacy for Children. We will also continue our many
other community projects such as Kids in the Kitchen,
Education Task Force, First Steps, and Senior Friends. Our
volunteers make great things happen in our community and in
our League so we cannot forget those whose work with the
League is more internal such as Charlons, House and
Arrangements, Admissions, and Yearbook.

10

T

For our League to complete our set goals for the year, it
requires each and every member to do their part.
Volunteering to improve our community is a common reason
for our members to join. Volunteering improves the lives of
those we encounter and our own lives. It improves our
emotional state with good feelings of helping others and it has
been shown to also improve our physical state. Volunteering
is good for everyone involved and we as League members
should pass this on to other women friends in our lives, to our
children, and other family members. It is the theme for the
2007-08 League year. Volunteers are the sole of the
community. We will combine the importance of volunteering
along with another important aspect to women - SHOES! We
will have a shoe theme this year for our meetings - a shoe of
the month. Shoes have different purposes and so do the
many facets of League volunteerism. So get ready all you
volunteers and shoe lovers for a year full of great
accomplishments.

TOP

List of Things
a Volunteer Should Know
10.

List your dreams and talents. Where do you excel? What have you
always dreamed of doing? What do you really enjoy or would
like to try? Is there a way to prepare, learn or try it as a volunteer?

9.

Pick your duration. One size doesn't fit all, just like volunteer
opportunities. I've found that volunteer projects come in three
sizes: one-time, short-term, and “whad'ya doing for the rest of
your life?”

8.

Make a commitment. Sometimes a volunteer project is an
acquired taste. Give yourself a chance to have good days, bad
days and in-between days. If after three months you see no
redeeming value, then at least you can feel you gave it a fair
chance.

7.

Watch and learn. Seasoned volunteers can teach you the “ropes”
so to speak. Observe them and follow their lead. Have confidence in the knowledge that you are capable and trainable.
Balance that confidence with a dose of humility, also.

6.

Ability, need and desire. You must have the ability to do the
service, there must be a need for the service, and you must
have the desire to be of service.

5.

Unpaid doesn't mean unprofessional. “Anything worth doing is
worth doing well.” All that we do, we need to do with our most
sincere effort. Anything less is a disservice to those we are
helping and ultimately to ourselves.

4.

Balance is the key. Priorities add balance. Charity begins at homekeep the priorities straight. Balance out family, work and volunteering. If you become overwhelmed, stress will set in and you
won't enjoy doing anything.

3.

Stand back and admire. Sometimes people forget to say
“thank you” so you will need to reward yourself. Be proud of
your accomplishments-take the time to smell the roses, hear
the raindrops on the pane, feel the snow on your nose, taste the
cool clear water.

2.

Find a home and make a change. Are you stale or still fresh?
Are you learning, enthusiastic or approaching burnout? Check
yourself periodically and act upon your honest answers.

1.

Have Fun! Life has enough drudgery; volunteering shouldn't
be one of them. Giving of yourself should be uplifting and joyful. We are at our best when we learn, grow, play and serve
each other with love and respect.

Submitted by:
Cathy Whipple

Yearbook
Updates
We are in the process of working
on the 2007-2008 Yearbooks.
Please check your information
and contact

Ms. Velma at 322-3236
or email at

jrleague@centurytel.net
to make any changes.

“

Dreams are illustrations... from the book
your soul is writing about you.
–Marsha Norman

”

Donald Patrick Dunn

CHARLONS SUMMER 2007
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A Little TLC
from the League
he TLC (Tools and Literacy for
Children) committee, chaired by
Christine Rambo, has been very busy
this summer setting up one of the
most comprehensive programs to address the
needs of children living in poverty. Monroe is
considered the third poorest city in the nation for
populations over 50,000, and 30 percent of
children in Ouachita Parish live in poverty. TLC
adopted Barkdull Faulk Elementary on Jackson
Street in Monroe. The school has 300 students and
a 99 percent free/reduced lunch rate.

T

This August, the TLC school supply subcommittee,
headed up by Megan Gibson, bought and donated
more than $3,300 dollars worth of school supplies
to Barkdull Faulk. Our donation completely takes
care of every student's school supply needs. Two
youth groups from New Life Wesleyan Church in
West Monroe and New Hope Church of Austin,
Texas helped us sort, pack, and deliver the school
supplies to the school. The youth groups, thanks
President-elect Kerri Wall, also helped the school
reorganize its library.
TLC would like to thank our supporters who
contributed school supplies to our back-to-school
campaign. Major Royce Toney of the Ouachita
Parish Sheriff's Department donated 400 packages
of filler paper. Assistant District Attorney Steve

Major Royce Toney of the Sheriff's Department donates school supplies to TLC. (from left to
right: Major Royce Toney, Christine Rambo, Chair, President Cathy Whipple, and Presidentelect Kerri Wall)

Sylvester of the 4th District Attorney's Office donated more than 500 notebooks
to the school. The United Way donated several boxes of school supplies and
books. Businesses like Target, Kilpatrick Funeral Home, and Perry Development
of Monroe also made monetary contributions.
Our League members and sustainers have also wholeheartedly embraced our
effort to outfit needy students with uniforms and shoes. More than 130 students
have been adopted so far, and we are still accepting donations for uniforms. We
estimate that it will cost $100 per student. Caroline Brockman and Molly
Pleasant who are heading up the Uniform subcommittee will soon be sending
up information on the student's clothing sizes to our sponsors. You can also just
send a check for $100, and let Molly and Caroline do the shopping.
Valerie Matherne who heads up our conflict resolution subcommittee is working
with the West Monroe Community Center and Sonja Westbrook, a league
member and social worker with the Children's Coalition. They are designing a
special conflict resolution and anti-bullying curriculum which will be
taught to every grade level at Barkdull Faulk from pre-K to sixth
grade. TLC is partnering with ULM's Department of Education to
have its Seniors teach this conflict resolution curriculum. Special
thanks to Dr. Ava Pugh, a JLM provisional, for making the
arrangements for ULM block students to teach these classes.
The TLC weekend food subcommittee, headed up by Svea Tierce and
Amye Smith, has partnered with the Northeast Louisiana Food Bank to
buy food at greatly reduced costs. We will be able to feed 50 students
for 9 months on the weekends and holidays. Many of these students
rely solely on the school meals for their nutrition and go hungry on the
weekends. Svea and Amye have organized many volunteer
organizations like the Girl Scouts and the Boy Scouts to help us pack
food packages which will include healthy snacks like cereal, individual
serving sizes of beef stew and frank and beans, juices, and peanut
butter crackers. Our first delivery of food takes place the first
weekend that school starts back.

Young people from New Life Wesleyan Church in West Monroe and
New Hope Church in Austin, Texas helps TLC sort, pack, and deliver
school supplies to Barkdull Faulk Elementary

Our parent involvement subcommittee, headed up by Cheri
Holbrook, is partnering with the Children's Coalition to bring
monthly parent involvement events to Barkdull Faulk. The events are
designed to draw parents to the school and get them more involved
in their children's education. Our first event is a Back-to-School Bash
at Barkdull Faulk on Thursday, August 16th from 6pm to 8pm. We
will have food, games, prizes, and informational booths.
Submitted by Christine Rambo, Committee Chair
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