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Many exciting activities brought us together, and we were
ready to “FALL” into the new league year. Our Back to School
Bash at Lenwil Elementary was a huge success thanks to
our members past and present who gave so abundantly for
such a worthy cause. There is one quote that reminds me
of how unselfish the women of the Junior League of Monroe
are. “There is no act of kindness, no matter how small, ever
wasted.”
From there, our Back to League Bash was held at the
University of Louisiana at Monroe. This event allowed our
JLM families to come together and bond all while cheering
on our Warhawks to a victory. Family togetherness is a very
important ingredient to family life. We would all like to thank
our families for allowing their daughters, sisters, wives and
mothers the time it takes to be a devoted volunteer of our
organization.
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With much anticipation for our first general meeting, every
committee worked tirelessly throughout the summer preparing
for the year ahead. Everyone expressed their enthusiasm
and eagerness to get things started. Guest speaker, the aweinspiring Vicki Clark, kept us focused on our important tasks
ahead- Being Inspired, Inspiring Others, Working Together,
Making a Difference & Giving Back.
Charity Shopping Pass, which is in its fourth year, promises to
be bigger and better than ever before. This is a perfect way
to support JLM and our community endeavors. It is up to us
to work together and invest in our organization and what we
are known best for.
This year the focus is to Be the Difference. Action starts with
one person. We can inspire others by bringing individuals
together with a common passion to impact the world. My
ultimate goal is to create positive community change that
includes everyone. I believe that with our tools, advice, and
resources, we will help foster that kind of change. Our service
is more than just hours of dedication; it is the acts performed
by our members who have a purpose of helping and bringing
benefits to our community. Never think that what you have to
offer is insignificant. There will always be someone out there
that needs what you have to give.
Proud to serve alongside you,
Jenny Pankey
President 2015-16
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Be inspired. Be inspiring. As I sat tonight finishing up the last bits of this winter
issue I listened once more to the audio recording of our first general meeting.
I read over questionnaires from Board Members and quotes from Committee
Members making sure we had captured the heart of each. I flipped through photographs and jotted down thoughts on what is impacting women and the world,
what inspires us and ways we see Junior League making a difference. I realize as
I am finalizing edits and making sure I’s are dotted and T’s are crossed, that the
stories told on these pages are the stories of our lives. Stories of strong women
who have full lives. Women who are diverse in many ways but are all giving, doing and growing. Women who are resilient and determined. I have nothing but
admiration for each and every member. My love of the League is growing and
maturing in many ways. I am renewed with hope as I see Provisionals and first
year Actives full of energy and eager to serve, learn and connect. I am amazed

about JLM
Our Vision

Through the power of
our association, Junior Leagues strengthen
communities by embracing diverse perspectives,
building partnerships, and inspiring solutions.

O

M

ur
ission The Junior League of
Monroe is an organization of women committed
to promoting volunteerism, developing the
potential of women, and improving communities
through the effective action and leadership of
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively
educational and charitable.
CH AR LO N S — f a ll / w i nte r 2 0 1 5

Our Purpose

by the ladies who have stayed the course 5, 6,
7 years and more and yet continue to soldier on,
with a smile no less! I think about the time I have
spent getting to know the amazing committee
for Charlons; working alongside them to plan
out and then to put together this issue has been
a story in and of itself. We have connected with
other members to gather information and fill in
gaps for stories, networking with Sustainers, and
texted late into the night as we tried to pull it all
together. All of these experiences help me see
the life cycle of League membership; the crests
and valleys of inspiring and being inspired are
so clear to me this year. I feel challenged and
also fed by my membership. I see opportunity
everywhere and I see capable and confident
women rising to meet the challenges ahead. I
hope each of you find this issue inspiring and
you are all reminded that your dedication is inspiring others around you.
Finding my inspiration in you all,
Joann

partnering for a better community
Red Cross • Salvation Army • YWCA • YMCA • Camp Fire Girls • March of Dimes • Crippled
Children’s Clinic • Masur Museum • Louisiana Training Institute • Open Door Home • Easter
Seals • Med-Camps • Suzuki Forum • Ronald McDonald House • Go Care • United Way • Our
House • Girl Scouts • Christian Community Ministries • New Horizon’s Boy Scout Camp • TriDistrict Boys’ Club • Twin City Ballet • Strauss Theatre • Monroe Symphony • Northeast Louisiana
Children’s Museum • Susan G. Komen Foundation • Women’s Wellness Coalition • West Monroe
Community Center • Monroe Housing Authority • Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana •
City of Monroe Beautification Board • Extra Mile • Friends of ULM Library • Friends of Monroe
Civic Center • Little Theatre’s Young Troupe • Louisiana Folk Life Festival • Monroe Chamber of
Commerce • Ouachita Valley Historic Preservation Society • Partners in Education • West Monroe/
West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce • Habitat for Humanity • The Center for Women & Children

We reach out to women
of all races, religions, and national origins who
demonstrate an interest in and a commitment to
volunteerism.

Junior League
of Monroe

Since 1930, members
of the Junior League of Monroe have devoted
countless volunteer hours to meet the needs of
the people and organizations of our community.
Community leaders have always looked to the
JLM for leadership in starting new community
programs. As a result, the JLM has often been
the catalyst that turned an idea into a success
that benefitted many in our area. Here are a
few examples of programs that we have started
in recent years: Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA), Teen Screen, Shots for Tots,
Teen Court, Operation Abstinence, and Project
Child.

Education Task Force
Families Can’t Wait
Tools and Literacy for
Children (TLC)
Done-in-a-Day

Our History

Community
Projects
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Association Prayer
We pray that we will never be so blind
that our small world is all we ever see.
Or so supremely satisfied
that what we are is all we ever hope to be.
Grant us the joy of filling someone’s need.
Make us gracious followers,
make gracious those who lead.
And more than all we pray,
that through the years, we will remember
there are always new frontiers.
Amen.
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Babies in Bloom

Download
our new app
SeeingSpot
today!

Emily Williamson, director of the
University of Louisiana at Monroe Child
Development Center and JLM Sustainer,
was recognized by the Twin Cities
Mayor’s Committee on Disabilities with
the Distinguished Service Award over the
summer.

The Bulletin Board is for you! Please send us photos of noteworthy events along with a description of the
event to be featured on the JLM Bulletin Board. See page 5 for information about submissions.
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JLM Cookbooks w
ere offered
as an incentive dur
ing the
annual LP B pledge
drive this
summer.

League Fair is
January 12th!
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Find the Star/Rising Star in this issue and email
jlm.charlons@gmail.com with the page number of
the Star/Rising Star for a chance to win a prize.
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If you haven’t
registered for
the new Digital
Cheetah Website
yet, be sure to
check it out.
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If you are interested in future ODI
training opportunities you should
contact Ashley West.

Mar k your
calendars
for the
League Family
Chr istmas on
December 8

Need to update your
mailing
address? You can no
w do it
online at www.jlmonr
oe.org

Remember to sign up &
attend a Cottage Meeting
during November!
ODI Training Opportunities
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Get to Know Your Board
This year Charlons gathered information from each Board Member about their
thoughts on leadership, what inspires them, how they see the world, and how
they manage the many demands today’s women face. Selected portions of
their responses are captured so that you can Get to Know Your Board.

Jenny Pankey, President
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Jenny believes that leadership is not a position or title
but an action and example. She sees the most
pressing issue facing women today is a lack of
women in power, business and politics. She
looks at the world today and sees women
who do not get the same perks as their male
counterparts. Some call it feminism, but
Jenny calls it EQUALITY. Jenny wants girls
growing up today to know what self-worth is.
She wishes every girl could know that it’s ok
to run like a girl, because you are fast. It’s ok
to fight like a girl, because you are strong. She
wants moms to know that their children mimic their
every move. They learn how to love, they learn how to
communicate, they learn how to build relationships, and they learn
how to dance all from watching us. She sees women with busy routines who rarely
spend time together as a family and wants each lady to remember the importance of the family and communicating with
our children, modeling kindness and exuding positivity.
The one woman that has inspired Jenny most was her grandmother. She inspired Jenny by believing in and supporting
her. She showed Jenny that hard work, faithfulness and determination will get you farther in life. Most of all, she shared
the love of Jesus Christ with Jenny. Similar to this, Jenny wants her legacy for her life to be that of an enduring positive
attitude. She wants the people she loves to learn from her, that we all have to look for something positive each day, and
that some days that will mean looking harder and deeper to find the positive. Even so, finding the positive is important
because people may forget what you say, they may forget what you did, but they will never forget how you made them
feel. She believes that no act of kindness is ever too small and if you can find positivity in each day and leave everyone
you meet with a smile, you have had led a successful life.
In Jenny’s opinion, The Junior League of Monroe makes a difference by raising literacy awareness in our local schools,
supplying resources to our teachers, and by volunteering in hospitals and other non-profits. The impact that JLM has
on our community is seen in the training we provide to women volunteers and empowering them to be leaders in our
community. JLM has produced many ladies who have started their own business, become presidents of companies, and
developed valuable quality employees. We give them the confidence and training to go out and do great things. She
is part of the difference we make by lifting others up, being useful, compassionate and faithful in her beliefs.
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In Ashley’s opinion, the most pressing issue facing women today
is a lack of self-respect. Young woman today are valuing themselves by the wrong set of standards. She believes girls growing up today need to know their value is not in their physical
appearance, and moms need to know perfection is not the
standard by which they should measure their success. Ashley would like to see more mentoring programs in place for
young adults, especially young ladies. She believes that
role models are a lot more difficult to find than they used
to be, and our youth are looking in the wrong direction for
inspiration. Ashley wasn’t inspired by one woman; she has
been inspired by many! She said, “The woman that has had
the most significant impact on my life is my mother. After all, I have
known her the longest! She has always put her God and her family
first. She works hard and she is always willing to lend a helping hand to
someone who needs it. She reared me to be independent and confident, compassionate and kind.”
Ashley believes that if she can even be half of the mother that her mom has been, she will be a great
success.

meet

Ashley West, President-Elect

Ashley understands the pressures facing today’s women to balance the many demands and expectations placed on
them. She believes she is more successful at wearing multiple hats when she pauses to give herself credit for all the tasks
accomplished during the day instead of focusing on self-criticism for all the tasks which went undone. Ashley doesn’t
believe you can have balance at all times. Sometimes your family requires more of your time, sometimes your career,
and sometimes a volunteer project. What anyone can do the most is give their best. What women can do is find joy
in their home, family, work, and other commitments; we all need to make sure not to let ourselves become overextended
and stressed.
Ashley loves that JLM gives women a place they can fellowship and grow while benefitting others. Ashley would much
rather work as a team than independently and believes that JLM makes a difference by training women and positively
impacting the community in which we live. Much more gets accomplished when several hands pitch in to achieve a
common goal. She has formed some of her most precious friendships in the League and is able to help others at the
same time.

Tomi Tharp, Financial Vice President

Tomi finds that the pressures of balancing many demands of home life,
work and activities is one of the biggest challenges women face today.
For her, planning ahead and keeping organized is key to her success in
managing the many demands of leadership. Serving others with love is an
important part of the legacy Tomi hopes to create.
The woman who most inspired Tomi was her mother. She was a strong
Christian woman who had a strong work ethic. Tomi’s mother inspired her
by her service to others. Tomi serves alongside other members to accomplish
corporate goals to make a difference and believes sharing with others with no
expectation of return is the cornerstone of giving back and service. Tomi’s favorite quote
was spoken by Mother Teresa. “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with GREAT LOVE.”
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Helping others grow and develop in their roles is the key to leadership for Tomi.
She feels that through growth, skills transfer to other areas of life. Working
together is a key to success and so is enthusiasm for tasks. Creating goals
and utilizing each person’s strengths to accomplish objectives is important
for leadership.
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Jan Mattingly, Assistant Financial Vice President

Jan believes leadership is setting a positive example while serving along
with others pursuing a common cause. Jan participates with an “All In” attitude and enjoys working with all members to accomplish goals. Working together can really “Make a Difference” and Jan is thankful that the
Junior League of Monroe supports women through leadership training
and development as well as providing a platform for community involvement.
Jan believes that girls growing up today need to know they can do
anything they set their minds to and that the most pressing issue facing
women today is keeping the family unit intact. She is able to balance
all her responsibilities by including her family in work and volunteering
– which strengthens her family and gives her personal fulfillment.

The woman who most inspired Jan in life was her mother, Evelyn Blackmon.
Evelyn served as Louisiana State Representative, District 15, Ouachita Parish,
and was the 1st woman President of LA Realtors among numerous other firsts. Seeing her mother in these roles inspired Jan in many ways. Jan wants to be sure to leave a
legacy that each person should have a personal relationship with Jesus, and with that established,
everything else will fall in line.

Therese Nagem, Fund Development Vice President
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Therese believes the most pressing issue facing women today is
balance. She attempts to balance it all by having great help,
trying to stay organized and relying heavily on her extended
family for everything. Her business partners are her sister (fellow
Leaguer) and her first cousin. They babysit, counsel, scold,
and support each other-all from their office. When Therese
gets overwhelmed volunteering, they step up for her at work.
When she cannot make it work with her children, they step in
unconditionally. Therese believes she is unreasonably blessed
with support from her family, which is most of the reason her
husband has chosen to live in Monroe since his businesses are in
Baton Rouge.
Therese has been lucky to have many positive influential women in her
life. The woman that has inspired her most in this particular phase of life has
been Deanie Baker. When Therese moved to town she represented the seller of the
home they bought. She was fair, strong and protective of her client. She was opening her home at that time for a local
charity event. The moment the event ended, she had food and drinks set up and invited eight women over to meet
Therese. She wanted to introduce her to some women that she thought I would enjoy and make my transition easier.
One of those women is my nearest and dearest still today, Terri Arthur. Yes, OUR Ms. Terri! Therese recalls being blown
away by Ms. Deanie. She gives 100% every day to her job, she does her share plus ten others in our community. She is
the best hostess Therese has ever seen. She is extremely attentive and involved with her grandchildren. Therese is almost
certain that without the influence of Ms. Deanie she would not have had the courage to attempt any type of going back
to work.
Therese thinks it is important for moms to know that kids do not need perfection. They need us. “I am the worst helicopter
parent. As much as it pains me, I believe my child is better off when I cannot always deliver the cheer bag she forgot,”
said Therese. Things are not always smooth but things are pretty great in spite of that. Therese believes that each of our
children have the unique advantage of seeing us volunteer our time for our community through JLM and our various other
volunteer pursuits.
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Heather Guillot, Membership Development Vice President

meet

Heather believes that leadership is standing strong for what you
believe will make a difference. She thinks it’s hard for women
today to fit the mold of the perfect woman. Women compare
themselves to too many things these days. Heather balances her
responsibilities by being a big list person. She makes daily lists
in order to stay focused on what is going on with her family,
herself, and her business.
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The woman who has inspired Heather the most is her mom and
she says, “My mom has always shown me how to be a very
optimistic and positive person.” Heather said that it’s very rare
that she has a bad day because of the constant positivity that she
had growing up. Heather’s mom always has a smile on her face, and
that is how she makes a difference each day. Smiles are contagious and
if you approach a situation with a smile, people will want to approach you and
be involved in what you are doing. Heather believes that girls today need to be confident because
confidence in all areas of life prevents self-doubt and regret. Heather would like a legacy characterized with confidence
and smiles because she believes that approaching life with a positive attitude is the key to success. Having an attitude
and approach of “no regrets” is a strength. Heather is challenged to work together when situations get tough but likes to
find creative ways to solve problems.

Be the Difference for the
Junior League of Monroe
through social media!
You can find us on the following sites:
The Junior League of Monroe

@JLof Monroe

Use hashtags: #jlmonroe #jlmbethedifference #jlmproud
11
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@JL_Monroe
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Amanda Green, Communications Vice President

Mandy believes that leadership is empowering others to make
decisions and grow in their roles, respecting everyone and the job
they do, and providing a positive example for others to follow. The
Junior League provides a great training ground for women to grow
in their leadership abilities.

The need for perfection is the most pressing issue facing women/
girls/mothers today. As an assistant principal in a high school,
she sees young women frustrated to the point of depression because
of the pressure to be perfect from magazines, tv, movies, Pinterest,
and even blogs. There seems to be a constant focus on the perfect
hair, outfit, house, or children. She sees so many young girls, women, and
mothers who are unable to be happy with what they have because it inevitably
falls short of the professionally styled life. It’s very sad that some women are feeling that the bar is constantly being set
higher and higher.
She balances her responsibilities by putting things in perspective; this allows her to have some sanity at the end of the
day. Like many women, there are times that Mandy feels she can keep it all together and get everything on the list done,
but there are other times that she has to ask herself what’s urgent and what can be done tomorrow. This is an area she
has worked really hard at and feels she has had some success learning how to not “sweat the small stuff.”
Different women have inspired Mandy in different ways. Mandy’s mom has inspired her to be a loving caregiver.
Mandy’s mother knows how to take care of people! When anyone in their family is sick, she’s the one they all want,
showing up with just the right food or remedy to make anyone feel better. Another source of inspiration is Mandy’s dear
friend and Junior League Sustaining Member, Mary Bernard. Mary has inspired Mandy to be dedicated to my career.
Mary retired in May after 43 years as a teacher and gave her students her very best right up to the last minute. That’s
true love of your profession! Nannette Beeson, another dear friend, has inspired Mandy to be more giving and kind.
She is truly a blessing to others and her giving nature never ceases to amaze.

Melissa Kiper, Community Vice President
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Melissa believes leadership is an honor and privilege and strives to be a steward
leader in her JLM role. A steward leader exemplifies the character of Christ
and cares for those whom one works with, but also realizes that we are
accountable to our Junior League mission in developing women so they thrive
as individuals and encourages them toward personal growth.
Melissa is able to balance all of her responsibilities by trusting in God and
praying for balance every day. She struggles most with balance because
she tends to take on a lot of tasks and can get overwhelmed by them when
everything is going on at once. She has to trust that God will not give
her more than she can handle and take everything day by day. Melissa
also strives for a healthy and active lifestyle that enables her to have the
stamina for all she tries to accomplish. Melissa relies on friends and family
and is thankful for their support in all her personal, business, and volunteer
endeavors.
The one woman in her life who most inspires Melissa is her mother, Nancy
Dever. She is the kindest and most selfless woman Melissa knows. She was also
the best math teacher Melissa ever had! She showed Melissa that life isn’t all about
having a lucrative career; it’s about giving back to the community and sharing your love
for God, people, and volunteerism. She does everything with grace and dignity and inspires
others to be like her without even knowing it. Her mother inspired her to become a teacher, even though that wasn’t her
original plan and career goal, and has been an invaluable mentor in this pursuit.
12
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Faith sees leadership as an opportunity to serve others and believes
that a servant’s heart is one of the most beautiful attributes a
person can possess. She also believes that girls growing
up today are bombarded with every possible issue. To
combat this, she has tried to instill three important traits in
her own daughter: having a strong faith in God, having
a determined spirit and having a grateful attitude. She
wakes up daily with a thankful heart, because she has
found that the smallest positive thought can change your
entire mindset. Faith says that today’s woman needs to
know that life may not always be perfect; but with the
right mentality, it can become the best life for you! Don’t
compare yourself with others; share the talents and gifts that
are uniquely yours, and use your good china!
Fifteen years ago Faith lost her mother, Sybil Richmond, to
breast cancer. She was the most gracious southern woman and
she inspired Faith to live a life of intention and to appreciate beauty
in all facets. Mrs. Richmond had an unwavering love for the Lord, her
family, and such compassion for others, which was apparent through her 37
years of nursing. Faith’s Mom was also always the first to deliver “the casserole.” She had such an infectious spirit that
immediately after meeting her, you wanted to be just like her. Faith is thankful for such a strong and gracious mother, and
strives to be like her every day.
In our League, Faith identifies with the Tools and Literacy Committee more than any other. As an educator, she sees the
impact the programs of our League makes in the lives of children. The schools that have been so fortunate to experience
the love of our TLC committee will never be the same. Illiteracy is an enormous threat to our society and leads to many
other deficiencies in our community and state. Faith believes that the impacts JLM makes through our women and children
philanthropies will continue to ripple a positive change for many years to come. The Junior League of Monroe is making
HUGE impact in the lives of many people and Faith is honored to be serving our community and making an intentional
difference!

meet

Faith Gremillion, Research & Development Vice President

Ashley Joiner, Corresponding Secretary
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Ashley believes leadership is what our League is about.
Leadership is mentoring, guiding, inspiring and encouraging
others to reach goals. Everyone in our League is a leader in
some way and possesses leadership skills. We may not all
have the skills when we come into the League, but we will
when we leave! Ashley believes that the Junior League of
Monroe is making a difference by inspiring and training
women to be better leaders in the community, providing for
women and children in need, and encouraging children
through various programs at local Adopt-a-Schools.
The one woman who inspired Ashley was her grandmother,
Maida Thompson. She inspired Ashley in so many ways. As
an adult looking back on her childhood, Ashley can see the things
she taught her and really understands how important those lessons were
in shaping the person Ashley has become today. Maida’s continued acts of
kindness, determination and philosophy on life are truly an inspiration. Ashley is thankful to be able to see so much of
Maida in her mother and prays her kids will be inspired as well.
Ashley thinks girls growing up today need to know how important it is to become strong, independent young ladies. She
wants those young ladies to grow into women who desire to be leaders. She believes that sharing with her children the
importance of volunteering will instill a love for service to others. Ashley hopes all of our members realize the great impact
we make in our children’s lives as well as in the community, and continue to share what we do for others. She believes
teamwork is the key to success and is looking forward to working together this year with the BOD and committee chairs
to implement more pieces of our strategic plan.
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Loretta Lemoine, Nominating & Placement Chair

Loretta believes leadership is a wonderful responsibility. One of
her favorite quotes is from the movie “Remember the Titans. The
movie’s message is “Attitude Reflects Leadership.” She sees JLM
as a leading organization in our community making a difference
by researching what our community needs and finding ways to
address those issues. Loretta is part of the difference JLM makes,
because she commits to work on the planning, inspiring and
organizing of events. She enjoys supporting the members who
go out in the community to fulfill their placement assignments and
says she is the type that if you tell her there is a problem and what
you need done, then she is more than willing to help.
Loretta sees the many opportunities with work, family, and fun as
a source of great pressure facing today’s woman. It’s hard to juggle
the responsibilities sometimes, and there is always a ton of guilt for all you
haven’t done. She also feels that girls today need to know that they are in charge
of their own destiny; they can set goals and achieve them. Part of this is knowing that it’s ok to have setbacks, just adjust
the goals and move on.
Lastly, Loretta believes women should enjoy their time in the League while learning to be better volunteers in the community.
Going to meetings and doing committee work should be something that uplifts you and makes you shine brighter.

Kara Devinney, Advisory Planning Chair

Kara believes great leadership is the key to any great organization, and that
is why the Junior League of Monroe continues to be so successful. The most
pressing issue facing women today is balancing a busy life! Kara is able to
balance all of her responsibilities because of her amazing husband, Robby,
and her extended family! Kara most identifies with the committee, Families
Can’t Wait. “Having the opportunity to encourage first time moms is such
a blessing,” Kara said. The Junior League of Monroe makes a difference
by changing the lives of others through various projects and Kara is looking
forward to working together with other League members to accomplish positive
changes in our community this year.
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Denise Simpson, Sustainer Advisor

“I love my God, my family, my community, and my League. I am excited to once again
serve the Junior League of Monroe by being Jenny’s Sustainer Advisor. I have loved our
League since 2004.”
Denise believes leadership is being a guide so others might know the path to take.
She sees the most pressing issue facing women today is finding balance: finding the
right balance between job, family, church, community service, and still have time to
be you. Denise is able to balance all of her responsibilities by remembering to put
God first, then praying hard to keep everything else in check.
Thinking about our local chapter and even considering the larger AJLI organization,
the initiative Denise most identifies with is DIAD because of how we are able to touch
many organizations around the community to meet many needs. Denise believes JLM
makes its largest impact through TLC because the school, the teachers, the children,
and their families all reap the benefits of that one service.
The woman who most inspired Denise was her Momma. She inspired Denise by giving
unconditionally in every circumstance. Denise sees the Junior League of Monroe making
a difference by making women better: better daughters, sisters, employees, wives, mothers,
moms, friends, community leaders and bosses. Denise is looking forward to working together with
the JLM Board to accomplish many things to benefit our League this year. To Denise, working together is when we put
others first and the goal ahead of ourselves. “Always remember, we are one link in a very strong chain.”
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Cotton Country Inspirations
from Coast to Coast
Cotton Bayou recently returned from a national Junior
League conference. Cynthia Rodriguez, Chair, and Kathryn
Bagle, DIAD Chair, attended primarily to help promote the
Junior League of Monroe cookbooks in order to increase
the proceeds that support our local community. At the event
Cynthia met wonderful, devoted women from New York,
Ohio, and Texas. They all said they have one or more of
our cookbooks. They voluntarily shared with me the name of
a new dish they cooked in the past year that they had not
ever tried before, as well as, listed off some of their favorites.
“We love your cookbooks,” they all exclaimed. Then many
ladies proceeded to buy several more cookbooks because
they planned to give them to their family and friends. Anyone
standing by Cynthia and Kathryn and the JLM Cotton Bayou
booth were drawn in as the ladies expressed their love for
these cookbooks. Consequently, the word spread fast, the food samples which were brought were quickly scooped up,
and JLM cookbooks got packed into suitcases and went off into many directions around the country.
Cynthia is honored to serve on the cookbook committee. She said, “I feel as though I am sharing a bit of our culture and
life with others. I am proud to be a Junior League of Monroe member, but more importantly, I am blessed by it.”
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Cynthia Rodriguez, Chair
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pkin Balls
Peanut Butter Pum

Squash Pirogues

Honey-Roasted Pork Tenderloin
1½ pounds pork tenderloin
Salt
Creole seasoning
Worcestershire sauce
Pickapeppa sauce
½ cup white wine

Olive oil
Black pepper
Lemon pepper
Soy sauce
Honey

Rub tenderloins with olive oil and season with
salt, pepper, Creole seasoning, and lemon pepper.
Place seasoned tenderloins in baking pan with
sides touching. Drizzle Worcestershire, soy sauce,
Pickapeppa sauce, and honey over each tenderloin.
Add white wine for moisture in pan. Bake uncovered
at 350 degrees for 45 minutes to one hour.
4 servings

6 medium yellow squash
1 small onion, chopped
1 cup grated sharp Chedd
ar cheese
Black pepper

8 slices bacon, diced
¾ cup Italian bread crumb
s
Salt
Paprika

In a saucepan, boil whole
squash in boiling salted
water, 8-10 minutes,
or until tender. Cool, spl
it squash lengthwise, sco
op
out and reserve
pulp. Fry bacon until cri
sp and set aside. In 2 Table
spoons bacon
drippings, sauté onion un
til tender. Add bacon, bre
ad crumbs, squash
pulp, and season well wit
h salt and pepper. Stuff she
lls with the
dressing, top with cheese
and sprinkle with paprik
a. Bake at 350° for 15
minutes or until thorough
ly heated.
8-10 servings
A real hit with non-squash

Mardi Gras Salad
Mardi Gras Dressing: ,
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Inspire. Influence. Impact.
“Pass the Pumpkin Balls”

Vicki Floyd Clark joined the ladies of the Junior League
of Monroe for the first meeting of the new league year.
She has devoted the past 30 years of her life to building
capacity in organizations and inspiring community and
business leaders. Vicki is a member of the Peter F. Drucker
Foundation’s training and consultation team, a Senior
Governance Consultant for BoardSource and a featured
trainer for the Association of Junior Leagues International.
She entertained and inspired each lady in attendance.
Her discussion focused on the Mission for the JLM and
touched on the history and growth of the League from
the start. She challenged each member to be inspired
and transformed by our history and our mission. She
reminded members that we are a phenomenal worldwide organization and that though service is part of what
we do, it is not all the League is. We are a network of
women who are united by common goals. We meet each
other as equals and we follow a great legacy. We are
a diverse group of ladies being developed and inspired
to make an impact each day. Vicki challenged us to
learn to reframe obligations as opportunities to grow and
develop personally and professionally. She reminded us
we are IN LEAGUE with thousands of women everywhere.
Membership is for life and we have to pace ourselves so
we don’t burn out. How we develop, how we grow and
learn is ultimately how we should measure the success of
our League year. What a refreshing and amazing woman
Vicki is, and what a needed reminder for each of us to
commit ~ Not only to inspire others through action and to
make an impact, but to be prepared to be inspired and
be impacted.

~ Vickie Clark

“A woman is like a tea bag; you don’t know how
strong you are until you put one in hot water.”
~ Eleanor Roosevelt
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By: Joann E. Haynes Powell

“If it makes you a better
person, if it makes you a
better mom, if it makes you
a sister, if it makes you a
better friend, if it makes you
a better employee…that’s the
story you want to tell.”
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Scores of ULM students and their families have enjoyed the Grove tailgate tradition
prior to home games. This year JLM members started their own tradition with a
tailgate for their “Back to the League” event on September the 12th. President
Jenny Pankey served as hostess and members enjoyed sausage, hot dogs, and
the Rousell’s from Lutcher also served up a Louisiana favorite, piping hot pastalaya.
The cool breeze and live music also contributed to a perfect fall afternoon. This
family friendly event served as a good introduction to the League year and was
enjoyed by all.

f e at u r e

Junior League Takes Over the Grove!

back

By: Jessica Louque

to
the
league

2209 Forsythe Ave. • Monroe, LA 71201
318-387-5657 • www.mosseyecare.com
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Comprehensive Eye Exams
Medical Eyecare • Contact Lenses
Designer Optical

Dr. Jody Moss, O.D.
Dr. Elvis Surles, O.D.

T

his fall the Done In a Day committee
mailed out applications to local nonprofit organizations and met to decide
which projects we would be doing for the
members to participate in for the DIAD
requirement. DIAD hosted several volunteer
opportunities this fall, including a new
opportunity on August 1 which was the first
annual Zoobilation held at the Louisiana
Purchase Gardens & Zoo. Members had a
blast helping out at this new event and the
community really seemed to enjoy the day’s
activities.

committee

news

One day. Four Hours.

The DIAD Committee’s goals and plans for
this year include branching out to assist
the community with new projects and
organizations. So far this fall has brought
opportunities to volunteer with Our House,
the Chennault Aviation Museum, Special
Needs/Senior Citizens Day at the Fair,
NELA Heart Walk, as well as volunteering
to help one of last year’s endowment fund
grant winners, the Children’s Coalition, with
their inaugural Ouachita Youth Challenge.
Done In A Day is more than just contributing
financially to the community. This is a way
for our community to see our acts of service
and make a difference in a more hands
on approach. It is a way to inspire others
and to be inspired. One day, four hours…
Endless Inspiration!
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Kathryn Bagley and Christina Elahi
DIAD Co-Chairs
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Endless Inspiration.
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TLC Back to School Bash
The Back to School Bash at Lenwil Elementary kicked
off the 2015-2016 school year in a fantastic way! The
students and their families enjoyed a huge welcome to
launch them into a new and successful school year with
balloons, faculty, Lenwil’s energetic mascot and many
stations with activities for students to participate in. The
Lenwil staff introduced themselves by grade level and
performances from WMHS Cheer Squad and Dance
Team followed after that. The attending crowd of families
and volunteers had such an upbeat and contagious
energy to lead the way to a student/family involvement
night of fun! Each student had the opportunity to visit
booths around the surrounding gymnasium. The booths
ranged from the ULM Dental Hygiene Department
where members provided toothbrushes and dental
care information for students and their families to the
Ouachita Parish Fire Department offering fire safety
information and delivery warm welcome to students and
their families. Junior League of Monroe volunteers and
TLC members worked in every way imaginable, from
assisting with meals in the cafeteria to face painting,
from assisting with direction of families to maintaining
the positive and inspiring attitude that aided in making
this Back to School Bash such a success League Ladies
were everywhere supporting this great school to launch
another successful year!

C H AR LO N S — f al l / wi nte r 2 0 1 5

By: Sarah Bunn
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Eat. Drink. Be Inspired.

Simply Inspired

Members of House & Arrangements have been busy
this summer making updates to the meeting room and
putting together the menus for each meeting this year.
Chair Anya Fulco notes they have had a great time
getting everything organized for the year. They facilitated
the September “Tailgate Tuesday” meeting with “Kick
Off Starters,” “Goal Line Green Salad,” and “Jersey
Jambalaya” provided by Cotton Bayou, TLC, and
House and Arrangements. The hit of the meeting were
the “Touchdown Treats” – Peanut Butter Pumpkin Balls,
found on page 210 of JLM’s Celebrations on the Bayou
cookbook. The October Nightmare of a Meeting” was
a hit as well with Activities, Admissions and Education
Task Force serving up “Hair Raising Hummus”, “Creepy
Crunch Coleslaw,” “Broomstick Broccoli” alongside
“Chilling Chicken Enchilada Casserole.” The meal was
rounded out with themed desserts inspired by the holiday.

The Admission Committee is looking forward to a new
year! They met over the summer to revamp and simplify
the admissions process to make it easier for everyone to
understand and participate in. According to Admissions
Chair, Katherine Flowers, their goals for this year include
creating “a clear and concise admissions process, to
inform membership early and often about the admissions
process, and to work with Marketing and PR on new
forms of advertising to promote a larger provisional
class.” Admissions committee member Dana Tarver says
“Making a difference means using my talents, time and
resources to help those who are in need of help.” Dana
also says that though she uses her talents to better her
external community, she also enjoys being of service to
the internal JLM membership community. Admissions is
aiming high this year by “being the first stop in finding
the leaders who will become our members.” Katherine,
Dana, and other Admissions Members have hit the
ground running this League season, and will continue
to do support JLM through hard work, positivity, and a
dedication to improving our community.

These ladies understand that the setting / atmosphere of
the League House may be background to many, but it is
where we come to be inspired and make a difference.
Having a productive workspace and meeting areas is
essential to members and vital to our success.

Katherine Flowers, Admissions Chair
By: Alex Mancuso

2016 Menus

January (League Open House): Charity Shopping
Pass, JLM Technology, Provisionals, Research and Dev.,
Charlons will serve up a “South of the Border” themed menu
with 7 layer dip and chips, mexican salad and a taco bar
complete with chicken, beef, beans and all the fixings! Pie,
mexican pecan candy and fruit salad will also be served.

Membership Status Changes
The Junior League of Monroe is glad to
welcome back Lisa Ellington who has
transferred back from JL of Baton Rouge.
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February: A “Lovely” meal will be provided by Education

The Junior League of Lake Charles gained
a great member this summer when Christy
Valentine transferred to their chapter.

and Training and Families Can’t Wait. These ladies will
inspire us all with a spread of “Fall in Love Firecracker
Crackers” and “Masked Mardi Gras Salad” served alongside
“Cupid” Cornbread and “Romantic” Red Beans and Rice. A
“Krewe” King Cake and “Be my Valentine” cookies will also
be served.

March: The “Lucky Ladies” from Nominating, Placement and
Marketing committees will provide members in attendance
with a meal including caesar and pasta salads, pizza, and
Coca Cola cake and peanut butter balls.
April: Everything will “Come up Roses this Spring” when
Spring Market Committee and DIAD play hostess. A fresh
menu of deviled eggs, potato salad, and english pea salad
should perfectly complement BBQ brisket, chicken and baked
beans. Easy spring desserts such as brownies and rice krispy
treats will also be served.
24

The Activities Committee stayed busy gearing up for
the new league year this summer. They had a blast
coordinating the Back to League Family Day at ULM.
The committee worked to have shirts made that were a
huge success! That is something they would like to see
more of and definitely will do again in the future! This
summer they have worked hard to put a schedule of
our main events together. They are lining things up and
getting organized for everything coming up through the
year. These ladies are working hard and are looking
forward to finding ways to improve our Christmas party
and our Mardi Gras Ball!

news

“Making a differen
ce to me means
getting out of your
comfort
zone for the better
ment of our
community, organ
ization and
our own self-impr
ovement. When
you get out of you
r comfort zone ,
you open yourself
up to so many
unique experience
s that make a
difference in other
people’s lives,
but also make a diff
erence in
your own .”

committee

Inspiring Involvement

– Ashlie Hennessy, Activ
ities Committee

The committee is working this year to strengthen member
involvement, increase member excitement and boost
member morale. There are several ideas in the works
to achieve these goals. One that they are excited about
is offering membership different meet-ups throughout
the month(s)… not anything formal or mandatory, but
if ladies want to get a group of members together and
have lunch – great! If some of us want to meet at the park
for a walk – cool! The Activities Committee would like
to offer opportunities to every member to get together
with other members and strengthen bonds throughout
the League year. The committee believes this will be a
great way to meet members we may not typically get a
chance to talk with during general meeting. As they are
developed and offered upcoming events will be sent out
via an email blast and updated online.

Get Ready to be Inspired!
The Provisionals have had a fantastic summer! We had a
wonderful retreat in June. We had dinner together, went
over the basic requirements of being a Junior League
member, and then had a League history scavenger hunt
that ended at Orange Leaf. We have had 3 meetings
since the retreat. The motto for this year is “Be the
difference, Be inspired, Inspire others.” The Provisional
class is definitely going to “Be the Difference.” At
the September meeting, the Provisionals chose their
Provisional project. This year we will work with a
local organization to help single mothers in our area.
These ladies have such a passion for the community of
Monroe. The project was inspired by the passion of
a single member, but was decided unanimously. The
women in this Provisional Committee are so dedicated
and we cannot wait to see what great things the
Provisionals accomplish during their time in the League!
Angie Nicholson, Provisional Chair

Submitted by: Cydni Hanks, Chair
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The Activities Committee hopes to make a difference
this year which will be seen most clearly in membership
satisfaction. These ladies understand they will learn
throughout this year what things work and what may
not. They will strive to make each member’s journey
with the League rewarding and meaningful...This
group realizes members have a lot of demands in their
busy lives. We all can get run down from all these
demands of a League member’s life - work, family, kids
(and fur babies), volunteering… and sometimes it’s nice
just to have fellowship without it being a mandatory
requirement. The committee sees their role as providing
opportunities for a positive boost that rejuvenates our
members to remember that yes, we are volunteering and
yes, we certainly do an amazing job in the community
and in our homes… but every now and then we love a
good time and some good laughs!

news
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Education is Inspiration

Adopt-A-Student Program
Contributors

This fall the Education Task Force is busy with MiniGrants and ACT Workshops. Ladies on ETF are working
on Junior League of Monroe’s mini-grant program. The
group sent approximately 80 mini-grant packets out to all
schools in the Ouachita Parish area (private, public and/
or parochial). The maximum amount awarded is $500
and all teachers Pre-K through 12th grade are eligible.
Mini-grants are a great way to assist teachers with fun
and exciting projects that inspire their students; often
these projects could not be provided without help from
the Junior League. The applications were due by October
15th and the grant winners will receive notification of
their award by November 2nd. The committee will host a
reception at the League house for the grant winners later
in November. Last year Education Task Force awarded
30 grants totaling $13,602.00, and we hope to do it
again this year!

TERRI ARTHUR

SUSAN LOWERY

JOAN BANCROFT

JANE LUFFEY

HOLLYN BREEN

JANET & CHARLES MASUR

EMILY ENSMINGER BURROWS

EMILY MCGEE

DIANE CAGE

DIBBLE PATE MCLAUGHLIN

NAN CUMMINGS

JIBBY MORTON

COURTNEY CURRY

PATTI NELSON

GRETCHEN DEAN

RHELDA NOLAN

DEBBY EDGERTON

ANN PADGETT

BARBARA ESTIS

CYNDY & JOHN PERRY

SARAH KATHERINE EWING

MONICA PITTMAN

CHRISTY & EDDIE FLANIGEN

CHRISTINE RAMBO

In addition to the mini-grants, the JLM Education Task Force
committee sponsors ACT Workshops that will prepare
students for the October ACT. The workshops will be at
Carroll on Oct. 7 and 8 and at Wossman on October
13 and 14. Even though fall is a busy time for Education
Task Force, they are already looking forward to events in
the spring as well. This spring they will assist the Scholar’s
Banquet Taskforce Committee with the 2016 Scholar’s
Banquet at the Monroe Civic Center. Each event is an
example of how Education Task Force works alongside
the education system to support and inspire students
around our community.

PATTY FULLER

SARAH & DANIEL RAYMOND

PAT FUNDERBURK

MARY ANN ROARK

PAT GODFREY

DAWN SAGER

FAITH & JOE GREMILLION

OLIVE SARTOR

MOSSY SARTOR GUINN

MEGHAN SELLAR

DR. & MRS. RANDY HALL

BILLYE SHAW

JEAN HAMILTON
BRENDA BONIN

JEAN SHAW

Angie Baldwin and Ashley Kilpatrick
Education Task Force Co-Chairs

DOLORES JOHNSON

NANCY & CARRICK INABNETT
BEVERLY JARRELL

MELANIE KALIL

CYNTHIA SMITH
PAULA STIDHAM
DEBBIE & DEAN STOCKSTILL
PAM STRATTON

LISA KEYES
BETSY LAUDENHEIMER
CAROLE & DAVE LAWRENCE
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TERESA SHELTON

HELEN LEDBETTER

MARY ANN VANVECKHOVEN
KERRI & DOUG WALL
MARILYN WALLER

JOY LOOMIS

Always be kind . We don’t
ever know what others are
going through in their lives.
Sometimes a smile or a kind
word can make all the difference
in someone’s world .

JLM donated 50 backpacks to
CASA’s School Supply Drive this fall.

~ Lindsey Roberts, Education Task Force
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chefs
for
a
cause

Junior League of Monroe members Emily Eberts, Allison Bowman, Jessica
Louque, Blanche Betz, Loretta Lemoine, and Kathryn Bagley enjoyed attending the Family Promise of Ouachita’s fundraiser this summer.

Inspiring New Moms
The ladies of Families Can’t Wait have started this League
year by hitting the ground running! After the chairs met to get
organized for the year, all the group got together to get to know
one another and to discuss training material. First, each member
will meet with her assistant chair at the hospital who will then
train them on how to go about their visits. After this their plan for
the upcoming year is to continue visiting as many new mothers
and NICU mothers as they can while determining which mothers
are really in need. Over the year they want to refine the visits,
so they are as helpful and as clear as possible.
Families Can’t Wait makes a difference in our community by
providing critical info to both NICU and 1st time mothers as to
carseat safety, poison control phone numbers, services available
in our area, etc. This is all in the folder we give to each mom.
We also fill the needs of moms who do not have car seats or
pack n plays. The committee focuses on 2 main things - having
mom put the baby to sleep in his own bed AND having mom
put the baby to sleep on their back which, since the movement’s
inception, has cut down on SIDS dramatically.
Katherine Spires, Families Can’t Wait Chair

~ Meghan Sharp, Activities Committee
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“We can inspire others by
truly believing what we do is
making a difference in the lives
of others in our community.
I always say I could easily sell
anything that I believed to be
a good product or service .
I think the same can be said of
inspiring others. If we believe
we are making changes around
us, then others will be inspired
to do the same!”

~

By: Jessica Loque

article

The ladies of the Junior League of Monroe
were invited to attend Family Promise’s annual
fundraiser, Chef’s For a Cause, which was held
at the Monroe Civic Center Banquet Hall on
Tuesday July 28th. The Junior League of Monroe
formed a relationship with this organization in
2013 when they were awarded an Endowment
Fund Grant. The relationship has continued ever
since and it was an honor for JLM to have a
table at the event. Chef Pat Nolan served a
wonderful stuffed chicken, and Chef Anthony
Mittello whipped up a delicious bread pudding.
Other chefs that contributed their talent were
Mark Smith and Cody Wallace. All of our tables
had dessert tasting plates from Kayla’s Kitchen &
Tummy Yummy that we enjoyed passing around.
Yum! The highlight of my night was getting to
hear guest speaker, Jessica Anderson, a former
Family Promise mom, discuss how Family
Promise helped her get back on her feet and
reclaim her independence. I got to hear firsthand
how this organization helps broken families. She
recounted how she never felt judged and was
supported each step of the way in rebuilding
her and her family’s life. She was provided with
social service contacts, financial planning, legal,
and career advice, and even emergency and
transitional housing. My year came full circle as
Family Promise was also the organization that
my provisional class did a project for in the fall
of 2014.

f e at u r e

A Taste of Inspiration
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Junior League of Monroe presents
Shop, Save & Serve Charity Shopping Pass 2015
The
Charity
Shopping
Pass
committee is proud to announce
the dates for this year’s event will
be November 13 – 21. This serves
as the fall fundraiser for the League
and is a great way to support local
businesses, gives shoppers the
opportunity to save some money,
raises money for the League and
gives back to the community.
This is the fourth year that the Junior
League of Monroe has organized
the Charity Shopping Pass, and
this year is the biggest yet! The
committee has worked hard to
bring you a wide range of vendors
and services. With over 60 local
businesses, from fitness to apparel,
restaurants and décor, there is something for everyone.
When you participate in the Shop, Save & Serve event, you are helping the Junior League of Monroe by showing local
businesses not only how important our League is, but you also donate $25 to our much needed community improvement
projects. Many people are unaware of just how far $25 can go in helping out our 4 community outreach committees.
Your gift allows the Junior League of Monroe to provide literacy education, purchase school uniforms and supplies for our
TLC school, assist new at-risk mothers by providing education and baby supplies, and provide educational mini-grants
to local school teachers.
“We are truly excited about this year’s Charity Shopping Pass,” said Aleta Eley, Junior League of Monroe member and
Charity Shopping Pass Chair. “Not only are we excited about supporting our local businesses, but we are excited about
being able to use the money we raise to make a difference in our community.” Whether you buy a card for yourself or
as a gift for someone else, please do not miss this opportunity to support our generous merchants while standing behind
the mission of the Junior League of Monroe.
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Aleta Eley, Charity Shopping Pass Chair

NOVEMBER 13 - 21, 2015
SHOP at over 80 local businesses.
SAVE on your purchases.
SERVE with your donation.
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Be The Difference

~

“Be the Difference” is the slogan that I chose to represent
the Junior League of Monroe and our 85th anniversary. It
represents ladies who are faithful, both to our cause and
to our organization, which is recognized nationally for its
achievements and endeavors. People who really want to
make a difference in the world usually have the same belief,
every life matters. Starting with small changes – feeding one
person, educating one mind and treating one wound.

be
the
difference

I believe that we all have a story to tell that helps us connect
with one another. Each person has their own life experiences
that they bring with them to the Junior League. Yet each of
us can aspire to Be the Difference that we want the world to
see. It may not be huge; it may not even be visible, but it
will matter all the same.
We are put on this earth to learn, to be faithful in our
convictions, and to give back. We all can aspire to Be the
Difference in our community and in the lives of others not to
see how important we can become in our lifetime. May you be proud of the work you do with the Junior League, the
person you are in the Junior League and the difference you’ve made with the Junior League.
I challenge my fellow sisters to ask yourself – what have you done today to Be the Difference? Today will never come
again; be a blessing to someone and enjoy this amazing journey that we call life.
By: Jenny Pankey, JLM President 2015-2016

Congratulations, Ladies!
These three ladies were selected for the “Top 20 Under 40:”
Carol-Anne Barnes, Jacquiela McFarland Dorsey, and
Simran Dhaliwal Emaus.
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Lissy Sanders
Compton with
Mr. P’s Tees featured
the Junior League of
Monroe in her blog.

jlm

technology

u p d at e

Technology Update
In the spring, Junior League of Monroe members voted to contract
with Digital Cheetah to provide a new website and the SeeingSpot
mobile app for the Junior League of Monroe. Technology Chair
Cherry Coon advised that she is trying to use these communication
platforms to increase members’ opportunities for communication,
and she is also excited about some of the tools Digital Cheetah
provides to members. Over the summer the committee worked with
Digital Cheetah to ensure the site was ready to go live this fall. The
Technology Committee also worked to maintain the old website,
continued to send out mass communications, and worked to keep
all social media (Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter) updated so that
our members were aware of any JLM activities during the transition.
The committee is committed to keeping members informed and to
using all tools to engage Actives, Provisionals, Sustainers and even
our broader community. The new website and SeeingSpot app
were rolled out shortly before the September 2015 meeting and
they are amazing! The website and app will increase and enhance
communication, placing the tools you need at your fingertips. The
site and the app are easy to use and intuitive to learn. Some of the
new features and benefits found with the upgrade are:
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Increased Communication
The Association of Junior Leagues International has been encouraging
Junior League chapters to make changes in their websites to
increase communication between the parent organization and
local chapters. There will be a single sign-on for the League Admin
and select members like the Office Manager and President to
toggle between the AJLI site and the local site to promote sharing
both of data among leagues and learning resources. Members
will also have easier access to webinars and a learning library
as well as resources for collaboration for endeavors such as fund
development.
Digital Cheetah Tools
Cherry indicated one tool Digital Cheetah provides is Cheetahtrack.
Members will have a name tag with a barcode and at the start of
meetings and events will have their name tag scanned to log their
participation. This will save someone having to take the sign-in
sheets and manually enter the information. The participation will be
logged and data available immediately. Cherry said this will be a
big improvement at busy events like Spring Market.
Another positive change is the unlimited addition of forms Digital
Cheetah allows. One example for this will be applications that
vendors fill out for Charity Shopping Pass. On our old website,
a vendor downloaded and printed out a paper application and
someone had to manually enter the information. This is also being
used for Charlons; advertisers can sign a contract and submit the
ad proof right from the website.
Another tool that will be helpful this year on our new website is the
Merchant Corner. In the past, new merchants had to be added
manually. Also, this will help keep track of merchants year to year,
and help with keeping track of sponsors. This will be a helpful
tool for any committee that has a sales component such as Spring
Market, Charity Shopping Pass, and Cookbook.
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[We Inspire
others if we]

~ Lindsey Swander, Spring
Market Committee

askets
Gift B
vailable
A

Private RoomAvailable

1623 N. 18 Street, Monroe | 318.388.2228

vieuxcarremarket.com
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Custome:t
Gourm

Lunch: Tues - Sat 11-2:30
Dinner: Thurs - Sat 5 - 9:

u p d at e

Always have
a positive
attitude and
willingness
to help.

technology

Mobile Site and SeeingSpot App
Cherry said that the new website is mobile friendly altogether. Everything you
need to view on the new website can be viewed on your phone. We all know
that when using our smartphones, iPads and other devices that the old website
sometimes would have fields missing that were needed to set something up and
the links would load in weird ways, forcing members to wait until they were
back on a computer. This limited us and was not user friendly with so many of
us living a busy life on the go. Most of us noticed that the sizing of the website
on the phone would not be correct for website viewing, but the new website
is easy to open and better for public viewing. In addition to the mobile version
of our website, there is also an app that is more user friendly. The app places
the entire yearbook at your fingertips – you can pull up any member by name
or committee and click on links to email or call them directly. The calendar
feature is amazing…If you can’t remember what time your DIAD is, or where a
committee meeting is being held it is all immediately available. Another great
feature of SeeingSpot is the activity feed. As more users register the feed can
be used as an quick and easy way to communicate and share information.
Options and filters, Groups and Favorites will enhance and simplify so many
tasks. Overall Cherry believes “the SeeingSpot app is one that should improve
the communication for all committees and board”, and those of us who have
used it agree!

jlm

Other improvements include a more user friendly directory that includes
Sustainers and more detailed profiles for members. Also, the calendar is much
more user friendly on the new website. The committee meetings and done in
a days are listed on the same calendar. Members can register for a done in a
day when it opens from a link on that calendar versus there being a separate
calendar.

news
committee

Difference Makers

Spring Market is All
Smiles!

The Marketing and PR Committee is focusing this year
on recruitment and getting the word out about all the
great things the Junior League does. The committee spent
the summer planning for the League year and setting
overall goals, including providing as much coverage as
possible for League events and creating more awareness
about League activities and the wonderful achievements
of its members. According to Marketing and PR Chair
Amanda May, “Being a member of the Junior League
has enabled all of us to be difference makers. There is so
much good that comes from our League!” Amanda also
says that her committee knows there are a lot of negative
things in the media, but that they hope to combat the
negativity with information about all the good things the
League is doing, and the positive difference its members
are making in our community. Amanda says, “We think
all women in the League are inspiring…We hope that
through all of the events we do that we will inspire other
amazing women to join the League!” The Marketing and
PR team will undoubtedly use that positive momentum to
bring in new Junior League members and continue the
inspiring reputation of the Junior League of Monroe.

After a busy 2015 Spring Market, new and returning
Spring Market Committee members enjoyed some much
needed down time relaxing with family over the summer.
These ladies know that market is an essential piece of
the Junior League of Monroe making a difference in
our community and they are back in action this fall and
already has begun the initial phases of planning for the
2016 event. As members learned in the September
general meeting, this year market will be held on March
18-20.
Making a difference is what the Junior League does;
the funds raised through Spring Market is a keystone for
our ability to make a big community impact. Making a
difference is “helping even one person with something
they need” according to Lindsey Swander, Spring Market
Committee member. But, beyond the projects, grants,
DIADS and community outreach that the market supports
and JLM members participate in, when we talk about
making a difference Stephanie Durham really sees this
as “Making someone smile by lifting their burdens a
bit.” And we can all agree this is exactly what Spring
Market does each year. Beyond the funds raised, each
lady who steps into market, even members coming to
work a shift, instantly smiles and finds she has a little pep
in her step, and as Joyce Priest said, “What a feeling
in the end that I have done something to help someone
else in need! I am all smiles!!”
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Amanda May, Marketing and PR

We can inspire others
by always looking
for opportunities
to support, uplift,
encourage and provide
positive feedback .
A simple “pat on the
back” to someone can
go a long way and even
change their life .

Julie Hansen, Melinda Rigsby,
Mary Francis Siggers, and JJ Wyatt
Spring Market Co-Chairs

JASON L. TISER
Financial Advisor

1900 North 18th Street, Suite 700
Monroe, LA 71201

~ Stephanie Arvie, Education Task Force

T 318.327.1120
jason.tiser@raymondjames.com
©2015 Raymond James & Associates, Inc.,
Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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I will never forget my drive to the general meeting last spring where I would pick up my first Junior League committee
assignment and the excitement shared by my provisional sisters. We were all wanting to see who would be working on
committees with us, and it felt a little like a sorority bid day. People generally associate volunteering in the League with
Done In A Day assignments, but I have learned in my first year as a new active that countless hours of volunteering go into
committee work. Loretta Lemoine is serving as chair of the Placement Committee this year and expressed that Placement
also follows up with members to make sure they are happy with their placement and completing responsibilities. The best
placements lead to member growth, satisfaction, and opportunities to inspire and be inspired. Though some placements
challenge us, they also are the “small groups” where many members find close friendships and bond with other ladies
in the League. Loretta said that besides finding a good fit for each member, Placement writes notes of congratulations,
encouragement, and condolences to members throughout the year, and she also noted that Jenny Pankey has asked the
Placement Committee to focus this year on mentoring new active members to help them to connect with all the League
has to offer. Loretta also expressed “This committee works internally with League members to help each member have a
positive experience at general meetings and support their individual needs for committee service.” I got my postcard for
a placement committee contact and appreciate I have someone to go to for concerns or questions. Placements are made
each spring but each member has a contact on the committee who they can approach year-round.

committee

Finding My Place

By: Jessica Loque

Loretta Lemoine
Chair

Arabella Moore

Stephanie Bryant

Mary “Arie”
Milner

Sabrina Racer

Sherrie McCraw

Kerri James

2015 Endowment Contributors
Joyce Priest in memory of her parents & in-laws

Roxi Mackens

Ann & David Erskine in memory of Gwen Hardy

Jessica Brady

Leigh Nolan

Audrey Edwards Malloy in memory of Helen Edwards

The Francis Genusa Family in memory of Peggy Berry

Veronica Wood

Anu Lal in memory of Martha Ryan

Betty Cummins

Staci Albritton Mitchell

Therese Nagem in memory of Martha Ryan

MaryAnn Roark in memory of Louise & John Ferguson

Cathy Whipple

Annetta Hill in memory of Joy Marshall

Dorothy Hart in memory of Joy Marshall

Gayle & John Shepard in memory of Joy Marshall

Diane & Mike Cage in memory of Landon Miles

Katharine Spires

Virginia Shemwell

Jamie Pettway

Mallory Williams

Mary Bernard

Amey Crousillac

Lillian Breard

Mamie & Todd Nelson in memory of Florine Nelson & Florine
Taylor

Carroll Swander in memory of Gladys Murphy

Dawn Sager

Christy Flanigen in memory of John Posey

Emily Williamson in honor of Jennifer Ables

Emily McGee

Sarah Austin

Charlotte Shaw

Katie Anderson

Dana Tarver

Sarah Katherine Ewing

Andree & Lane Eddleman in memory of Harriett Stapp

Olive Sartor
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Amanda Heikkila

provisionals

Junior League of Monroe 2015-2016 Provisional Class
Holly Allen

Tara Ambrose

Missy Amy

Carol-Anne Barnes

Kimberly Benton

Jessica Brady

Abby Comeaux

Allison Comeaux

Megan Council

Kelsi Dickerson

Occupation: Marketer at United Homes Care
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to be more involved and give back to the
community.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to learn more about the wonderful women
I’ve already met, gain a stronger understanding of
how to help improve my community and hope to
become a role model for future Provisionals.

Occupation: Regional Director NELA American
Heart Association
Alma Mater: Louisiana State University
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
Junior League’s DIAD provided amazing volunteers
to my e and event Go Red For Women through
the leadership of Jennifer Ables.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to serve the
community and give back.

Occupation: Registered Nurse
Alma Mater: Grambling State
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to develop lifelong friendships, and to
make a better, positive community.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to accomplish being an active and positive
role model for our community.
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Occupation: Physical Therapist
Alma Mater: LSU Health New Orleans
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
My sister and fellow provisional, Allison, inspired
me to join in order to meet new people.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to gain new
friendships and learn how to give back to my
community in the best possible way.

Occupation: Sr. Paralegal by day and Food
Critic/Writer/Blogger/Photographer for several
publications.
Alma Mater: University of Phoenix
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
Charity Work/Positive Difference in the
Community/Reach out to worthwhile organizations
that help local elderly, teens, young people and
homeless
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year? To make a positive impact
in my own life, as well as teaching my children the
worthwhile feeling of donating time and effort for
causes that are bigger than themselves.
Occupation: Media & Public Relations Coordinator
(Vantage Health Plan & Affinity Health Group)
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
Growing up, I had always heard of this amazing
group of women working hard to do great things
for our community. My community is very important
to me, so naturally I want to give back in any way
I can.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to gain lifelong
friendships while learning how to grow as a person
by helping others and being exposed to various
personalities.

Occupation: Pharmacist/Associate Professor at
ULM
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to volunteer in our community and meet
new people.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I look forward to getting involved and discovering
where my talents can be best utilized.

Occupation: Asst. Principal at Sterlington Elementary
Alma Mater: LA Tech
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to volunteer and serve to improve our
community while also enjoying meeting new people.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I want to give back to
our community while forming new friendships and
lifelong bonds with other women who want to give
back.

Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
To meet a great group women in the Monroe area
who have the same values and aspirations as I
do for this parish. I loved being involved with my
school and community as a member of a sorority
in college. Joining this organization is a great way
to stay involved and be a part of the Community!
Being a member of the Junior League is a great
way to give back to the community that has given
so much to me in the past.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to learn more
about the different events, programs, and services
provided and sponsored by the Junior League for
our community.
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Occupation: CPA
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
The chance to meet new people and make a
difference in our community.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to gain new friendships and help others in
our community. I look forward to being involved in
several organizations that make our community a
better place.

Junior League of Monroe 2015-2016 Provisional Class
Kelly Gauthier

Lisa Hammett

Amanda Heikkila

Dannah Holtzclaw

Stephanie Howell

Kandice Hunter

Morgan Johnston

Katherine Kalil

Keely Kennedy

Occupation: Director, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
NELA
Alma Mater: Ashford University
What inspired you to join the Junior League? A
friend and active JLM member, Rachel Niblett,
shared with me the mission of the Junior League,
which is very similar to the mission of The
Wellspring, where I work. The League mission also
aligns with my personal goals for myself and those
I impact.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to gain more
opportunities to work in the community and have
a positive impact on the lives of others through
action, rather than identifying problems and not
being a part of the solution.

Occupation: Physical Therapist Assistant
Alma Mater: LA Tech

Occupation: Speech Language Pathologist Asst.
Alma Mater: Texas A&M International University
What inspired you to join the Junior League? I
felt that this is a great opportunity to join
an organization of strong women who are
committed to helping their community.   
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to learn about the
Junior League process and how we can accomplish
our mission statement through the projects it
supports.

provisionals

Jacquiela Dorsey

Occupation: Professional Photographer
What inspired you to join the Junior League? I
have been interested in joining the League for
years. Volunteering has always been a huge
part of my life and what better way than with an
organization of strong women like myself.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year? I am hoping to network with
other female entrepreneurs and volunteer as many
hours as I can. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
DIAD opportunities available to provisionals.

Occupation: Attorney
Alma Mater: University of Mississippi
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
A desire to get involved in the community and to
meet new people.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to form new relationships and learn more
about the community.

Occupation: Realtor with Coldwell Banker Group
One
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
With the many needs in our community, I wanted
to be a part of a group of volunteers that make a
difference.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to form new friendships and to gain
insight and knowledge of the many needs and
opportunities in our community.

Occupation: Speech Therapist
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to give back to my community and make
a difference any way that I can.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to gain friends and memories for a lifetime.

Occupation: Accountant at CenturyLink
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana at Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
My mother did because she absolutely loved it
when she was a part of it.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to be able to
volunteer, make new friendships and connections,
and become a part of the junior league.

Occupation: Medical Records at The Woman’s
Clinic
Alma Mater: Currently attending ULM
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
My mom and the opportunity to help others.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to help the community and make new
friendships along the way.

35

C HA RLO N S — f a ll / wi nte r 2 0 1 5

Occupation: Registered Nurse
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
The reputation that follows the Junior League name
and the emphasis Junior League puts on community
service.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I would like to gain a full understanding of the
League.

provisionals

Junior League of Monroe 2015-2016 Provisional Class
Jessica Kepper

Allison Lowe

Roxi Mackens

Christine Michener

Melinda Minniefield

Erin Muranovic

Tiffany Rials

Rachel Rodgers

Charlotte Shaw

Alyson Telano

Occupation: Co-Owner of Kepper Dirt
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
The Junior League inspired me to enjoy more of the
community and help with volunteer work.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I wanted to be a part of a charitable organization.

Occupation: Reading & Math Coordinator at
OPSB
What inspired you to join the Junior League? My
desire to build relationships and make a positive
impact on my community inspired me to join the
League.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to gain insight
into community needs and provide strategies for
dealing with them. I hope to learn how to utilize
my skills to make a lasting difference

Occupation: Director, St. Paul’s After School
Tutoring
Alma Mater: University of Evansville
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I think volunteering is a great way to give back to
the community and empower others.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
As a relatively new resident of Monroe, I’m excited
to meet other like-minded women.

Occupation: Marketing Manager
Alma Mater: Louisiana Tech
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
Desires to further my volunteering efforts, meet new
people, and grow as a person.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish
in your provisional year? I hope to have a better
understanding of the Junior League and how I may
fit into the volunteer community

Occupation: Kindergarten Teacher at Lexington
Elementary
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana Monroe and
Louisiana College
What inspired you to join the Junior League? I
decided to join Junior League because I wanted to
be a part of an organization that has had such a
large and positive impact in our community.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year? I hope to gain many lifelong
friendships while volunteering and being involved
in our community.
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Occupation: Toxicologist for Ramboll Environ
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League? I love being
involved in groups and helping the community. When a
friend told me about the organization and what it did, I
thought this would be a perfect fit.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in your
provisional year? I hope to meet new people and gain
new friendships and connections and learn how JLM
contributes to the community and how I can become a
part of this wonderful group of women and give back to
the community I love so much.

Occupation: Physician Assistant at Sterlington
Rehabilitation Hospital
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
To meet others and give back to the community
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year? I hope to learn how to serve
my community, and to gain some strong friendships
with other League members.

Landyn Young

Occupation: Project Manager
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
Helping others through volunteer work.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to develop an understanding of what
exactly the League is about and what charitable
organizations the League works with.

Occupation: Hair Stylist
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
I wanted to be a part of a great group of women
that I could learn from and grow with while serving
my community and making a difference.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to learn about different growth possibilities,
gain great relationships and accomplish my
personal goals.

Occupation: Registered Nurse
Alma Mater: University of Louisiana Monroe
What inspired you to join the Junior League?
My friend and active JLM member Kristin Wyble
asked me to be a part of the League.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in
your provisional year?
I hope to get out of my comfort zone and
experience new things. I am looking forward to the
volunteer work.

Occupation: Pre-K Teacher at Jesus the Good Shepherd
Alma Mater: Louisiana State University
What inspired you to join the Junior League? The opportunity to meet
other women in the community and volunteer together.
What do you hope to learn, gain or accomplish in your provisional
year? I hope to make new friendships and learn more about ways to
make a difference locally in our community.
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Screening mammograms can be scheduled Mon–Fri, 7am–4:30pm at Kitty DeGree Breast
Health Center or Mon-Fri, 9am-4:15p at Kitty DeGree Breast Health Imaging by calling (318)
812-PINK, or simply walk in at either location. A healthcare provider’s order is required.

i n f o r m at i o n

• Annual mammograms beginning at age 40
• Clinical breast exam every 3 years beginning at ages 20-30, and annually from age 40
• Breast self awareness—know what is normal for you and report any change promptly to
your healthcare provider

your

Following the American Cancer Society’s and the Susan G. Komen for the
Cure’s guidelines for the early detection of breast cancer for most adults:

for

One in Eight Women will be Diagnosed
with Breast Cancer in Her Lifetime*

*National Cancer Institute, American Cancer Society, Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

812-PINK (7465)

stfran.com

Healthcare Centered on You
St. Francis Community Health Center provides
a wide range of outpatient services including:

ST. FRANCIS
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health System

The Next Generation of Healthcare.
2600 Tower Dr. • (318) 966-6200 • stfran.com
37

C H AR LO N S — fa l l/ w inte r 2 0 1 5

• Cardiac Rehabilitation
• Laboratory Services
• Diabetes & Nutrition Center
• Occupational Medicine
• Drive-Through Pharmacy
• Physician Offices
• Imaging Services
• Rehabilitation
• and the new St. Francis Urgent Care Clinic

issue
every

OCTOBER
1 Carmen Buckles Wright
12 Faith Gremillion
14 Amanda Heikkila
18 Cherry Coon
19 Charlotte Shaw
22 Sara Chauhan
Christina Elahi
24 Sarah Austin
26 Carol Barnes
28 Holly Allen
31 Mandy Green

NOVEMBER
3 Leigh Liles
6 Arie Milner
7 Colandra Smith
8 Talitha Elliott
Krista Nelson
10 Leslie Hughes
11 Melissa Kiper
15 Emily McGee
21 Terri Bursey
24 Jan Mattingly
26 Ilana Wahlder
28 Arabella Moore
30 Alex Manuso

DECEMBER
1 Katherine Flowers
4 Nicole West
Missy Amy
6 Keelly Kennedy
7 Robin Beatty
12 Jessica Wyatt
14 Jamie Bryan
15 Charlene Sullivan
16 Courtney Weston
Sarah Raymond
LaWanda Marshall
17 Lisa Ellington
19 Emily Eberts
23 Betsy Beard
26 Blanche Betz
28 Roxi Mackens
29 Stephanie Howell
30 Jenny Pankey
31 Coby Wells
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in

2015 Fall & Winter
Birthdays
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JANUARY
1 Christy White
2 Shelva Thomas
3 Cydni Hanks
5 Jessica Brady
9 Laura Gibbs
10 Allison Bowman
Stephanie Bryant
13 Robynn Hodnett
16 Kathryn Bagley
18 Dana Stephenson
23 Richardra Winder
24 Veronic Knight
25 Ashley Kilpatrick
26 Mallory Williams
27 Megan Sharp
31 Suhan Wallace

Campuses in Bastrop, Jonesboro (coming soon),
Lake Providence, Monroe, Tallulah, West Monroe & Winnsboro
www.ladelta.edu
318-345-9000

Looking for a new career?
Consider the opportunities available at
LDCC!
New Program
Associate of Arts LA TransferCriminal Justice Concentration

Coming Soon
Unmanned Aircraft Training!
Currently Offering
Ag Aviation

Programs of Study
School of Health Sciences, Natural Sciences, & Math
Barber Styling | Forensic Science & Technology | LA Transfer of Science | Nurse Assistant | Paramedic (EMT) | Patient Care Technician | Practical Nursing | Registered Nursing | Respiratory Therapy
School of Industrial Sciences
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration | Automotive Technology | Carpentry | CNC Specialist | Diesel Powered Equipment Technology |
Drafting and Design Technology | Electrician | Industrial Electronics Technology | Industrial Instrumentation Technology | Industrial
Maintenance Technology | Process Technology | Welding
School of Liberal Arts & Business Technology
Business and Technology | Business Office Administration | Care and Development of Young Children | General Studies | ICT: Computer Networking Support | LA Transfer of Arts | Teaching

Junior League of Monroe, Inc.
®

2811 Cameron Street
Monroe, Louisiana 71201
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NOVEMBER 13 - 21, 2015
SHOP at over 80 local businesses.
SAVE on your purchases.
SERVE with your donation.

