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I am humbled and honored to have been chosen to lead this strong, determined
and powerhouse group of women. My promise is to be true to our mission of
promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women, and improving
communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.
This year, we will set on an intentional course to embrace our culture of
philanthropy, service, and action.The true value of a Junior League membership
is that our work is a force multiplier for community impact. The contribution
of each member supports these efforts. Each act of service and volunteerism
advance our impact.
Each year, the incoming president selects a theme that will guide our work
and focus throughout the year. I am excited to introduce my upcoming theme.
GIVE. GAIN. GROW.
Give your time, talent, and resources. Gain experience, purpose,
and community. Grow your leadership through the leagues impact.

My hope and desire with my upcoming presidency is to empower women
to lead and be the change for a positive impact in our community. I call on
Provisionals, Actives and Sustainers to help make this happen.
I am beyond honored that you have entrusted me to be the 2021-2022 President of the Junior League of Monroe. I
pledge to serve you with honesty and integrity. I ask that you stand beside me and lock arms as we Give. Gain. Grow.
Much love,

Mary Francis Siggers
President, 2021-2022
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about JLM
Our Vision Through the power of
our association, Junior Leagues strengthen
communities by embracing diverse perspectives,
building partnerships, and inspiring solutions.
Our Mission The Junior League of
Monroe is an organization of women committed
to promoting voluntarism, developing the
potential of women, and improving communities
through the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively
educational and charitable.
Our Purpose

We reach out to women
of all races, religions, and national origins who
demonstrate an interest in and a commitment
to voluntarism.

Our History

Since 1930, members
of the Junior League of Monroe have devoted
countless volunteer hours to meet the needs of
the people and organizations of our community.
Community leaders have always looked to the
JLM for leadership in starting new community
programs. As a result, the JLM has often been
the catalyst that turned an idea into a success
that benefited many in our area. Here are a few
examples of programs that we have started
in recent years: Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA), Teen Screen, Shots for
Tots, Teen Court, Operation Abstinence, and
Project Child.

partnering for a
better community

Photography by Albritton Photography

JLM Board of Directors 2021-2022
(from left to right)
Kelsey Bohl: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Communications VP
Haley Holley .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Membership VP
Lisa Hammett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Fund Development VP
Carol-Anne Lenard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Community VP
Melinda Minniefield: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Secretary
Lauren Voorhees .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Placement & Nominating Chair
Mary Francis Siggers: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President
Tiffany Rials O’Neal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President-Elect
Melissa Kiper .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Presidential Advisor
Suhan Wallace .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Financial VP
April Hammett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Assistant Financial VP
Amy Miller .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Planning & Research VP
Allison Earl  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Advisory & Planning Chair

Red Cross • Salvation Army • YWCA • YMCA • Camp Fire Girls • March of Dimes • Crippled Children’s Clinic • Masur Museum • Louisiana Training Institute
• Open Door Home • Easter Seals • Med-Camps • Suzuki Forum • Ronald McDonald House • Go Care • United Way • Our House • Girl Scouts • Christian
Community Ministries • New Horizon’s Boy Scout Camp • Tri-District Boys’ Club • Twin City Ballet • Strauss Theatre • Monroe Symphony • Northeast
Louisiana Children’s Museum • Susan G. Komen Foundation • Women’s Wellness Coalition • West Monroe Community Center • Monroe Housing Authority
• Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana • City of Monroe Beautification Board • Extra Mile • Friends of ULM Library • Friends of Monroe Civic Center
• Little Theatre’s Young Troupe • Louisiana Folk Life Festival • Monroe Chamber of Commerce • Ouachita Valley Historic Preservation Society • Partners in
Education • West Monroe/West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce • Habitat for Humanity • The Center for Women & Children

Association Prayer
We pray that we will never be so blind
that our small world is all we ever see.
Or so supremely satisfied
that what we are is all we ever hope to be.
Grant us the joy of filling someone’s need.
Make us gracious followers,
make gracious those who lead.
And more than all we pray,
that through the years, we will remember
there are always new frontiers.
Amen.
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The Junior League of Monroe
2811 Cameron Street

®

Monroe, LA 71201
Office 318-322-3236
Fax 318-314-2024
Office Hours:
Mondays-Thursdays • 8:30 am–2:30 pm
Website: www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
Email: jrleague@jlmonroe.org
League Year:
June 1, 2021- May 31, 2022
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Advertise in Charlons
Support the League, grow
your business, and be
featured in Charlons with
effective and affordable
advertising.
Please address all advertising
space and rate queries to the
Charlons committee at:
jlm.charlons@gmail.com.
We would love to have
your Junior League outing
photos featured in our next
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original format photos for
the next issue of Charlons!
jlm.charlons@gmail.com.
The Charlons staff encourages
you to thank our advertisers and
patronize them.

Education and Training

27 Technology

28

Activities
DEI Task Force Inaugural Meeting
House & Arrangements
Community Care Closet
Admissions & Recruitment
Placement
Fund Development

29
30

Letter from
the Editor
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Charlons Committee
2021-22
Megan Wilkins, Chair
Katrina Branson
Demetri Charleston
LaWanda Elliott

Who doesn’t love Fall and the beautiful
colors it brings? It is such a wonderful
time of the year and everyone is starting
to decorate and prepping for the holiday
season that is around the corner. I wanted to
incorporate those colors throughout each
page to give you the feeling of wonderful
weather, sitting around a campfire making
s’mores, and getting into the pumpkin spirit.
The Fall issue of Charlons is full of fun and
exciting news, adventures, and upcoming
events. As you go through the issue, I hope
the stories brings a smile to your face and
you enjoy the journey that we all have
been on the last few months. It has been
so rewarding working with the Charlons
committee and under our new President,
Mary Francis Siggers. Everyone within the
League has just been wonderful and I am
honored to be a part of The Junior League
of Monroe.
I hope you all enjoy this year’s Fall issue and
I want to thank you all for your dedication,
support, and drive. Together we can “Give.
Gain. Grow” within the League and the
community. I hope you all have a wonderful
League season.

Megan Wilkins
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2021-2022

Mary Francis Siggers, President
Mary Francis was born and raised in Monroe
and has deep love for this city, community
and the people. She has been married to
her husband, A.J., for 10 years and they have
3 beautiful children, Aubrey Joyce (8), Jordan
Robert (3) and Elise Kathryn (4 months). Mary
Francis graduated from ULM with a Bachelor’s
degree in 2008. Her and her husband own and operate Custom
Design Center in Monroe and Eason Manufacturing in West Monroe.
Mary Francis joined The Junior League of Monroe in 2012 to further
be involved in the community and to make a difference any way she
could. She has served on the Spring Market committee for 3 years
with 2 of those being Chair and also Chair of Marketing and PR for
1 year. Cotton Country Cookbook for 1 year.
She has served on the Board of Directors for four year as Vice
President of Fund Development, Nominating and Placement Chair,
President-Elect and now President.
Mary Francis is excited for the upcoming league year and hopes that
all members are inspired to become involved and make a difference
whether big or small. She wants members to know that all things are
possible with a great attitude, drive and determination. Her hope
and desire with her presidency is to empower women to lead and
be the change for a positive impact in our community.

Tiffany Rials O’Neal, President-Elect
Tiffany joined the Junior League in 2015 as
a Provisional. She has served as Community
Outreach Chair and on the Board of
Directors as Planning and Research VP and
as Membership VP. She is currently serving as
President-Elect.
She is originally from Franklin Parish, and moved to Monroe to
attend the University of Louisiana at Monroe. She received her
BA in Elementary Education before receiving her Masters and Post
Graduate +30 degree from Louisiana College.
Tiffany is a Preschool teacher at Sterlington Elementary. In her spare
time, she enjoys cooking, reading and playing with her four year old
daughter, Sage. Her favorite part of being in the Junior League is the
leadership skills it has taught her, and for the life-long friends she has
made.
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Kelsey Bohl, Communications VP

Kelsey Bohl is a native of Monroe, LA. She
graduated from Ouachita Parish High School,
received her bachelor’s degree from Louisiana
State University, MBA from ULM, and Doctorate
in Higher Education Administration from the
University of Alabama. During her time at LSU,
Kelsey was a member of both the LSU Golden
Girls (2006, 2008, 2009) and LSU Tiger Girls
(2007) dance teams. She also coached the ULM Hawkline dance
team for 5 years (2012-2017). Kelsey is currently the Executive
Director of Marketing and University Communications at ULM.
Kelsey joined the Junior League of Monroe as a Provisional in 2018,
served as Chair of the Community Impact Committee in 2019, the
2020-2021 Community VP, and is currently the Communications
VP. Kelsey loves JLM because the impact the League has on our
community is extremely significant. She loves being involved with
such a passionate group of women all working to make our
community a better place to live. She is extremely excited to serve
on Board this year!
Kelsey is also involved in many other organizations in the community.
She serves as a board member for the Louisiana Delta Ballet,
Northeast Louisiana Ad Club, and the Northeast Louisiana Arts
Council. Kelsey is a graduate of Leadership Ouachita class of 2018
and a 2019 Northeast Louisiana’s Young Professionals Top 20 under
40 recipient.
Kelsey is married to Alex Bohl, and they have a three-year old
daughter Lydia and 2-month old son Locke. Kelsey is also a 200hour registered yoga teacher, avid reader, and vintage enthusiast.

Carol-Anne Lenard, Community VP
Carol-Anne is a lifelong resident of Northeast
Louisiana. She graduated from West Monroe
High School and went on to earn a degree
in Mass Communications from the University
of Louisiana at Monroe. Her and her husband,
Grisham, have been married for four years and
have a son, Hilton, who is three.
With the love of her community and helping others, Carol-Anne has
served with many service organizations and on several boards. She
has volunteered with ARCO, the Food Bank of Northeast Louisiana,
Ronald McDonald House, Pilots for Patients, St. Francis Foundation,
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and various political campaigns.
She has held leadership positions with Kappa Delta Sorority, Ad
Club of Northeast Louisiana, Epsilon Sigma Alpha, and the Monroe
Symphony Orchestra. Over the span of her career in Public
Relations, she was recognized as one of DeltaStyle Magazine’s Sweet
16 Most Influential Women of the Delta and Monroe Chamber of
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Commerce’s Top 20 Under 40. In 2017, she was the recipient of
the Ad Club’s Silver Medal Award, which recognizes those who
contribute greatly to the community and the world of advertising.
In 2014, she joined the Junior League of Monroe and has served
on the Technology Committee, committee member, as well as Care
Closets as committee member, co-chair, and chair. She is looking
forward to her first year serving on the board as the Community
Vice President. Her favorite memories with the league thus far are
the numerous volunteer opportunities including Dragon Boat races,
Food Bank, and the Cinderella Project.

Suhan Wallace, Financial VP
My name is Suhan Wallace. I was born and
raised in China. I graduated from Anhui
University with a BA degree in English. I am a
mother of two boys, Emerson and Ayrton. I am
also a full time photographer and own Wallace
Photography.
I have been a member of Monroe Junior League
since 2014. I am the Financial VP of the 2021 Board of Directors. I
started as a committee member of Charity Shopping Pass. In 2017, I
chaired Fund Development and really began to thrive. During these
three years I have learned so much from league members as well
as AJLI. In 2019 I was awarded the Volunteer of the Year. This year,
2021is my 7th active year.
Volunteering in the community has totally changed my life. Fellow
Junior League members have made this life altering experience even
more meaningful. The encouragement, support, and friendship of
JLM has been invaluable in my pursuit to become a leader in our
amazing community. We work together, support each other, and
have fun simultaneously.

April Hammett, Financial AVP
April is a native of Winnfield, Louisiana,
though she was raised in Hamburg, Arkansas.
With Louisiana ties running deep, she chose to
attend Louisiana State University, where she
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science in 2007. She then attended the LSU
Paul M. Hebert Law Center and obtained her
Juris Doctorate in 2010. In 2011, April moved to the Monroe/West
Monroe area. April is a partner at McNew, King & Landry, L.L.P.,
where she practices primarily in the areas of family law, business
law, and civil litigation. She and her husband, Quincey, have one
son, Jamison, age 3.
April joined the League in 2017. She has served on the Fund
Development committee, the Provisional committee, and as
Technology Chair. She is excited to serve on the Board and is
looking forward to a great year of giving, gaining, and growing!
Outside of the league, April has served on the Board of Directors
for the Fourth Judicial District Bar Association since 2018, served
as President of the Fourth Judicial District Bar Association from
2019-2020, and has volunteered for many years for the Make-AWish Foundation.

Haley Holley, Membership VP
Haley Holley is a native of Woodstock,
Georgia and attended college at the University
of Alabama were she was a member of
Delta Zeta Sorority. Upon graduating with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Secondary
Education Social Sciences, her husband (a
Louisiana native) proposed and she moved to
Monroe to be closer to him. Haley furthered
her education at the University of Louisiana Monroe where she
obtained a Master of Education degree in Curriculum & Instruction.
At the age of 23, Haley began her teaching career at Ouachita
Parish High School instructing Civics, US History, and later AP US
History. During her tenure as a teacher, she was awarded Teacher
of the Year at Ouachita Parish High School in 2015, High School
Teacher of the Year for the Ouachita Parish School District in 2015,
NSHSS Claes Nobel Educator of Distinction in 2016, and LACUE
Region 8 Secondary Teacher of the Year in 2016. Additionally, she
served as an Louisiana Department of Education Teacher Leader
Advisor for two years writing curriculum for Social Studies. In 2017,
Haley became the Assistant Principal of Curriculum at Ouachita
Parish High School and served in this role for three years. Haley
also is a member of the National Institute for School Leadership
Executive Development Program Louisiana Cohort 4. Currently,
she is serving as the Ouachita Parish School Board Assessment and
Accountability Coordinator for High Schools. She enjoys working
with administrative teams from all five of the district’s high schools.
Haley joined the Junior League of Monroe as a Provisional in
2016. She served as the Co- Chair of Community Impact in 20172018, the Chair of Community Impact in 2018-2019, the Chair of
Education & Training 2019-2021, and is currently serving as the VP
of Membership. Haley loves being a part of the Junior League of
Monroe, because she enjoys connecting with other local women
who are passionate about improving the community in which they
live!
Haley and her husband, Webb Holley, will celebrate eight years of
marriage in November, and they have two children; Haddox (3.5)
and Cullen (1.5).They own Holley Farms in Bastrop which produces
corn, cotton, soy beans, blueberries, and blackberries! In her spare
time, Haley loves to read, be outside, and travel.

Amy Miller, Planning & Research VP
Amy Miller serves as the Planning & Research
Vice President on our 2021-2022 Board of
Directors. She joined the Junior League of
Monroe in 2018 as a transfer member from
the Junior League of Lafayette, which she joined
in 2015.
Amy is an attorney at the Law Office of Michael
S. Coyle in Ruston, Louisiana where she also
serves on the Lincoln Parish Library Board of
Control as Vice Chair. She enjoys the smalltown country life in Ruston with her husband,
Brock, son, Brock Jr., and their three weird cats.

7

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2021

Allison Earl, Advisory & Planning Chair
Allison is originally from Shreveport, LA and
moved to the Monroe area when she attended
the University of Louisiana at Monroe. She
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Speech Communication in 2004 and a Master
of Arts Degree in Speech Communication in
2006, both from ULM. Cool facts, she graduated
as an Indian and a Warhawk and has 4 National
Championship rings as the Assistant Coach of the ULM Water Ski
Team! She married her husband, Brandon, in November of 2009
and welcomed their first sweet daughter, Annabelle, into their family
in November of 2014 and their second sweet daughter, Lillian in
September of 2019. Allison and Lillian share a birthday month, how
sweet and exciting!
She and her husband own American Auto Rental in Monroe and
a second location in Bossier City, LA. They love their business and
have worked alongside each other for the past 10 years! WOW!
Allison joined the league in 2013 and she’s loved everything about
it! She’s served as a member of the Charity Shopping Pass and
Placement committee, Co-Chair and Chair of Provisionals (her
all-time favorite committee). In 2017, she joined the JLM Board of
Directors as the Assistant Financial VP, with the following year serving
as the Financial VP, Membership Development VP and is currently
the Advisory Planning Chair, for the second year in a row! She was
voted the ‘Volunteer of the Year’ with our league in 2017!
Allison serves as the President of her local sorority Alumnae Chapter
and also serves as an advisor for the collegiate chapter of Phi Mu
Fraternity at ULM. She has received several awards from ULM
including “Faculty Advisor of the Year” and the Student Government
Association’s “Outstanding Alumni Award.”
She believes that 2021-2022 is going to be an exciting year to ‘Give,
Gain, Grow!’ Having such dedicated league members and wonderful
committees, our area is definitely blessed to have the awesome
support of our league!
A little bit of history about her family photo. Her family not only
loves Star Wars, dressing up, themed events, but also Comic Cons.
They have traveled to several different venues to meet different
stars, see some cool costumes and make memories together! If
you’ve never been to one, she highly recommends it! Ahsoka Tano &
Baby Yoda had a blast! Her family picture is with Vanessa Angel – she
was super nice and so much fun to meet!

Lauren Voorhees, Placement &
Nominating Chair
Lauren is a native of Monroe and has been
married to her husband, Chris Voorhees, for
7 years. They have two daughters, Clare (5)
who is in Kindergarten and attends Lexington
Elementary, and Violet who is one year old.
Lauren is a proud product of the Monroe City
School System, where she works currently, and
a graduate of Neville High School in 2004. She
then graduated from Louisiana Tech University with a Bachelor’s
degree in Elementary Education. She is an alumna of Sigma Kappa
Sorority. She is currently in her twelfth year at Sallie Humble
Elementary where she is able to daily feed her passion of teaching
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3rd grade Math. She helped pilot and has been an active part of the
Louisiana Tech TEAM mentor teaching program for the past four
years, where elementary education students intern in her classroom
for a full year. Furthermore, Lauren is honored to participate in
sponsoring the Beta Club at her school, which focuses on wellrounded students who are willing to give their free time giving back
to our community. Furthermore, She loves teaching simply because
children make her happy. She loves spending time to get to know
each of their big and unique personalities, playing kickball, and of
course field trips!
Lauren revels in spending with her family, playing outside with her
kids, riding bikes, rooting for the Chicago Cubs, and of course, Neville
football. Lauren is a member of Parkview Baptist Church. She also
enjoys being involved in Charis women’s retreat ministry.
Lauren joined the league in 2013 where she has enjoyed making new
friendships and serving our community. She acted on the Education
Task Force committee for three years and also served as chairman.
Her favorite part of this committee was handing out the 31 mini
grants to teachers in our community, as many of them were her
colleagues. In 2017-18 she was named the Advisory Board Chairman
on the Board of Directors, then Membership Vice President in 201819 which intensified her love for the Junior League. She then became
President Elect, and eagerly served as President in 2020-2021. She
currently serves as the Nominating and Placement Chair. She loves
making connections with new provisionals and getting to know
current members on a personal level. She loves our community and
believes as women, we can make a huge impact for other women
and children at risk! She looks forward to continue to serve and
grow this year with the League!

Melinda Minniefield, Secretary
Melinda’s strong belief that everyone has an
obligation and responsibility to help others
led her to join the Junior League of Monroe
as a provisional member in 2015.   Born with a
heart to serve, Melinda strives to be a source
of compassion and support for everyone she
encounters.
Melinda is originally from Lake Charles, LA. She moved to Ruston,
LA with her family where she attended Ruston High School and later
graduated from Louisiana Tech university with a bachelor’s degree.  
Melinda has had the privilege of serving as a member, co-chair, and
chair of the Technology committee. Last year was Melinda’s first
year on board serving as Planning and Research VP. Melinda will
continue to serve on the Board this League year as Secretary.
In her spare time, Melinda enjoys reading, traveling, and is an avid
runner. She also works tirelessly on various volunteering initiatives.  
Melinda’s favorite thing about the Junior League of Monroe is getting
to learn from and be inspired by a diverse group of immensely
talented and strong women!
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Lisa Hammett, Fund Development VP
Lisa is a native of Corpus Christi, Texas. She
moved to Monroe, Louisiana after marrying her
husband of 10 years, Jeb Hammett. Together
they have twin boys, Nathan and Andrew.
Lisa graduated from Texas A&M International
University with a Bachelors degree in
Communication Disorders. She then furthered
her education by completing her Master’s Degree at Louisiana Tech
University in 2019. She is currently employed as a Speech Language
Pathologist in the Monroe City School System. Lisa joined the Junior
League of Monroe as a Provisional in 2014. As a member, Lisa has
served as a member of the Spring Market Committee. Within that
committee, she has served as Merchant Chair (2021, 2018) and
Co-Chair (2020). Lisa is currently serving on the 2021-2022 Board
of Directors as the Fund Development VP (2020-2021) and Spring
Market Merchant Chair. She is grateful for the many opportunities
that the league has provided to help her grow personally and
professionally. The Hammett’s are active members of Jesus the
Good Shepherd Church, ACTS and the ACTS community. Outside
of the Junior League, Lisa continues to enjoy serving her community,
spending time with family, and attending Neville sporting events. Lisa
is looking forward to the upcoming year and hopes to continue the
positive impact that the Junior League has had within the Twin Cities
and surrounding areas.

Melissa Kiper, Presidential Advisor
Melissa joined JLM as a Provisional in 2011.
Over the years, she was a member of the
Charlons committee, served as Co-Chair/
Co-Editor of Charlons, Communications VP,
Community VP, President-Elect, 2017-2018
President, Chairman of Nominating and
Placement, Chairman of Charity Development,
and Presidential Advisor for the past two Presidents.
She is a native of West Monroe and a graduate of West Monroe High
School, Louisiana Tech University where she received her Bachelor’s
of Science in Marketing and Secondary Business Education teaching
certification, and the University of Louisiana Monroe where she
received her Master of Business Administration and Masters +30 in
Education. She serves as a Marketing Instructor at ULM, co-advisor
of Pi Sigma Epsilon, and hosts the ULM Student ADDY Award
Ceremony.
Melissa has one furry child, Cotton, a two year old rambunctious
Labradoodle. When she’s not walking Cotton at Kiroli Park, she
enjoys playing competitive tennis, kayaking, and taking hip hop classes
at Linda Lavendar School of Dance. She attends Fair Park Baptist
Church in West Monroe. She volunteers with the Miss Louisiana
Organization as a dorm hostess and with the Center for Children
& Families where she serves on the Black & White Ball fundraising
committee. She also serves on the Board of Directors for ULM’s
Women’s Symposium, West Monroe High School Alumni and
Friends, Ad Club of Northeast Louisiana, Louisiana Delta Ballet, and
the Northeast Louisiana Arts Council as Administrative Vice Chair.
She has been recognized as a NELA Top 20 under 40 Young
Professional, DeltaStyle Magazine’s Women Educators that Shape
the Delta, 2nd Runner Up for Louisiana Delta Ballet’s Dancing with
the Louisiana Stars (where her JLM cheering section rocked the
Monroe Civic Center), Top 5 for the Twin City Ballet’s Twin City Lip
Sync Battle and is a graduate of the Leadership Ouachita program.
Through the extensive training and mentoring she’s received from
the Junior League, Melissa has become a better volunteer, gained
leadership skills that she uses in other organizations and her
professional career, and gained many lifelong friends along the way.
She is forever grateful to this organization and plans to stay active
for many years to come!

Autumn
is a second spring where every leaf is
a flower ~ Albert Camus
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Message from
the Outgoing
President
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Happy Fall, everyone!

®

I am excited to see the many things this league year will bring! Under the
leadership of my dear friend, Mary Francis Siggers, I am positive, our time
spent together will be exceptional as we Give, Gain, and Grow with the Junior
League.
I feel grateful for Facebook and Instagram, as I was able to entertain myself this
summer by tagging along on each of your vacations! I love being able to stay
connected while we are enjoying our breaks with our families.
In addition, getting acquainted with the new provisional class before their
monthly meetings has been great and the “Back to the League” event brought
out my inner kid! Who doesn’t like shopping, popcorn, and games?! I am also
looking forward to the monthly social gatherings! Cheers! The Spring Market
committee is full steam ahead, and the numerous volunteer opportunities
coming up make me enthusiastic! I was overwhelmed by the attendance at the
first general meeting in September; the positive vibe and cheerful chatter was
just what JLM needed to get this year jump started! Our members are already
engaged, invested, and involved.

Thank you all for the opportunity to serve as President for 2020-2021. It is truly a time in my life that I will always
treasure. I look forward to continue to grow with the Junior League of Monroe, our community, and all of you!
Love to all,

Lauren Voorhees
President, 2020-2021
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The Passing of the
president’s Gavel
by Melissa Kiper, 2021 President Advisor

T

he Passing of the President’s Gavel tradition was started
in 2018 at the Junior League of Monroe’s Annual Spring
Dinner. Cydni Hanks, Melissa Kiper, and Ashley West
attended the AJLI annual conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota
in May 2017 and overheard some other Leagues talking about
a Pass the Gavel tradition. It peaked our interest, so we had to
learn more! It was a way to celebrate past Presidents and wish
the new President well on the start of the new League year. JLM
already had the tradition of engraving a gavel with the upcoming
President’s name and year of service, so we thought this would
be a nice touch to the already special tradition. Former President,
Cydni Hanks (2018-2019) was the first to receive the “pass” by
Melissa Kiper (2017-2018) and other former Presidents. The
tradition continued each year at Spring Dinner. Our current
President, Mary Francis, was unable to attend the Spring Dinner
in 2021, since she had recently delivered her third bundle of joy,
Elise Kathryn Siggers. We wanted Mary Francis to experience
the emotional and coveted experience of passing the gavel, so
we held her own special Passing of the Gavel at our September
General Meeting. It was the sweetest surprise and we were so
thankful to the former Presidents who were able to attend.

Pictured: Back left to right – Terri Arthur 2001, Cathy Whipple 2007,
Dawn Sager 2006, Ashley West 2016, Cydni Hanks 2018.
Front left to right – Darian Atkins 2012, Jenny Pankey 2015,
Mary Francis Siggers 2021, Melissa Kiper 2017, Lauren Voorhees 2020,
Meghan Sharp 2019.

11

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2021

Volunteering with
Northeast Louisiana
Arts Council
A group of volunteers made up of Arts Council staff, Arts
Council board of directors, members of The Junior League of
Monroe and employees from Origin Bank gathered at West
Monroe-West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce and packed
well over 500 art kits that will be distributed soon to K-5th
students in two Region 8 elementary schools as part of our
pilot program, Start With Art!
A huge shoutout to the team at the Chamber for storing
the kit supplies and allowing us to use their office for today’s
packing and to our volunteers: Kara Platt, Brittany Liner, Linda
O’Neal, Melissa Kiper, Pam Morrison, Nadine Fares, Lindsey
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Ingram, Courtney Phillips, Alyson Maxwell, Ramona Fluker,
Sheri Kukal, Kate Cox, Melissa Antley & Cameron French!
We couldn’t have done it without you! Thank you for believing
in the power of art access!
If you would like more information about the Start With Art
program or if you would like to make a donation to help
provide more kits, visit our website: https://nelaarts.org/areasof-impact/start-with-art.html
If you and/or your business would like to become a program
sponsor, email abigail@nelaarts.org!

Engage

Promote
Excellence

You

Can

Encourage

Support

Help

Dear Friend,
Each year the community project offered to area schools continues to advance
the cause of helping children living in poverty. Through our programs, we
have seen many lives changed for the better which is our prayer of the Monroe
Junior League.
The Junior League has worked with many schools during the years inclusive of
Barkdull Faulk Elementary, Clara Hall Elementary, Carver Elementary School,
Thomas Jefferson Upper Elementary School, Lenwil Elementary, and Riser
Elementary. This year we would like to help at risk children in all our area
schools by offering each school the opportunity to participate in our Uniform
Voucher Program. This program allows us to offer at risk children different
uniform items that they may need. Items that will be available include uniform
shirts, shorts/pants, socks, under garments, and shoes. Students that are not
required to wear uniforms will still be eligible to participate in our uniform
voucher program.
Children growing up in poverty face many hardships as they go through life.
These hardships can affect the way they see themselves. Our hope is that the
Uniform Voucher Program will help meet some of these children’s basic needs
and help them feel better about themselves as they tackle the new school year.
We are actively seeking student adoption sponsors for the 2021-2022 school
year! Your donation can give at risk children the chance to let go of some of
their insecurities and help them engage in their classrooms and with their
peers. Our hope is to help as many children as possible this school year through
our Uniform Voucher Program. Any amount you can donate will make a huge
difference in a child’s life and will be greatly appreciated.
If you are interested in helping, please return your tax-deductible donation to
the Uniform Voucher Program in the enclosed envelope.
If you have any questions, please contact me at any time, Haley Pulliam
(318)471-5223. Thank you for sharing our vision and joy of filling someone’s
need.
Sincerely,
Haley Pulliam, TLC Chairperson
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Summer Adventures
Amanda Taylor- Heikkila

Christie Wilson-Ouchley

Kathryn Bagley

Nadine Fares

Amanda’s oldest daughter,
Loralie, was crowned
Miss Natchitoches Parish
Outstanding Teen for the
Miss Louisiana Organization.

Christie vacationed to Florence, Montalcino,
and Tuscany Italy.

Kathryn (pictured in the
center) participated in the
St. Jude Team Twin City race.
This was the 10k and she
placed 1st in her age group.
Pictured with her are Ashlie
Hennessey and Sarah Cox.

Nadine traveled to
Disney World!

Lena Ormond

Dee Charleston

Lauren Hassell-Smith

Lauren traveled to Disney World and
Disneyland!

Jessica Hale

Lena took a trip to France
to visit with her family. She
got to visit a cave la grotte
Chauvet2 that has awesome
cave paintings.

Dee traveled and vacationed
in Gulf Shores this summer.

Jessica took
a vacation to
Cozumel, Mexico
and this was her
first time out of the
country!

Diane Tabulog

Megan Wilkins
Emily Moore

Megan spent time vacationing in Gulf Shores with her
family and she also directed her first musical at the
Strauss Theatre Center.
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Kenneth and
Diane celebrated
their 25th wedding
anniversary and
renewed their
vows in Hawaii on
June 29th, 2021!

Dr. Zachary and Emily Moore married on July 24th,
2021 at First Baptist Church of Bastrop.
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2022 Provisional Class

Chelsea Babineaux

Emily Cooper

Brooke Daniels

Melissa DeLaO

Miranda Gaddis

Kacie Hobson

Latetao Hutchinson

Crystal Johns

Jamie Johnson

Kristen Long

Melody Lovelady

Caitlyn Malloy

Ashley McTurner

Megan Morris

Courtney Parker

Allison Payne
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2022 Provisional Class

Dorothy Peavy Jackson

Courtney Phillips

Anna Claire Varnado

Arlisha White

Mallori Williams

Gail Wilson

New Provisionals Reception

We are so excited for the Monroe Junior League
Provisional class of 2021-22. During the retreat,
The Provisionals met with their advisors and
fellow new members. They were introduced
to the League’s values and goals along with the
mission statement and the ins and outs. The
Provisional Committee were instrumental in
planning the retreat and explaining to the ladies
the commitment required to make this year
a success. It was a very accomplished retreat
filled with ice breakers, laughter, and words
of encouragement. Please help us welcome
our ladies as they cannot wait to get this year
started!
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BOARD / CHAIR
LEADERSHIP RETREAT
e were excited to bring together the 2021-2022
Board of Directors and Committee Chairs for a fun
filled evening of leadership and league training. It was
a wonderful time to gather, fellowship and learn how to be
effective leaders with our committees and within the community.

W

Mary Francis Siggers, President, facilitated the training and
expanded on her theme and vision for the 2021-2022 league
year. GIVE. GAIN. GROW. Give your time, talent, and resources.
Gain experience, purpose, and community. Grow your
leadership through the leagues impact.
Board of Directors and Committee Chairs were also gifted
with JLM hats along with this year’s theme branded notepads
and pens.
JLM is truly blessed with amazing women who strive to make
our league and community a better place!
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Locke Henry Bohl
Parents: Alex & Kelsey Bohl
Born: August 13, 2021

Zoey Elizabeth Burns
Parents: Caleb & Cassidy Burns
Born: August 16, 2021
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Amelia Rose Jean Dickerson
Parents: Michael & Yasmeen Dickerson
Born: August 24, 2021

Emma Catherine Davis
Parents: John & Allison Davis
Born: September 15, 2021

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2021

First General Membership
Meeting of the League Year

Top 20 Under 40

Congratulations to Patience Talley and Sarah Floyd for being
selected as part of the Monroe Chamber of Commerce’s
Top 20 under 40!
The following were nominated and we are so proud of
them: Brittany Liner, Jessica Brady, and Kacie Hobson.
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T

he STUPENDOUS
Big Top Event was
held in August to
start off our 2021-2022
League year.
It was lots of fun and
included shopping with
local vendors, live music
by Josh Love,food,drinks,
and carnival games.
We are looking forward to a fun year!
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Back to the

League Social

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2021
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T

he Junior League of Monroe is thrilled to
announce the W.E. C.A.R.E., or Women
Empowerment Career and Resource Education
program. Continuing with our league’s mission of serving
women in our community, this event is catered to NELA
professional women in need of professional attire and
career-enhancing resources free of charge!
Our mission is to enable women to achieve economic
independence by providing a network of support,
professional attire, and the development tools necessary
to help thrive in work and in life.
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Endowment
Fund Grant:

Funding Continued
Success

T

he Endowment Fund Grant is one of the most exciting
and important aspects of Monroe Junior League since
it gives us the opportunity to help our community. This
money gives organizations a chance to turn dreams and ideas
into reality when otherwise, they might not have the ability to
happen.
Throughout the 16 years, we’ve had the pleasure of giving
Ouachita parish non-profit organizations a total of $230,500.
Most recently, we awarded $18,000 to two recipients, the
Northeast Louisiana Arts Council and Sarah’s Laughter.
For our 2021-2022 Endowment Grant, we’re thrilled to
announce that our grant of $10,000 will be given this fall, a
little earlier than usual. We’ve shifted our timeline to allow for
spring and early summer grant opportunities. We hope that
this allows more organizations to apply and be considered.

L

ittle Black Dress Initiative (#LBDI) is a week-long
awareness and fundraising campaign that harnesses
the power of social media and doing something “a
little different” in order to educate people about local issues
that Leagues work on in their communities.
LBDI Advocates wear the same black dress (or outfit) for
five consecutive days to illustrate the restrictions poverty
places on choices, opportunities, and access to resources.
We want to be in full support in promoting the awareness
and shedding light on Domestic Violence here in our
community. Domestic Violence comes in many forms and
ways. We want to be a voice for women who are faced with
this each and every day. There are many resources available
for those who suffer in silence.

We depend so much on our Endowment Grant board and
appreciate their hard work and effort into making this grant
process such a success. Please join me in thanking these
members:
Suhan Wallace – JLM Financial VP/Endowment Chairman
Lisa Miller – JLM Sustainer/Educator
Mary Linda McCann – JLM Sustainer/Community Volunteer
Steve Richardson– President of Caldwell Bank and Trust Co
Stephen Hill – Community Member /Lakeway Development Inc.
Mary Francis Siggers – JLM President
Tiffany Rials – JLM President-Elect
JoAnn Powell – JLM Sustainer
Steve Taylor – Community Member/Local Businessman
John Clausen – Investment Banker/Raymond James
April Hammett– Ex-Officio—Secretary/Asst. Financial VP
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Cotton Bayou Fall R ecipes
It’s that time of year again! Cool weather, football games, fall parties and the holidays are right around the corner! What better time
to pull out your Junior League of Monroe cookbooks to impress any crowd? From each Cotton Bayou publication, you will find a variety
of recipes just a fingertip away.These recipes are simple to make for any event you attend this fall. If you don’t have a JLM cookbook,
stop by the League house and get yours today!

Apache Cheese Bread, Celebrations on the Bayou, page 59
Ingredients:
1 9-inch Apache Bread Loaf, or similar hard, round loaf
16 oz. sharp cheddar cheese, softened
1 (8 oz.) carton sour cream
½ cup minced green onions
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
2 (4.5 oz.) cans green chilies, chopped
1 cup chopped ham

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350° Cut the top off the
bread, reserving the top, and scoop out the
inside. Combine remaining ingredients and mix
well. This will be a very stiff mixture. Fill the
bread with the cheese mixture, replace the
top, and place on a cookie sheet. Bake for 70
minutes. Serve with tortilla chips or tear and dip
with the bread.

Quicky Rotel, The Cotton Country Collection, page 35
Ingredients:
1 lb. sharp cheddar cheese
1 can Rotel tomatoes
1 can chili without beans

Directions:
Cut cheese in large pieces; add Rotel tomatoes
and chili. Put over low heat to melt the cheese,
stirring occasionally. Serve in a chafing dish with
Fritos.

Bacon Cheddar Spread, Cooking in High Cotton, page 175
Ingredients:
1 lb. extra-sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
16 slices bacon, crisp-cooked and crumbled
1 teaspoon salt
12 green onions, chopped
2 cups mayonnaise
1 cup sliced almonds, toasted

Directions:
Combine all ingredients in a bowl and mix well.
Serve with your favorite crackers. Serves 8.
Note: This spread can be stored in the
refrigerator for a week or longer.

Dill Cheese Crackers, Cooking in High Cotton, page 176
Ingredients:
1 cup vegetable oil
1 envelope ranch dressing mix
1 tablespoon lemon pepper
1 tablespoon dill weed
¼ teaspoon garlic powder
2 (10 oz.) boxes of Cheez-It crackers

Directions:
Whisk the oil, salad dressing mix, lemon pepper,
dill weed and garlic powder in an extra-large
mixing bowl. Add the crackers and toss to coat.
Let stand for 2 hours or longer for the crackers
to absorb the oil. Store in an airtight container
for up to 2 weeks. Serves 24.

Cookbooks make Great
Christmas Presents!
24
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Cotton Bayou Winter R ecipes
Christmas Red Punch

Velvet Hammer

Combine the cranberry juice cocktail, pineapple juice and
sugar in a pitcher and stir until the sugar dissolves. Chill,
covered, until serving time. To serve, add the ginger ale and
blend well. Serves 15.

Put strawberries, rum and lemon juice in blender for a few
seconds. Add enough ice to fill blender. Blend until mixture is
icy. Pour into daiquiri glasses. Makes 6 to 8 drinks.

Cooking in High Cotton, page 38
4 cups cranberry juice cocktail
2 cups pineapple juice
1½ cups sugar
1 (2-liter) bottle ginger ale, chilled

The Cotton Country Collection, page 14
1 (10 ounce) package of frozen sliced strawberries or frozen
peaches
1 cup light rum
juice of 2 lemons, less than ½ cup
crushed ice

Fruit Salad

The Cotton Country Collection, page 153
1 large can crushed pineapple
1 cup sugar
1 tablespoon flour
3 bananas
1 to 2 yellow apples
3 oranges
1 large can freestone peaches, drained
1 (10 ounce) package frozen strawberry halves, thawed and
drained
Heat the pineapple, sugar and flour on low heat. Stir until the
mixture thickens. Set aside and cool. Slice bananas and dice
apples directly into pineapple mixture and mix well. Dice
oranges, peaches and pears. Add all with strawberries and
chill. Serves 8.

White Cheddar Soup

Cooking in High Cotton, page 66
½ cup finely chopped celery
½ cup grated carrots
¼ cup finely chopped onion
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, cut
into cubes
1 tablespoon garlic powder
salt and white pepper to taste
½ to ¾ cup cornstarch
4 cups cold milk
4 cups chicken broth
8 cups (32 ounces) shredded white cheddar cheese

Volunteering at

F

D BANK

NORTHEAST LOUISIANA

Sweat the celery, carrots, and onion in the butter in a skillet
until soft and tender. Add the garlic powder, salt, and white
pepper. Puree in a blender until smooth. Pour into a large
saucepan. Whisk the cornstarch into the cold milk and broth
until blended. Add gradually to the pureed mixtures, stirring
constantly. Heat until thickened and bubbly, stirring constantly.
Add the cheese and heat until melted, stirring constantly. Ladle
into soup bowls. Serve with crusty bread and a green salad.
Serves 4.
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Mini Grants for Classroom Teachers
Education Task Force

T

he Junior League of Monroe is proud to
fund mini-grants for our area teachers
through The Education Task Force
Committee. The grants will be awarded in the fall
so that the teachers will be able to implement
their plans during the current school year. We
are thankful for the support provided by League
fundraisers, particularly the Spring Market, which
generates more dollars for our community project,
such as the mini-grants.The grant limit this year will
be $500.
In addition to mini-grants for classroom teachers, we are
focused on our commitment to helping children and families
in need. We will continue to grow our Community Care
Closet program.This year we have added a program that we
hope will continue to help children in our community, the
Uniform Voucher Program. Each school in Ouachita Parish
will be provided with five (5) “Uniform Vouchers” that they
can use to help students in need of certain uniform items
for the 2021/2022 school year. The different types of items
that will be provided are uniform shirts, uniform shorts/
pants, socks, undergarments, and shoes.
The Education Task Force has met several times already this
league year. We have finalized plans for awarding mini-grants
to recipients. Applications are due the first week of October.
We will meet the same week to begin scoring applications
and selecting recipients.

Education and Training
Chair: Patience Talley
What are your committee’s goals for this year and
what do you have planned for the upcoming year?
We are looking forward to furthering our league members
knowledge on the topic of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI). Adding DEI training into our educational and training
plan will in turn create amazing organizational benefits for
our league. We are excited to introduce a new training
we’ve called “Educational Moments” at all general meetings,
spotlighting DEI related resources. We are also planning to
have a league specific Moving Women Forward JL University.
This training will highlight leadership and positioning
members to take on leadership roles within the league.  
In chairing your committee this year, what have
you learned about leadership?
I’ve learned that it is important to take time to evaluate
our role as a committee within the league. Ensuring that
whatever direction we as a committee choose to take,
is the direction that will be most impactful for the entire
organization.
What do you see in the future for your committee?
Providing opportunities for the members of our league
to learn, develop, and advance, will increase engagement,
excitement, and fulfillment. The Education and Training
committee will push to provide opportunities for the
members of our organization to be prepared for leadership
roles, learn new skills and be more inclusive and intentional
in our interactions with citizens in our community.
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Cheers to Good
Times and Good
Friends!
JLM’s Technology Committee is comprised of two membersDiane Tabulog and Shannon Underwood. Diane, this year’s
Chair, has a background in technology as well as a passion for
it. Shannon is celebrating her 2nd year as a technology team
member and is looking forward to building upon her existing
knowledge and helping JLM’s technology presence flourish.
The Technology Committee is responsible for 3 major areas:
1) Digital Cheetah [including calendar events, e-commerce
(online orders), and master data management for JLM],
2) the JLM website, and
3) the internal JLM Facebook page.
If you or your committees need help in any of these areas,
please fill out the Internal & External Communication form
and/or reach out to Diane Tabulog directly. Both she and
Shannon will be more than happy to assist you with your
JLM technology needs.
The Committee started meeting in early August, and their
first major task was the creation of the annual JLM Yearbook.
While creating this year’s version, the committee decided to
make a few updates as well as do some data cleansing that
caused a slight delay in the delivery (which is scheduled for
mid-October). So, be on the lookout for your copy of the
2021-2022 JLM Yearbook coming soon.The committee’s next
big focus will be on updating the https://www.jlmonroe.org/
website as well as creating additional technical documentation
for common responsibilities to help bridge the knowledge
gap for future JLM Technology team members.

By: Ashley Clarke-Johnson

All work and no play can be a tad dull sometimes… so the
Activities committee co-chairs Ashley Johnson and Jordan
Raborn had a few ideas up their sleeves to make the year
more entertaining! “A lot of times, we see members not
getting enough ‘social time’ at general meetings, leading to
too much talking and not spending enough time actively
listening to agendas,” said Ashley. The committee decided
to create social nights every other month for League
members.These informal, non-mandatory events are geared
towards members expanding their social circle within
the community, building relationships, and understanding
different perspectives.“We will have members vote in a poll
to choose different locations for the events to be held,” said
Jordan. On September 23rd, the committee held their first
social. Several league members met up at 519 Taphouse &
Tapas to enjoy conversation, cocktails, and delicious small
plates. A great time was had by all! Be on the lookout for
the upcoming November event date and poll to choose
the location. Cheers!
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JLM DEI Task Force Inaugural Meeting!
By: Mary Earl, DEI Task Force member

T

he Junior League of Monroe Diversity, Equity &
Inclusion Task Force kicked off its first meeting on
Tuesday, September 21st to brainstorm potential
opportunities within DEI. A group of diverse members
introduced a variety of viewpoints which will be considered
for implementation within the league. The meeting was
facilitated by Lauren Voorhees.
The key message voiced was creating a space in which
members have the opportunity to voice their ideas and
concerns, be their authentic selves and develop a culture
in which difficult conversations can take place. Several
members stated they desired to do more within the league
regarding leadership, but were discouraged because those
roles are not historically reflective of members that share
similar cultural backings. DEI members expressed that if a
person is knowledgeable within their committee, she will
feel more invested and likely to engage in a leadership role.
It was also discussed to add DEI initiatives into our existing
committees versus the addition of new.
Some of the many goals of further establishing JLM’s
inclusive and diverse culture include looking at recruitment
and implementing trainings and workshops, including some
that institute conversations about bias. One suggestion
included developing a “buddy system” in which members
would have a mentor present at meetings to encourage
fellowship to better acquaint their JLM sisters. Members
agreed the League has grown more diverse and women are
represented from all across the community, however there

are opportunities for internal & external relationships to be
strengthened. An initial way to discover opportunities is to
survey the JLM members at the October General Meeting.
This will allow the DEI Task Force to create focus groups
that encompass education, engagement, empowerment and
communication.

“Such are the places where every man,
woman, and child seeks equal justice,
equal opportunity, equal dignity without
discrimination. Unless these rights have
meaning there, they have little meaning
anywhere.” -Eleanor Roosevelt
The group will meet the third Tuesday of every month at
the League house. All are welcome to attend.

House & Arrangements
The House & Arrangements Committee is looking forward to making
each meeting an enjoyable experience for membership. Thank you
all for a successful stock the bar event at our first general meeting.
We’re proud to report we can keep the libations flowing throughout
the year! We plan to have meals catered and are working to have an
RSVP feature in place with Digital Cheetah to plan more accurately for
food. The idea is to keep things light and simple so the focus can be on
fellowship prior to meetings. Our committee of three is excited to have
our league house stocked and ready for you. Mark those meetings on
your calendar and come be social during social time. Cheers!
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Community
Care Closet
Expands
Coverage

The Junior League of Monroe’s Community Care Closet
Committee is going on its third year of helping children across
10 middle schools in Ouachita Parish and the Monroe city
schools district. This committee of six members has almost
doubled the number of schools it is serving and is looking
at adding two more schools next year. Thanks to the grant
we received in 2018, along with donations from generous
individuals and businesses, we can restock the school’s care
closets as often as once a month and sometimes even
more often depending on the children’s needs. The students,
teachers and parents are so appreciative of our initiative and
most importantly of our discretion in helping those in need of
such personal care items.
The Companies Who Care initiative started by Carol-Anne
Lenard was particularly helpful as donation bins were set up
on site to collect items for our schools. For example, St Francis
collected over 1400 items in 2021! We welcome suggestions
of companies who would be interested in partnering with us
by being a collection site at their place of business. They will
be provided a Junior League poster explaining which items are
being collected and for what cause. As bins fill up at their place
of business one of our committee members will pick up the
items. Anyone is also welcomed to drop off hygiene items at
the League House or at the General meetings.

The 10 middle schools where closets are set up are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Riser
Sallie Humble
Barkdull Faulk
Clara Hall
MLK Jr. High
Berg Jones
Neville Jr. High
Good Hope
West Ridge
Richwood

Our top 10 most needed items are as follows: (schools prefer
travel size items when available due to limited space)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Deodorant
Socks
Soap/ bodywash
Body spray
Feminine hygiene products
Shampoo & Conditioner
Hand Sanitizer/sanitizing wipes
Baby wipes
Mouth wash / toothpaste / toothbrushes
Brushes/ combs
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Admission &
Recruitment

Placement

By: Baylie Churchwell

By: Lauren Voorhees

We hosted a “Meet the League” event on November
4th at Flying Heart Brewery in Downtown West
Monroe. We enjoyed meeting women interested in
joining The Junior League of Monroe. We had a great
turn out and a great time. We loved getting to explain
what the League means to us and our community.
We will be having our open meeting on January 11th,
so please remember to invite anyone who may be
interested in joining!

The Placement committee met in August to discuss the upcoming
League year and our wonderful members!The Placement Committee
includes the following members: Lauren Voorhees, Chair, Kathryn
Bagley, Jessica Brady, Kandice Hunter, and Brittany Hayes.
Each member on this committee is a Placement Advisor, and each
are assigned specific members to keep in touch with throughout
the year. If any member has a question or has a league specific need,
we always encourage you to reach out to your Placement Advisor.
This year, each Placement Advisor is assigned to specific committees
and the members who serve on those committees. They are the
following: Kathryn Bagley will mentor Activities, Admissions and
Recruitment, Charlons, and Community Care Closet. Jessica Brady
will mentor Community Impact, Community Service Outreach, and
Cotton Bayou Publications. Kandice Hunter will mentor Education
Task Force, Fund Development, House and Arrangements, and JLM
Technology. Last, Brittany Hayes will mentor Marketing and Public
Relations, Provisionals, and Spring Market.
I encourage each of you to contact your Placement advisor if you
ever have any questions! Our team is looking forward to a wonderful
league year getting to know each of you!

Fund Development
Chair, Dakota Smith & Assistant Chair, Mandy Boling

This year we are excited to announce that we
are restructuring how we raise funds in the
Fund Development committee! In the past
years, we sought sponsorships for specific
events throughout our league year including
Spring Market, our largest event. This year we
are launching a Junior League Sponsorship that
will run throughout the entire league year giving
sponsors bigger and better benefits. Mandy and
I have worked up new packages with the help of
so many and we are thrilled to present these to
our past and future sponsors!
Our goal is to successfully transition our repeat
sponsors to our new packages and to gain
many more along the way. Next year, we will
have this new fundraiser kicked off sooner in
the league year, starting in July. 5. In chairing your
committee this year, what have you learned
about leadership? In leadership, it is important
to learn where others are proficient and allow

30

them to flourish. Knowing your strengths, as well as others, to allow your
team to be the best that they can be.
For the future I see this committee only expanding and gaining new
relationships and partnerships within our community!
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Service Outreach
By: Tara Etheridge

We have been meeting and developing some new and exciting volunteer opportunities for League members. We are working
on a new project, We Care Closet Event, that we hope will become a JLM staple much like the annual Cinderella Project. This
was the winning provisional project last year that has been designated as an annual project for the League this coming year.
We also plan to partner with one of our endowment grant winners, Sarah’s Laughter this winter for a service project.

Shelby Kelmell – Head Chair
Lisa Hammett – Merchant Chair
Courtney Thomas – Shift Chair
Sydney Finch – Marketing Chair
We are working hard on prepping for Spring Market 2022.
We cleaned out the Spring Market chair and decorations
rooms during the summer months
to start fresh for market next year.
We are putting a new face on
market next year with an all-new
color scheme and décor.
Our main goal is to bring excitement back to Spring Market
We are planning a league member fundraiser in the coming
months to raise money for the new market décor. We are
thinking of some ways to make it fun for all members.
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Member Sp tlight
Nominating Committee: Community Service
Outreach
Member: Avery Dabbs
Reason: She has jumped right in to help develop the We Care Closet event.
She is a first-year active and already so willing to give extra time to the
committee and the League.

Nominating Committee: Fund Development
Member: Mandy Boling
Reason: Mandy has gone above and beyond my expectations as a committee
member of Fund Development. She has set out the time and took the extra
effort seeking guidance from other league members to prepare our new
packages. She even designed our new sponsorship packages! She is a natural
go-getter with a positive attitude, always! The Junior League of Monroe is
privileged to have Mandy as a member of our league family.

Nominating Committee: Spring Market
Member: Jessica Hale
Reason: She has gone above and beyond to offer help with our committee
and assisted with the provisional committee.
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The Junior League
Fun Facts
1.) Did you know that from 1921-1924, board
meetings of The Association of Junior Leagues
International were held at 6 East 45th Street in
New York City? Quite a difference from today
where they are held via Zoom across multiple
time zones!

2.) Did you know that the name of the Association
has evolved several times? In 1921 we were
formed as The Association of Junior Leagues of
America. At the 50th Anniversary in 1971, the
Association revised its purpose and dropped
“America” from its name to reflect the
international composition of the organization.
With the addition of London in 1985 and
growing international awareness, the Association
added International to its name – The Association
of Junior Leagues International.

3.) Did you know that October 18th marked the
100th anniversary of The Association of Junior
Leagues International? We are 100 years proud
— proud of our past and the prospects of our
future! Over the last century, the organization
has been there, leading Junior Leagues forward
together, always with an eye on supporting
Leagues to connect with each other and their
communities for meaningful, sustainable impact.
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Board of Directors’

READING LIST
Do you need some good book recommendations?? The Board of Directors have you covered! Try out
some of these books next time you need a good read!

Mrs.Wiggins
by Mary Monroe

New York Times bestselling author
Mary Monroe returns to the Deep
South Depression-era town of her
scandalous Mama Ruby series, in
this tale of a woman determined to
have a respectable life--and she’ll do
anything to keep it.

When No One is
Watching
by Alyssa Cole

The gentrification of a Brooklyn
neighborhood takes on a sinister
new meaning…
Sydney Green is Brooklyn born and
raised, but her beloved neighborhood seems to change every time
she blinks. Condos are sprouting like
weeds, FOR SALE signs are popping
up overnight, and the neighbors she’s
known all her life are disappearing.

34

The Personal Librarian
by Marie Benedict and
Victoria Christopher Murray

The Personal Librarian tells the story
of an extraordinary woman, famous
for her intellect, style, and wit, and
shares the lengths she must go to—
for the protection of her family and
her legacy—to preserve her carefully
crafted white identity in the racist
world in which she lives.
The remarkable, little-known story of
Belle da Costa Greene, J. P. Morgan’s
personal librarian--who became
one of the most powerful women
in New York despite the dangerous
secret she kept in order to make
her dreams come true, from New
York Times bestselling author Marie
Benedict and acclaimed author
Victoria Christopher Murray.
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