FALL 2020

Lauren Voorhees, 2020-2021 President
Leading the Junior League of Monroe into 90 years of service

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2020

3 Letter from the Editor
4 President’s Message
5 Board of Directors
10 About JLM
11 Little Leaguers
12 Bulletin Board

contents

● advertisers

Louisiana Delta Community College
Bayou DeSiard Title Company
University of Louisiana Monroe
Albritton Photography

● features

6 Meet the Board

14 2020-2021 Provisional Class
18 A Year for Provisionals
19 Board Retreat
Chair Training

20 Back to the League Social
21 Provisional Dinner
22 Spring Dinner
23 Endowment Grants
24 Volunteer of the Year
25 Louise Seymour Community
Impact Award

27 What Are The

Board Members Reading?

32 Serving Our Community:
Ouachita Council on Aging

33 JLM Volunteers at Kiroli Park
37 How to Make a Face Mask
● what’s happening

26 Cotton Country Recipes
28 Checking in with TLC
Education and Training

29 What’s on the Menu?
Education Task Force

30 Fund Development
Spring Market

31 Community Service Outreach
34 New League Placement Tool
38 Event Calendar

Letter from
the Editor

● in every issue

®
Advertise in Charlons
Support the League, grow
your business, and be
featured in Charlons with
effective and affordable
advertising.
Please address all advertising
space and rate queries to the
Charlons committee at:
jlm.charlons@gmail.com.
We would love to have
your Junior League outing
photos featured in our next
Charlons magazine. Submit
information, articles and
original format photos for
the next issue of Charlons!
jlm.charlons@gmail.com.
The Charlons staff encourages
you to thank our advertisers and
patronize them.

Charlons Committee
2020-21
Raegan Sims, Co-Chair/Editor
Hannah Salsbury, Co-Chair
Scarlett Garcia
Qiana Anderson
Megan Wilkins
Gina White

Thank you Junior League for leading us into
90 years of service. 90 years!! How crazy
is that. Little did I know what the Junior
League would do for me two years ago, but
I am very proud to say I am now walking
with the League during its 90th year of
service,while being in my third year with
the Junior League of Monroe.
Working with our President Lauren
Voorhees this year has been a blast. I have
learned so much and what all goes into the
league. This year has been rather different
with COVID-19, but Lauren’s theme for this
year is “Moving Forward Together”. How
perfect of a saying for this crazy year. Many
things have gotten canceled, turned into
zoom calls, wearing masks, social distance
and doing things we never thought we
would have to do, but we did it together,
as a League. Watching what Lauren, the
Board of Directors and Committees have
done to make this year “work” has been
so amazing. We are still helping and giving
to the community in a COVID safe way.
Making the new normal; normal.
Putting together this issue has been fun,
in a very -COVID- way. I was first thinking
“how in the world are we going to fill this
magazine” to having so much content for
this crazy time! All the “pats” go to the ladies
of the league for walking together during
this time while still wanting to serve! I hope
everyone enjoys this issue and the ones to
come. Lets keep leading the community in
the true Junior League of Monroe fashion!

Raegan Sims
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We have weathered the storms and the Junior League of Monroe is getting busy
to say the least! Children are back to school and some normalcy has set in! All
committees have been a buzz since the governor announced Phase 3, and our
weeks have been jam packed with a multitude of events! I am still on an all-time
league high from our Back to the League Bash, “Spring” Dinner, and our first general
meeting!
JLM’s Back to the League event was a blast! In honor of our 90th year, our members
celebrated fiesta style! Dinner was catered by Iron Cactus, live music was enjoyed
by Jordan Sheppard and the weather was gorgeous! Our Activities committee
outdid themselves; fellowship and fun were had by all! Spring dinner was also
one for the books! Actives, provisionals, and sustainers were gathered for a much
needed celebration in honor of our outgoing President and fearless leader, Meghan
Sharp.
In addition, I was thrilled at the turnout of our first general meeting! My heart
grew full as the chatter and excitement filled the walls within League house! The
committee updates and announcements made me smile especially big, as everyone
is off to a fantastic start!

I am extremely appreciative of our wonderful sustainers who were willing to host
the Provisional Reception in September. Everyone felt immensely loved, especially
the 32 new provisionals! A huge thanks to all our sustainers!
Our Care Closet committee plans to add four more schools this year and TLC has raised over $5,000
for the Adopt a student program! Actives and provisionals delivered cases of water and box fans to the
Ouachita Council on Aging after Hurricane Laura. Our Education and Training Committee has been hard
at work polling membership for areas in which each person craves self-growth. I am thrilled about our
upcoming events such as our Mental Health Awareness Workshop with our Endowment recipient, Jan
Daniels as well as Ascent. This committee will also host a book study each month on the book, The Beauty
Underneath the Struggle: Creating your Own Bus Story, by Niki Spears. The Education Task Force received
numerous applications and will award the recipients of the teacher mini grants in November! Community
Service Outreach has planned volunteer opportunities for each month! We are excited to partner with
Hope Street Ministries, “Church without Walls,” in November.
After much thought and prayer, our 2020-2021 theme, “Moving Forward Together” came to life last February.
We had no idea at the time how fitting this theme would be. The unknown obstacles JLM has faced so far
have been no match. I have truly seen women go above and beyond, be vastly creative, and “make it work”
without a complaint. Each of you bring your own unique ideas to the League table, which is truly inspiring. I
am grateful for membership entrusting me to be on the forefront of such an unforgettable time.
Lastly, the honor to serve as the 90th President of the Junior League of Monroe is truly not lost upon me.
My goal for all members is that we each continue to grow in leadership development, be a driving force in
our community, and consistently empower each other. I am extremely honored to lead the way as we begin
“Moving Forward Together!”
Love to all,

Lauren Voorhees
President, 2020-2021
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JLM Board of Directors 2020-2021
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Voorhees
President-Elect . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Francis Siggers
Communications Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hannah Salsbury
Community Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kelsey Bohl
Financial Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jessica Brady
Assistant Financial Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Suhan Wallace
Membership Development Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tiffany O’Neal
Planning & Research Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Melinda Minniefield
Advisory Planning Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Allison Earl
Nominating and Placement Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brittany Hayes
Corresponding Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Miller
Fund Development Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lisa Hammett
Sustainer Advisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Kiper

Board of Directors 2020-2021 (left to right) Tiffany O’Neal: Membership Development VP,
Amy Miller: Corresponding Secretary ,Lisa Hammett: Fund Development VP,
Hannah Salsbury: Communications VP, Brittany Hayes: Nominating and Placement Chair,
Suhan Wallace: Asst. Financial VP, Lauren Vorhees: President, Mary Francis Siggers: President-Elect,
Melinda Minniefield: Planning and Research VP, Jessica Brady: Financial VP,
Melissa Kiper: Sustainer Advisor, Kelsey Bohl: Community VP, Allison Earl: Advisory Planning Chair
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Lauren Voorhees, President
Lauren is a native of Monroe and has been married to her husband, Chris Voorhees, for 5 years. They
have a 4 year old daughter named Clare, who made her arrival during the flood of March, 2016! They
were excited to welcome their second baby girl, Violet, to their family in November, 2019.
Lauren is a proud product of the Monroe City School System, where she works currently, and a
graduate of Neville High School in 2004. She then graduated from Louisiana Tech University with
a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She is an alumna of Sigma Kappa Sorority. She is
currently in her twelfth year at Sallie Humble Elementary where she is able to daily feed her passion
of teaching 3rd grade Math. She helped pilot and has been an active part of the Louisiana Tech TEAM
mentor teaching program for the past four years, where elementary education students intern in her
classroom for a full year. Furthermore, Lauren is honored to participate in sponsoring the Beta Club
at her school, which focuses on well-rounded students who are willing to give their free time giving
back to our community. Furthermore, She loves teaching simply because children make her happy. She
loves spending time to get to know each of their big and unique personalities, playing kickball, and of
course field trips!
Lauren revels in spending time with her family, playing outside with her kids, riding bikes, rooting for the
Chicago Cubs, and of course, Neville football. Lauren is a lifetime member of Parkview Baptist Church.
She also enjoys being involved in Charis women’s retreat ministry.
Lauren joined the league in 2013 where she has enjoyed making new friendships and serving
our community. She acted on the Education Task Force committee for three years and also
served as chairman. Her favorite part of this committee was handing out the 31 mini grants to
teachers in our community, as many of them were her colleagues. In 2017-18 she was named the
Advisory Board Chairman on the Board of Directors, then Membership Vice President in 2018-19
which intensified her love for the Junior League. She then became President Elect and is now our
current President. She loves making connections with new provisionals and getting to know current
members on a personal level. She loves our community and believes as women, we can make a huge
impact for other women and children at risk! She looks forward to continue to serve and grow this
year with the League!

Mary Francis Siggers, President-Elect
Mary Francis was born and raised in Monroe and has deep love for this city, community and the people.
She has been married to her husband, A.J., for 9 years and they have a 7 year little girl, Aubrey Joyce and
a 2 year old little boy, Jordan Robert. Mary Francis graduated from ULM with a Bachelor’s degree in 2008.
Her and her husband own and operate Custom Design Center in Monroe and Eason Manufacturing in
West Monroe.
Mary Francis joined The Junior League of Monroe in 2012 to further be involved in the community and to
make a difference any way she could. She has served on the Spring Market committee for 3 years with 2
of those being Chair and also Chair of Marketing and PR for 1 year. Cotton Country Cookbook for 1 year.
She has served on the Board of Directors leadership as Vice President of Fund Development, Nominating
and Placement Chair and this year as President-Elect.
Mary Francis is excited for the upcoming league year and hopes that all members are inspired to become
involved and make a difference whether big or small. She wants members to know that all things are
possible with a great attitude, drive and determination.

Hannah Salsbury, Communications Vice President
Hannah is a native of Monroe, LA and a graduate of Ouachita Christian School. For undergrad she
attended Louisiana State University where she was a member of Phi Mu and received her Bachelor of
Science in Business with a concentration in Finance. Hannah joined the league as a provisional in 2016
as a way to get involved and meet new people after moving back from Baton Rouge. As a member
of the Junior League of Monroe, Hannah has served as a member and chair of the Marketing and PR
committee and is now serving on the Board of Directors as Communications VP for the second year.
She is grateful for the opportunities Junior League has provided to her to help serve the community,
meet lifetime friends, and also develop leadership skills that can always be used.
Outside of the Junior League, Hanna has worked for CenturyLink for the past 6 years where she’s
currently works as a Human Resources Advisor. She has two fur-babies, Eloise- a Golden Retriever, and
Ziggy- a King Charles Cavalier. In any free time, Hannah loves traveling, reading, music & concerts, and
spending time with friends and family.
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Kelsey Bohl, VP Community
Kelsey Bohl is a native of Monroe, LA. She graduated from Ouachita Parish High School, received her
bachelor’s degree from Louisiana State University, MBA from ULM, and Doctorate in Higher Education
Administration from the University of Alabama. During her time at LSU, Kelsey was a member of both the
LSU Golden Girls (2006, 2008, 2009) and LSU Tiger Girls (2007) dance teams. She also coached the ULM
Hawkline dance team for 5 years (2012-2017). Kelsey is currently the Executive Director of Marketing
and University Communications at ULM.
Kelsey joined the Junior League of Monroe as a Provisional in 2018, served as Chair of the Community
Impact Committee in 2019, and is currently the 2020-2021 Community VP. Kelsey loves JLM because the
impact the League has on our community is extremely significant. She loves being involved with such a
passionate group of women all working to make our community a better place to live. She is extremely
excited to serve on Board this year!
Kelsey is also involved in many other organizations in the community. She serves as a board member
for the Louisiana Delta Ballet, Northeast Louisiana Ad Club, and ULM Women’s Symposium. Kelsey is a
graduate of Leadership Ouachita class of 2018 and a 2019 Northeast Louisiana’s Young Professionals Top
20 under 40 recipient.
Kelsey is married to Alex Bohl, and they have a two-year old daughter Lydia. Kelsey is also a 200-hour
registered yoga teacher, avid reader, and vintage enthusiast.

Jessica Brady, VP Finance
Jessica is from Bayou Chicot, LA and moved to the Monroe area to attend pharmacy school at ULM
in 2003. After attending Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA, Jessica was accepted
into the College of Pharmacy and earned her Doctor of Pharmacy degree in 2007. She went on to
complete a pharmacy practice residency at the University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson,
MS before returning to ULM as a clinical pharmacy faculty member in the College of Pharmacy.
She is in her 13th year at ULM and is a Professor of Pharmacy Practice and Associate Director of
the School of Clinical Sciences. Jessica is married to Jacob Brady, and they reside in West Monroe
with their three daughters, Nora (8), Helen (6), and Ruby (3). She joined the Junior League in 2015
and has served on the Cotton Bayou Publications committee, chairing in 2017, and chaired the
Recruitment and Admissions committee in 2018. She served on the Board of Directors in 2019
as Assistant Financial Vice President and currently serves as the Financial Vice President. The Junior
League has provided amazing opportunities to connect with service-minded women, make an
impact in our community, and develop applicable leadership skills.
Outside of the Junior League, Jessica is involved with the Louisiana Society of Health-System
Pharmacists, serving on the Board of Directors for 7 years, along with serving as Advisor for the
ULM Student chapter. Jessica is also involved with Phi Mu Fraternity, having joined the Kappa Iota
Chapter while attending Northwestern State. She has served in many volunteer roles, including
Chapter Adviser of the Alpha Rho Chapter at ULM, Area Membership Director, Enrichment Chapter
Specialist, and National Enrichment Coordinator. She also serves as the Treasurer of the Monroe
Phi Mu Alumnae Chapter and continues to serve the Alpha Rho Chapter as Faculty Adviser and
Finance Adviser.

Suhan Wallace, AVP Finance
My name is Suhan Wallace. I was born and raised in China. I graduated from Anhui University with a BA degree
in English. I am a mother of two boys, Emerson and Ayrton. I am also a full time photographer and own Wallace
Photography.
I have been a member of Monroe Junior League since 2014. I am the Financial VP of the 2020 Board of
Directors. I started as a committee member of Charity Shopping Pass. In 2017, I chaired Fund Development
and really began to thrive. During these three years I have learned so much from league members as well as
AJLI. In 2019 I was awarded the Volunteer of the year. This year, 2020 is my 6th active year.
Volunteering in the community has totally changed my life. Fellow Junior League members have made this
life altering experience even more meaningful. The encouragement, support, and friendship of JLM has been
invaluable in my pursuit to become a leader in our amazing community. We work together, support each other,
and have fun simultaneously.
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Tiffany O’Neal, VP Membership Development
This is my 5th active year in the League. My favorite part of being Membership VP is being in contact with
so many people in the League I have not gotten to work with before. I also love working with the new
Provisional group and seeing how excited they are to become members of such a great organization.

Melinda Minniefield, VP Planning and Research
Melinda’s strong belief that everyone has an obligation and responsibility to help others led her to join the
Junior League of Monroe as a provisional member in 2015. Born with a heart to serve, Melinda strives
to be a source of compassion and support for everyone she encounters.
Melinda is originally from Lake Charles, LA. She moved to Ruston, LA with her family where she attended
Ruston High School and later graduated from Louisiana Tech university with a bachelor’s degree.
Melinda is very involved with her church and works tirelessly on various volunteering initiatives. She
launched a summer reading program to help children improve their reading skills, she led training sessions
to ensure her church members could attend service virtually during the COVID lockdown and often
volunteers to assist elder community members with transportation needs.
In her spare time, Melinda enjoys reading, traveling, and is an avid runner. Melinda’s favorite thing about
the Junior League of Monroe is getting to know such a diverse group of talented and strong women! She
is honored to serve the community with such an empowered group of trailblazing women.

Allison Earl, Advisory Planning Chair
Allison is originally from Shreveport, LA and moved to the Monroe area when she attended the University
of Louisiana at Monroe. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Speech Communication in
2004 and a Master of Arts Degree in Speech Communication in 2006, both from ULM. Cool facts, she
graduated as an Indian and a Warhawk and has 4 National Championship rings as the Assistant Coach of
the ULM Water Ski Team! She married her husband, Brandon, in November of 2009 and welcomed their
first sweet daughter, Annabelle, into their family in November of 2014 and their second sweet daughter,
Lillian in September of 2019. Allison and Lillian share a birthday month, how sweet and exciting!
She and her husband own American Auto Rental in Monroe and a second location in Bossier City, LA.
They love their business and have worked alongside each other for the past 9 years.
Allison joined the league in 2013 and she’s loved everything about it! She’s served as a member of
the charity shopping pass and placement committees, Co-Chair and Chair of Provisionals (her all-time
favorite committee). In 2017, she joined the JLM Board of Directors as the Assistant Financial VP, with
the following year serving as the Financial VP, Membership Development VP and is currently the Advisory
Planning Chair. She was voted the ‘Volunteer of the Year’ with our league in 2017!
Allison serves as the President of her local sorority Alumnae Chapter and also serves as an advisor for
the collegiate chapter of Phi Mu Fraternity at ULM. She has received several awards from ULM including
“Faculty Advisor of the Year” and the Student Government Association’s “Outstanding Alumni Award.”
She believes that 2020-2021 is going to be an exciting year to ‘Move Forward Together!’ Having such dedicated league members and wonderful
committees, our area is blessed to have the support of the league!

Brittany Hayes, Nominating & Placement Chair
Brittany has two beautiful kids, Elizabeth (8) and Myles (4), who attend Riverfield Academy in Rayville.
Brittany graduated high school in 2004 from Riverfield Academy. She graduated from The University of
Louisiana at Monroe in 2008 with a major in Finance and minor in Accounting. She continued her education
by completing her Master in Business Administration from ULM in 2010. Brittany is a Registered Financial
Advisor at the office of Caroline Boggs at Raymond James Financial Services in Monroe. This year she
celebrates 12 years! Brittany’s hobbies include playing with her kids, watching sports and trying out new
recipes! This ‘COVID’ time has given her lots of opportunity to play with her kids and cook… Now she is
ready for some LSU FOOTBALL!! GEAUX TIGERS!!
Brittany joined the Junior League of Monroe in 2012. WOW! 8 YEARS! She has served on Charlons for
one year and three years on the Provisional Committee. The experience of being the Provisional Chair and
working with the enthusiastic Provisionals, rejuvenated Brittany and gave her a heartwarming experience
that helped with her leadership skills and communication skills. Brittany has made many lifelong friends
through the league and has enjoyed serving on the Board of Directors for the past 2 years. This year she
looks forward to being the Nominating and Placement Chair.
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Amy Miller, Corresponding Secretary
Amy Miller serves as the Corresponding Secretary on our 2020-2021 Board of Directors. She joined
the Junior League of Monroe in 2018 as a transfer member from the Junior League of Lafayette, which
she joined in 2015.
In Lafayette, Amy was a member of the Marketing Committee and the eBlast Coordinator. She was
recognized as Junior League of Lafayette’s 2017-2018 “Active of the Year.” Upon transferring to our
League, she was a member of the Marketing & PR Committee and served the following year as the
Marketing & PR Chair.
Amy is an attorney at the Law Office of Michael S. Coyle in Ruston, Louisiana. She is a North Louisiana
native from Shreveport and graduated from Loyola College Prep and then LSU-Shreveport with a
Bachelor of Arts in English. She graduated from LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center in 2013. She enjoys
the small-town country life in Ruston with her husband, Brock, son, Brock Jr., and their three weird cats.

Lisa Hammett,VP Fund Development
Lisa is a native of Corpus Christi, Texas. She moved to Monroe, Louisiana after marrying her husband of 9
years, Jeb Hammett. Together they have twin boys, Nathan (9) and Andrew (9). Lisa graduated from Texas
A&M International University with a Bachelors degree in Communication Disorders. She then furthered her
education by completing her Master’s Degree at Louisiana Tech University in 2019. She is currently employed
as a Speech Language Pathologist in the Monroe City School System. Lisa joined the Junior League of Monroe
as a Provisional in 2014. As a member, Lisa has served as a member of the Spring Market Committee. Within
that committee, she has served as Merchant Chair (2018), Co-Chair (2020), and now serves on the 2020-2021
Board of Directors as the Fund Development VP. She is grateful for the many opportunities that the league
has provided to help her grow personally and professionally. The Hammett’s are active members of Jesus the
Good Shepherd Church, ACTS and the ACTS community. Outside of the Junior League, Lisa continues to
enjoy serving her community, spending time with family, and attending Neville sporting events. Lisa is looking
forward to the upcoming year and hopes to continue the positive impact that the Junior League has had within
the Twin Cities and surrounding areas.

Melissa Kiper, Sustainer Advisor
Melissa joined JLM as a Provisional in 2011. Over the years, she was a member of the Charlons committee,
served as Co-Chair/Co-Editor of Charlons, Communications VP, Community VP, President-Elect, 2017-2018
President, Chairman of Nominating and Placement, Chairman of Charity Development, and now Presidential
Advisor.
She is a native of West Monroe and a graduate of West Monroe High School, Louisiana Tech University where
she received her Bachelor’s of Science in Marketing and Secondary Business Education teaching certification,
and the University of Louisiana Monroe where she received her Master of Business Administration and Masters
+30 in Education. She serves as a Marketing Instructor at ULM.
Melissa has one furry child, Cotton, a one year old rambunctious Labradoodle. When she’s not walking Cotton
at Kiroli Park, she enjoys playing competitive tennis, kayaking, and taking hip hop classes at Linda Lavendar
School of Dance. She attends Fair Park Baptist Church in West Monroe. She volunteers with the Miss Louisiana
Organization as a dorm hostess and with the Center for Children & Families where she serves on the Black &
White Ball fundraising committee. She also serves on the Board of Directors for ULM’s Women’s Symposium,
West Monroe High School Alumni and Friends, and the Northeast Louisiana Arts Council as Community Vice
Chair.
She has been recognized as a NELA Top 20 under 40 Young Professional, DeltaStyle Magazine’s Women
Educators that Shape the Delta, 2nd Runner Up for Louisiana Delta Ballet’s Dancing with the Louisiana Stars
(where her JLM cheering section rocked the Monroe Civic Center),Top 5 for the Twin City Ballet’s Twin City Lip
Sync Battle and is currently participating in the Leadership Ouachita program. Through the extensive training
and mentoring she’s received from the Junior League, Melissa has become a better volunteer, gained leadership
skills that she uses in other organizations and her professional career, and gained many lifelong friends along the
way. She is forever grateful to this organization and plans to stay active for many years to come!
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about JLM
Our Vision Through the power of our association,

Junior Leagues strengthen communities by embracing
diverse perspectives, building partnerships, and inspiring
solutions.

Our Mission

The Junior League of Monroe is
an organization of women committed to promoting
voluntarism, developing the potential of women, and
improving communities through the effective action
and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and charitable.

Our Purpose

We reach out to women of all
races, religions, and national origins who demonstrate
an interest in and a commitment to voluntarism.

Our History

Since 1930, members of the
Junior League of Monroe have devoted countless
volunteer hours to meet the needs of the people and
organizations of our community. Community leaders
have always looked to the JLM for leadership in starting
new community programs. As a result, the JLM has often
been the catalyst that turned an idea into a success that
benefited many in our area. Here are a few examples
of programs that we have started in recent years: Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), Teen Screen,
Shots for Tots, Teen Court, Operation Abstinence, and
Project Child.

partnering for a
better community

Red Cross • Salvation Army • YWCA • YMCA • Camp Fire Girls • March of Dimes • Crippled Children’s Clinic • Masur
Museum • Louisiana Training Institute • Open Door Home • Easter Seals • Med-Camps • Suzuki Forum • Ronald
McDonald House • Go Care • United Way • Our House • Girl Scouts • Christian Community Ministries • New Horizon’s
Boy Scout Camp • Tri-District Boys’ Club • Twin City Ballet • Strauss Theatre • Monroe Symphony • Northeast Louisiana
Children’s Museum • Susan G. Komen Foundation • Women’s Wellness Coalition • West Monroe Community Center
• Monroe Housing Authority • Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana • City of Monroe Beautification Board •
Extra Mile • Friends of ULM Library • Friends of Monroe Civic Center • Little Theatre’s Young Troupe • Louisiana Folk
Life Festival • Monroe Chamber of Commerce • Ouachita Valley Historic Preservation Society • Partners in Education
• West Monroe/West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce • Habitat for Humanity • The Center for Women & Children

Association Prayer
®

The Junior League of
Monroe
2811 Cameron Street
Monroe, LA 71201
Office 318-322-3236 (Terri Arthur)
Fax 318-314-2024
Office Hours:
Mondays-Thursdays • 8:30 am–2:30 pm
Website: www.juniorleaguemonroe.com
Email: jrleague@jlmonroe.org
League Year:
June 1, 2020- May 31, 2021
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We pray that we will never be so blind
that our small world is all we ever see.
Or so supremely satisfied
that what we are is all we ever hope to be.
Grant us the joy of filling someone’s need.
Make us gracious followers,
make gracious those who lead.
And more than all we pray,
that through the years, we will remember
there are always new frontiers.
Amen.

Celia Shray Walker
Parents: Dani & Wade Walker
Born: August 6, 2020

Lillian June Earl
Parents: Allison & Brandon Earl
Born: September 16, 2019
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Member Lauren and Bob Perry
were united in marriage on
June 13, 2020.

Annabelle Earl and her chalk
balloon bouquet! (Allison Earl)
Joann Powell pulled out her sewing
machine and volunteered to provide
cloth masks to local pharmacists and
nursing home employees.

Cydni Hanks, Angela Grubbs and
Joann Powell enjoyed catching up after
months of social distancing.

The Siggers kids said, “Stay
Home!” with fun chalk art.
The Sharps spent free time during
quarantine on golf cart rides
and drive by birthdays! (Meghan
Valentine Sharp)

Baylie Churchwell and
Raegan Sims spent lots
of free time at home gym.
Brittany Hayes
enjoyed breaking out of
quarantine for ICEES
with her kids and
coaching her daughter’s
softball team social
distancing style.
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The Voorhees family spent LOTS of time together
outside while riding bikes. and many golf cart rides,
(Lauren Voorhees)

Angela Grubbs took her kids on a
local art tour around town.

The Finch fam and Charlie Sharp
spent a lot of quality time
together working on their yoga
skills. ( Sydney Finch)

Joann Powell enjoyed watching
her son create with Melanie
Massey’s online art program!

The Malta family spent time
together inside and outside with
lots of golf cart rides, sno cones,
and playing ball in the yard.
(Sylver Malta)

Colandra Smith was able to host
swimming lessons while teaching
18 Aftrican American adults
water safety and swimming.

Kathryn Bagley ran the Run to
the Cross 10k and places 1st
overall female.
LaWanda Marshall started
a new hobby of creating
handmade cards for relaxation.

Gina White celebrated her
daughter’s birthday!

Allison Davis enjoyed
neighborhood golf cart rides
with her boys!

Dani Walker defended her
Dissertation during COVID!
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2021 Provisional Class

®
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Demetri Charleston

Avery Dabbs

Occupation: Family Service
Administrator
What inspired you to join the League?
My daughter participated in the
Cinderella project a couple of years
back, ever since then, l wanted to give
back just as we were given to.

Occupation: Pediatric Physical Therapist
What inspired you to join the League?
I wanted to challenge myself with new,
unfamiliar experiences that will help me
grow as a young professional woman.
To be surrounded by this diverse and
accomplished group of women is
SO powerful, and I am so excited to
continue being inspired by this League!

Nikki Collins Cox

LaWanda Elliot

(Not pictured)
Occupation: Banker
What inspired you to join the League?
My mom was a member of the Junior
League of Jackson when I was young. I
remember all the fun things she got to
do while helping the community. I have
always wanted to be just like her, so this
is one more thing to be just like her!

Occupation: School Librarian-Teacher
What inspired you to join the League?
I was inspired to join The Junior League
because I wanted to be a member of
this organization that makes such a
positive impact on our community and
our schools. I was also inspired to join
by several members who are influential
in my life.

Lauren Perry

Mandy Boling

Occupation: 4th grade math teacher
What inspired you to join the League?
Community, Volunteerism, and personal
growth.

Occupation: Independent Scentsy
Director
What inspired you to join the League?
I joined the Junior League to get more
involved in my community and also to
grow myself professionally after seeing
the many ways the Junior League has
helped others around me!

Tanyonicka Black-Wilson

Audrey Stringfellow, M.Ed

Occupation: BJES Kindergarten Teacher
What inspired you to join the League?
I saw the League helping at the schools
and wanted to be a part of it.

Occupation: 8th Grade English Teacher
What inspired you to join the League?
I wanted to meet like-minded women
who are invested in rebuilding our
communities by funding educational
programs, eradicating homelessness, &
empowering women in all aspects of life. I
want the life I am living to be an example
for my students, my community, and my
family. Most importantly, I want to help
create the kind of communities that our
children deserve to be a part of!
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2021 Provisional Class
Nadine Fares

LaKeisha Johnson

Occupation: Speech Therapist
What inspired you to join the League?
To build connections and relationships
with like-minded women through aiding
and serving the city of Monroe.

Occupation: Lawyer
What inspired you to join the League?
I was inspired to join the League
because of the organization’s passion
for service and dynamic approach to
community improvement

Shayla Shaw

Christie Ouchley

Occupation: Empowerment Coach
What inspired you to join the League?
I was inspired to join the League so that
I could meet other women in our community and be a part of an organization
making a positive impact.

Occupation: RN
What inspired you to join the League?
Differentiation in Service opportunities
and meeting new people.

Adicia Lewis

Mary Earl

Occupation: Revenue Tax Officer 2
What inspired you to join the League?
My desire to give back and serve the
community

Occupation: Sr. Recruiter
What inspired you to join the League?
Volunteering in our community,
improving leadership skills, meeting
women from different walks of life that
have a heart of service & sisterhood

Kirstie Martin

Jacinda Whitley

Occupation: Cottage Bakery Owner
What inspired you to join the League?
My family and I just relocated to
the area last fall and I wanted to
find somewhere to plant my roots
and become involved in my new
community!

Occupation: Therapist
What inspired you to join the League?
Volunteer work for the community;
female empowerment
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2021 Provisional Class
Temika Cooks

Victoria George, MSW, CSW

Occupation: Administrative Program
Manager @ Monroe Housing Authority
What inspired you to join the League?
The ability to connect with other
women and serve my community!

Occupation: Intensive Outpatient
Therapist
What inspired you to join the League?
My inspiration for joining the league
stems from my desire to give back to the
community and make a difference in the
lives of others. I find it very rewarding
to help those who are less fortunate
and advocate for those who may not
have a voice. I believe there is strength
in unity and the League is committed to
making positive change while improving
communities.

Toya Hubbard

Jessica Hale

Occupation: Speech Language
Pathologist
What inspired you to join the League?
I am always inspired by and wish to be
among women who are community
leaders.

Occupation: Controller
What inspired you to join the League?
I joined the Junior League to make new
friends and serve my community.

Luna Rocha

Hali Hendrix

Occupation: Digital Marketing
What inspired you to join the League?
I moved to Monroe last year and
wanted to connect with other likeminded women. The commitment to
volunteerism that JLM promotes made
joining a no-brainer for me!

Occupation: Event/Wedding decorator
and coordinator
What inspired you to join the League?
I joined the league to open my eyes
to larger issues in the community
and hopefully will use some of my
creativity to bring awareness to those
issues. I hope to make a difference and
influence those younger to continue to
put back into the community’s future
for years to come.

Abbie Allen-Whitney

Katrina Branson

Occupation: Business Services
Representative-LA Workforce
Commission
What inspired you to join the League?
I wanted to assist in improving my
community through voluntarism and
providing services to women and
children. Additionally, I wanted to
explore the experience of women
empowering each other.
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2021 Provisional Class

®

Nicole Bruce

Courtney Thomas

Myisha Jackson

Jasmyne McConnell

Occupation: Licensed Professional
Counselor and owner of Healing
Journey Counseling Center
What inspired you to join the League?
I joined the league because I wanted
to be a part of an organization of like
minded women who are passionate
about helping the community, building a
professional network, and meeting new
people.

Occupation: Attorney
What inspired you to join the League?
I joined the league because I loved the
involvement in the community and
wanted to be around women with the
common goals

Brittany Mackens

Carolyn McFarland

Occupation: Realtor
What inspired you to join the League?
To network and grow my business
while being able to give back to my
community while hoping to help
others.

Occupation: Program monitor for the
state
What inspired you to join the League?
To meet new people and help out in
the community.

LaKesha Ross
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A New Year for Provisionals…

By Cydni Hanks, 2020-2021 Provisional Committee Chair

P

rovisional Orientation was held June 30th at the League
house coinciding with the Board of Directors and Chair
leadership training. There are 35 unique and strong
women that joined our mission to build a better community.
The committee this year is also stacked with some incredible
women with a passion for the Junior League of Monroe.
The evening began with our President, Lauren Voorhees,
introducing herself and speaking to how the League has
impacted her personally and professionally. We then had the
Provisionals write a letter to their future self. They were to
write reasons why they joined the League…what are they
expecting to get out of it…and what it means to them. At the
end of the league year, these letters will make an appearance
and they will once again write ‘Why I joined the League…’.
This will serve as an evaluation whether their expectations
were met…or possibly even exceeded, and if their perception
of the League has changed. This also allows us as a committee
to build trainings to reinforce their expectations. Next, we
spent time discussing the history of the Junior League and
AJLI before moving into the specifics of our League. There
was an ice breaker using questions based on which M&M’s
color they chose (aptly rebranded “JLM&M’s”) which was
a great way to get to know each woman a little better. As
Provisional committee member Patience Talley said it best,
“The Provisional Orientation was a huge success! I was just so
excited to actually meet them all in person! We have a great
group of women this year.”
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Although our July meeting – a League history scavenger hunt –
was postponed due to COVID-19 precautions; we were able
to meet again in August with in-person and Zoom options.
Our guest speaker was sustaining member Joann Powell. She
gave a compelling story of her time with the League…meeting
lifelong friends, building confidence, and having a sisterhood
to lean on. Although she was presenting via Zoom, she had
the room captivated. She then delved into her time spent
researching and identifying specific needs in our community
which led to the implementation of our ‘Care Closets’. This
served as a platform leading into the expectations of this
year’s Provisional Project. Each team of women will research
a need they believe should be addressed in our community
and will present their findings to the provisional class. We will
be voting in October for the one we all agree to be the best
option to benefit women and children at risk in our area. The
committee feels like this allows the provisional class to see
how Junior Leagues see a need and act on it! This also gives
each of them leadership development skills in a committeelike setting: planning meetings, preparing a presentation, and
practicing their public speaking skills.
The year is in full swing! We have a busy one planned up until
May and it is dotted with guest visits from our Council VP’s,
Past Presidents, and community members who received an
endowment or teacher mini grant in the past. It is an exciting
time to set the tone for their league experience, and we are
not taking it lightly. We cannot wait to keep you all updated as
the year progresses!
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BOARD RETREAT
First Board of Directors Meeting
By Lauren Voorhees

The 2020-2021 first Board of Directors meeting was held on
June 16, 2020 at the Bayou Desiard Country Club. The meeting
was hosted by the President, Lauren Voorhees. We were
especially excited to kick off this league year with fresh ideas
and especially the time to fellowship!
The meeting was casual and fun! The Board had plenty of time
to brainstorm and also get to know one another! We discussed
our League theme for this year in depth, “Moving Forward
Together,” and made many upcoming plans!

CHAIR TRAINING

T

his year we were pleased to bring together the
2020-2021 Board of Directors and Committee
Chairs for a leadership and league training. It was
a wonderful time to gather, fellowship and learn how to
be effective leaders with our committees and within the
community. JLM is blessed with amazing women who strive
to make our league and community a better place!

Lauren Voorhees, President, facilitated the training and
expanded on her theme and vision for the 2020-2021
league year. When the theme “Moving Forward Together”
was chosen many months ago, we did not know how
fitting it would truly be today. While this year has certainly
not been traditional in the sense, our league has shown
true dedication to adapting during uncertain times and has
shown just what “moving forward together” means.
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Back to the League Social
By: Baylie Churchwell

T

his year, we kicked off the
Junior League of Monroe’s 90th
year of service. To celebrate
this accomplishment, the Activities
Committee planned a FIESTA!

Members came to enjoy live music by
Jordan Sheppard and Mexican food from
Iron Cactus. Due to Covid-19, this event
was an indoor/outdoor event to allow for
social distancing and open air flow. We also
asked that members bring a care closet item
of their choice, and we had an amazing turn
out! Fun was had by all as we celebrated our
new league year!
The Activities committee is now diligently
working to plan our annual Christmas party.
Keep an eye out for information regarding
this upcoming event! We also plan to have
our annual crawfish boil in the spring.
Our social events mean so much to our
members. It is an opportunity for everyone to
catch up and develop personal relationships
with our League sisters. These events bring
us closer together and allow us to have fun
and enjoy our time together before we hit
the ground running this year to help our
community and make a lasting impact on the
people we serve.
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Reception

By Kathy Hart

he autumnal September skies and cooler temperatures
T
provided a perfect backdrop for the Sustainers on Standby
social honoring the new provisionals of the Junior League of

Monroe. Tuesday, September 29 could not have been more
perfect for the annual event at the home of Margaret Lauve.
This popular afternoon gathering gave Sustainers, members,
and provisionals a time to mix and mingle – socially distanced
of course! The food and drinks were exceptional as were
Lana Forte’s gorgeous floral arrangements. With cheerfulness
and thankfulness in the air, every lady had a wonderful time
visiting and meeting our new provisional class.
Upon entering the Lauve’s exquisite and comfortable home,
the guests were amazed at the floral artistry of Lana Forte.
Her oversized stone container was brimming with white
sunflowers, naked sunflowers, Belles of Ireland, and Black
Beauty calla lilies, accented with mini white callas. Providing
natural interest were seeded eucalyptus, lotus pads, eggplant
carnations, black seedless grapes, and willow. This dramatic
centerpiece, placed on a round mirror, was flanked by
hurricanes with floating candles and smaller white pumpkins,
also on round mirrors.
A blue and white permanent flower arrangement, the hostess
gift for Margaret, filled with white sweetheart roses, eggplant
carnations, and black seedless grapes accented the sign in
table.
The pool area and the wonderfully large backyard easily
accommodated all the guests. Refreshments, served centrally
on a draped round table, featured a Waterford vase filled with
white glads. Refreshments included Apache bread, baked brie,
onion tart, and caramelized bacon bites. Captain Rodney’s,
fruit, cold shrimp dip, cheeses, and a vegetable tray were
also served. Not a bite of Frederick West’s delicious pork
tenderloin was left either! Rolls, various condiments, cheese
straws, pecan tassies, toasted pecans, and a dessert tray
completed the menu. The bourbon slush was a hit as well.
A special note of appreciation to the lovely Margaret Lauve
who graciously extended her home and warm personality to
us as we celebrated various generations of women committed
to our Ouachita Parish community. Thank you, Mary Bernard
and Carolyn Perry, and the SOS Board for a lovely afternoon.
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“Spring” Dinner 2020-2021

T

By Lauren Voorhees, President

he Junior League of Monroe, along with the
Spring Dinner committee were especially excited
to host this year’s event! After several attempts
to reschedule, the celebration was definitely worth
the wait! We were excited to honor our outgoing
President, Meghan Sharp, on a job well done for the
2019-2020 League year! Our league theme for the year,
“Growing Through Service” was woven throughout
each meeting and event!
The simplicity of the white orchids placed on the
tables were stunning and coordinated perfectly with
Meghan in her fabulous white dress! There was also a
beautiful, large white arrangement in front of the head
podium assembled by Ashley West. Happiness and
laughter filled the Bayou Desiard Country Club as all
members were so excited to gather and have some
fun! The food served was amazing as always! Meghan’s
daughters were excited to participate in our style
show to support local businesses and were super cute!
The stores included in the style show were Eleven
Twenty Six, Cara’s Boutique, and Blue Line Boutique.
We appreciate these stores partnering with JLM!
We also were able to honor our two award recipients,
Melinda Minniefield and Mary Bernard. Melinda was
chosen by the Board of Directors as the 2019-2020
Volunteer of the year! Mary was also chosen by the
Board as the 2019-2020 Louise Seymour recipient!
Both winners are extremely deserving, and we were
especially excited to award them properly!
The Spring Dinner Committee consisted of Lauren
Voorhees, chairman, Terri Arthur, Mary Francis Siggers,
Jessica Brady, Hannah Salsbury, Melinda Minnifield,
Kathryn Bagley, Melissa Kiper, Cydni Hanks, Ashley West,
and Allison Earl. A huge thank you to the committee
for all of your hard work and flexibility!
Meghan’s family and friends were in attendance to hear
her outgoing speech and summary of the past league
year! Meghan has accomplished some amazing things as
President and is a true example of servant leadership!
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Endowment Grant 2020

Endowment grants are one of my favorite charitable endeavors our League does for our community. This is when WE, the
Junior League of Monroe, have the opportunity to give back to other non-profit organizations in our community. This year
we had 16 applications submitted! After reviewing the applications with the Endowment Board, we narrowed the applications
down to 4 organizations. These 4 organizations presented at our April General Meeting and membership voted. This year we
were able to endow $18,000 to three amazing non-profit organizations.
Children Coalition of Northeast Louisiana		$10,000
Boys and Girls Club of North Louisiana		$ 5,000
Food Bank of Northeast Louisiana		$ 2,500
During these trying times, it is a remarkable honor to be ale to give to these diligent, steadfast non-profit organizations. I would
also like to thank the Junior League of Monroe’s Endowment Board for all of their willingness to serve and understanding
through the process.
Brittany Hayes
Meghan Sharp
Lauren Voorhees
Lisa Miller
Mary Linda McCann
Robert J. McCormick
Todd Burgess
Dorothy Minor
Steve Taylor
John Clausen
Jessica Brady

JLM Financial VP/Endowment Chairman
JLM President
JLM President-Elect
Sustainer/Educator
Sustainer/Regions Bank
Resident/Lakeway Development, Inc.
Resident/Progressive Bank
Sustainer/Nurse Practitioner
Resident/Local Businessman
Investment Banker/Raymond James
Ex-Officio-Secretary/Asst. Financial VP

2020-21 Endowment
Contributions
Donations totaling over $1200
Gretchen Dean
IV Tanguis
Jill Warner
Kyle Gregory
Emily McGee
Teddy Varino
Linda Graves
Barbara Estis
Joyce Priest
Cathy Whipple
Loretta Lemoine

Sylvia Loftin
Sharon Burkett
Felicia Kostelka
Alana Bradley
Paula Stidham
Carolyn Myrick
Sally Oliver
Tomi Tharp
Sara Golson
Colandra Smith
Emily Morris

Diane & Mike Cage, In memory of Carol McDonald
Jewel King, In memory of Rosemary Luffey
MaryAnn Van Veckhoven, In memory of Carol McDonald
Dorothy Hart, In memory of Margaret McInnis
Aimeé Kane, In memory of Carol Ann Deshotels
Ann Hart, In honor of Laverne Bodron
Patti Nelson, In memory of Martha Ryan
Catherine Creed, In honor of Linda Campbell
Christy Flanigen, In memory of
John M. Posey & Margaret Schiro
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2019-2020

of the Year
By: Allison Earl, 2019-2020 Membership VP

A

s the 2019-2020 Membership VP, I had the esteemed
honor of personally presenting the Volunteer of the
Year award. COVID-19 changed our processes in so
many ways but it certainly didn’t stop us from celebrating this
recipient with her award, we just had to update our style of
presentation. In the May zoom meeting, I went to the home of
Melinda Minniefield and without her knowing, stood outside
her door and waited to be able to surprise her with not only
receiving the award but also with the plaque. She was unaware
that Board members had been watching her on the zoom
meeting to verify that she was even at home!
Melinda has always gone above and beyond but even more
so this year in particular. She not only excelled at her difficult
Chair position but also in other areas. Melinda joined the league
in 2015 and since then, she has only been on 2 committees,
Done in a Day and Technology. Since 2017, she’s been chair
of the Technology committee, one of the most challenging
committees in the league. In 2017, she was the Technology
Assistant Chair until becoming lead Chair mid-year. Melinda
stepped up without any complaints or guidance. Since this shift,
she has been the Co-Chair and the Chair. Three years chairing
this incredibly important committee for the league shows her
endurance and love for the league. At some point throughout
the year, every committee in the league needs the technology
committee. Whether it’s for help with digital cheetah, the
yearbook or just questions in general, she’s always there to
help. Melinda takes her work seriously. Each and every time
I’ve ever personally needed Melinda’s help, she’s gotten back
with me immediately and assisted me with what I’ve needed.
This year she has not only taken care of her technology
committee but she has participated with other committees
also. She participated with the Hope Street ministry, which is a
community service outreach project and the Cinderella Project.
Most recently, she is a member of the Coronavirus Emergency
Communication Committee. This was a special committee,
formed to help get our information to the community and
members, quickly and accurately.
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When you think of an active member in our league, Melinda
is at the top of the list. She has given so much of herself
and time to the league and it is much appreciated. She is
so awesome that she is currently serving her first year on
the JLM Board of Directors for the 2020-2021 year in the
position of Planning & Research VP.
Although she has had many months to showcase her award
to friends and family, she will be properly presented her
award at the make-up “Spring Dinner” as soon as we are able
to host it!
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Louise Seymour
Community

Impact Award

T

he Louise Seymour Community Impact Award is given each year
at the Junior League of Monroe’s Annual Homecoming Meeting.
Just as Louise Seymour, the League’s first President, the winner of
this award must exemplify the purpose of the JLM by devoting her life to
community service with an unselfish dedication that is inspirational to us all.
The 2019-2020 recipient of the Louise Seymour Community Impact Award
is Mary Catherine Bernard. The previous recipient of the award, Beverly
Jarrell, presented the award to Mary at this year’s Annual Homecoming
Meeting.
“I cannot think of anyone for whom the JLM means more or whose life
demonstrates a commitment to volunteerism and service to others. She
has spent her professional career and personal time giving back to her
community exhibiting an undeniable commitment to volunteerism.” Ashley
West, JLM Past President and Sustainer
Throughout her 48 years of service in education, Mary has gone above
and beyond in her professional calling. An alumnus of Northeast Louisiana
University, Mary holds a Master’s Degree plus 30 graduate hours. She began
her career as an educator in 1973 at Logtown School. In 1984 Mary joined
the faculty of West Monroe Junior High where she taught until she moved
to West Monroe High School in 2001. She retired from the classroom in
2015 after 42 years of service. Mary has also taught various English classes
at Louisiana Delta Community College.
As an educator, Mary was awarded the National League of Junior Cotillions
“Best Mannered Teacher Award” (1997), Teacher of the Year West Monroe
Junior High (1998) and was a West Monroe High School Student Council
Teacher of the Month. During the first decade of her career she worked
extensively in the Migrant Program at Logtown School. She has been a
Title I summer school teacher, an Adult Education teacher helping those
working to earn their GED, and a LEAP Math Remediation teacher. She has
tutored too many students to count. She has been a member of various
committees to develop English curriculum and adopt textbooks. She
has served as yearbook sponsor,
Student Council sponsor, and was
founder and sponsor of the West
Monroe Junior High National
Honor Society. Her exemplary
professional career is a testimony
of her unselfish dedication to her
community and its most important
asset—its children and future
leadership.
“Her greatest gift of service has
been her role in education. Mary’s
passion for education almost
outshines her servant’s heart. I say
“almost” because every educational
endeavor Mary has pursued she
has gone above and beyond what
was required. Her students are
not just taught, they are loved.”
Shannon Pittard, JLM Sustainer

Mary’s commitment to service beyond the classroom is evidenced through
her various philanthropic and social affiliations.
“Many times lifetime educators--those that are good ones-- leave it all in
the classroom.They serve others everyday through their care and educating
our most precious commodity, and in doing so with their bodies and souls,
there’s just nothing left at the end of the day. In many cases they simply have
no energy to go to a meeting or serve on a committee, yet Mary always
found the energy.” Mandy Green, JLM Sustainer.
A member of the Alpha Rho Chapter of Phi Mu, she served her sorority
as President, as a national officer, and as Chapter Advisor. Mary was a
member of the NLU College of Education Advisory Board, and she spent
countless years with the Miss Louisiana Organization where she served as
a pageant hostess. Of course, she was an active member of the JLM for
over a decade!
“As a child I spent hours of time with Mary while she worked at
Bloomingdeals, the JLM thrift shop, and at the league house on various
projects. Mary shared her love of the league with me at an early age, and
she supported me every step of my provisional and active journey.” Ashley
West, JLM Past President and Sustainer
Mary continues to dedicate her time and talents in service to others. She
continues to make an impact in the field of education as an 11th and 12th
grade study skills tutor for students with disabilities at West Monroe High
School. In addition, she serves as the Administrator of the Tom Scott, Jr.
Scholarship Foundation, and in 2018, became a Certified Career Direct
consultant who specializes in helping others decide their career path.
She currently serves on the West Monroe Alumni and Friends Board
of Directors where she in an integral part of membership drives and
fundraising efforts. As Co-Chairman for the JLM Sustainers on Standby
(SOS), Mary has made it the mission of the SOS to connect with active and
inactive sustainers. Our sustaining members have been re-engaged with
the league through new volunteer opportunities with active membership as
well as sustainer monthly social gatherings. Mary is a dedicated member of
Chapter BB of P.E.O., a philanthropic organization where women celebrate
the advancement of women; educate women through scholarships,
grants, awards, and loans; and motivate women to achieve their highest
aspirations. From the Fall auction to the Founder’s Day celebration, Mary
gives unselfishly to this incredible organization. She is an active member of
The View Sunday School Class and her church, First Methodist Church of
Monroe, and a member of the Monroe Garden Club.
“To say that I am overwhelmed is an understatement. I am overwhelmed
when I think of the caliber of previous recipients whom I have admired so
much because I am not sure I’m near their level. Now I’m motivated to
be an even better sustainer.” Mary C. Bernard, 2019-2020 Louise Seymour
Award Recipient

25

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2020

Cotton Country R ecipes
With the fall weather and holidays quickly approaching, both of these dishes are excellent crowd pleasers for
socially distanced gatherings, or for a “stick to your ribs” meal for your family. ~Bon Appetit~

Charlie’s Hunters’ Stew, Cotton Country Collection, Page 78
Original recipe by Charles Womack | Photography and Submitter’s tips by Tara Ambrose

Ingredients:
6 slices bacon, thick sliced
3 lbs boneless beef stew meat
3–1 lb cans tomatoes
1 can Rotel hot tomatoes
3 ribs celery, sliced
6 medium onions, chopped
6 cloves garlic, minced
4 ounces Worcestershire sauce
2 tablespoons chili powder

2 cups water
Salt to taste
8 small potatoes
1 lb carrots, cut in 1½ inch pieces
1-1lb can English peas
1-1lb can cut green beans
1-1lb can whole kernel corn
1 lb cut okra – optional

Directions:
Using large iron pot, fry bacon until crisp. Remove bacon, add
meat, cut in 1 ½ inch pieces and brown quickly in very hot
fat. Reduce heat, add tomatoes, onions, garlic, celery, 2 cups
water, chili powder, Worcestershire sauce and salt to taste.
Cover and cook over very low heat until meat is tender, about
two hours. Add potatoes and carrots; cook until done. Add
peas, beans, corn and okra. Cook about 10 minutes more. All
cooking should be done with lid on the iron pot. Served with
hot buttered French bread and assorted pickles, this will serve
about 8 hungry men.
**Submitter’s helpful tips: Instead of frying the bacon, use a 16 ounce package
of real bacon pieces (which are generally located in the salad dressing isle of
your local grocer), substitute chicken or beef stock for the 2 cups of water,
and use an Instapot on the “pressure cook” setting for stew for the stew
meat, carrots, and potatoes prior to adding into a regular pot with additional
ingredients. Using the Instapot will cut your cook time tremendously, and
provide “fork tender” results for this dish. Serve with cornbread, as opposed
to French bread, for a “southern flare.”**

Ham Salad for Finger Sandwiches, Cotton Country Collection, Page 125
Original receipt by Mrs. Don Irby | Photography and Submitter’s tips by Tara Ambrose

Ingredients:
1 cup ground cooked ham
4 T finely minced bell pepper
2 t prepared mustard
4 T mayonnaise

2 T finely minced green onions
2 T Worcestershire sauce
Salt & Pepper to taste

Directions:
Mix all ingredients and chill. Bring to room temperature before
spreading on buttered bread. (Yields approximately 25 finger
sandwiches)
** Submitters helpful tips: Instead of regular prepared mustard, opt to swap out for
a Dijon mustard or a “hot mustard” (such as an Asian mustard), and make certain
to use a high quality mayonnaise, such as Duke’s. To save time, purchase a package
of already diced ham, which can be easily located in your favorite grocery store’s
deli meat section. Be certain to “taste” prior to adding any additional salt, as ham
generally contains a fair amount of salt.**
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What are the
Board Members

READING?
Do you need some good book recommendations?? The Board of Directors have you covered! Try out
some of these books next time you need a good read!

The Last Bathing Beauty

The Woman in Cabin 10

by Amy Sue Nathan

by Ruth Ware

A former beauty queen faces the secrets
of her past—for herself and the sake of
her family’s future—in a heartfelt novel
about fate, choices, and second chances.

An instant New York Times bestseller,
The Woman in Cabin 10 is a gripping
psychological thriller set at sea from an
essential mystery writer in the tradition of
Agatha Christie.

The Reckoning

The Good Girl

by John Grisham

by Mary Kubica

A murder mystery, a courtroom drama,
a family saga…The Reckoning is Grisham’s
argument that he’s not just a boilerplate
thriller writer. Most jurors will think the
counselor has made his case.

“A twisty, roller coaster ride of a debut.
Fans of Gone Girl will embrace this equally
evocative tale.”

My Own Words

The Shadows

by Ruth Bader Ginsburg

by Alex North

The New York Times bestselling book
from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg—“a comprehensive look inside
her brilliantly analytical, entertainingly wry
mind, revealing the fascinating life of one
of our generation’s most influential voices
in both law and public opinion”

This is absorbing, headlong reading, a play
on classic horror with an inventiveness of its
own... As with all the best illusions, you are
left feeling not tricked, but full of wonder.
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Checking In With TLC
By: Jenni Hastings

With the unpredictable nature of 2020, most of this year’s
partnership with Barkdull Faulk Elementary has been
classified as ‘to be determined’ until recently. We have been
able to meet with staff twice to determine how we can
most effectively support and enhance the students’ 202021 school year. We have all agreed that our first priority is
to implement an outdoor learning space. We firmly believe
that this will be utilized in a number of ways, from changing
up the monotony of static indoor classroom settings to
being used as a reward for students and teachers when the
weather is nice. Our plan is starting to pick up momentum,
as we’ve decided on the tables to order to get this outdoor
space set up for as much of the school year as possible. We
plan to provide an awning or cover to use with the tree
cover they already have, as well as a chalk or whiteboard on
easel that staff can easily set up. We are so excited to get this
plan underway and proud to leave this as a Junior League of
Monroe legacy on their campus.

TLC will continue our support with their Nine Weeks
Rewards Program. Since fieldtrips aren’t an option right
now, we plan to create goodie bags at two levels, one for
the Straight A Principal’s List and one for the A/B Honor
Roll and A Conduct. These will be dropped off on campus
and distributed in the classrooms. Our committee members
currently coming up with unique and budget-friendly ideas,
as we know most of our resources will go to the outdoor
space. We are also planning to supplement their Cub Buck
Store as needed. This is the program they use to reward
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positive behavior. We had another year of wonderful results
from our Adopt a Student Campaign. Our committee was
able to get these letters out in August. We can’t thank
our members enough for their very generous donations!
Another project we’ve successfully completed was providing
a smaller version of a hygiene closet we’ve seen the Care
Closet Committee be so successful at implementing. We
also want to thank them for working with us and sharing
some of their donated supplies. The principal and staff were
so pleased when we delivered these items! With so many
questions and changing circumstances around the return to
school this year, we are happy to be moving forward and
feel confident that we will have another successful year at
Barkdull Faulk.

Education and Training
By: Haley Holley

The Education & Training Committee is small but mighty
and comprises Ashley Ambrew, Allison Davis, Beth Gregorie,
Haley Holley, and Dani Walker. They have been busy this
fall developing personal and professional development
initiatives for League members. The Education & Training
Committee first asked members to complete a brief survey
indicating topics they were most interested in having training
opportunities. The results from the survey concluded the
following focus areas: 1) leadership, coaching, and mentoring,
2) growth mindset, 3) mental health, 4) collaboration and
partnership. The first JLM University event will be Tuesday,
October 20th at the League house focusing on suicide
awareness and mental health. Guest speakers, Jan Daniels
with the Children’s Coalition and JLM active Sylver Malta
with Ascent, will lead the training while members learn
about suicide warning signs and next steps to take to
help others. The second JLM University event will be held
in the Spring. The structure will be new, refreshing, and
engaging; think ULM’s Women’s Symposium merged with
a miniature, local ODI. This will be a one-day event where
professional women guest speakers from our community,
some of which are active and/or Sustainers, discuss topics
such as leadership, coaching, mentoring, collaboration, and
partnership and share their expertise. Lastly, the Education
& Training Committee is sponsoring an on-going book
study on The Beauty Underneath the Struggle by Niki Spears.
Through this book study, members will meet three times to
debrief and discuss their own “productive struggle” as they
actively write their “struggle bus story” which will lead them
down a path of self-enlightenment and ability to view their
struggles in a new way. The goal of the Education & Training
Committee is to be as responsive to members’ wants and
needs as possible. We have enjoyed creating these events for
everyone, and we can’t wait to see all the growth personally
and as a League because of them!

c h a r l o n s fa l l 2020

What’s
on the
Menu?
Housing and
Arrangements

By: Lindsey Ingram

Our committee is excited to serve the League this year.
During this time of Covid-19 we face different challenges and
are ready to move forward! To be safe we will offer individual
meal portions and have each committee serve to prevent the
spread of germs.

We have been working alongside our president, Lauren
Voorhees to prepare our menu. We plan on serving the
ladies of the Junior League warm meals at all of our meetings.
Serving the League is a group effort and by working together
we are successful.

Education Task Force
By: Allison Keyes

Each year, our League’s Education Task Force Committee
awards mini-grants to area teachers in the amount of
$500 per grant. We are excited to announce that this
year we received 42 mini-grant applications. Teachers
have been working tirelessly to educate our students
while following safety guidelines from the Louisiana
Department of Education. The task has been a challenge,
so we are even more excited to award our mini-grants
to these deserving educators. Grant winners will be
announced by October 26, and reception to celebrate
our recipients will take place on the evening of Thursday,
November 19.
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This year, the Fund Development Committee has decided
to focus solely on Spring Market. The League has had many
challenges since the official shut down in March. Primarily,
canceling the 2020 Spring Market. This month, the committee
has been reaching out to new potential sponsors, merchants,
and other local supporters. This committee is dedicated in

making sure that Spring Market is successful and reaches their
highest potential possible. Spring Market helps fund multiple
organizations within the League, community, and surrounding
areas. Fund Development VP Lisa Hammett states, “Our goal
is to prepare and embrace the challenges that 2020 has
brought”.

Ladies,
As you all know, Spring Market will be our only fundraiser
this year as it makes the biggest contribution to supporting
what we do in our community for women and children at
risk. We are super excited to begin the preparation for this
upcoming Spring Market event to be held March 19th-21st in
2021! Last year, the Board of Directors and Spring Market
Committee handled the sudden pandemic with grace and
sophistication and provided an alternative for shopping
with a virtual marketplace. Thank you to all who were
involved in the preparation and planning for last year’s
event. The raffle for the Louis Vuitton set was a huge hit last
year; therefore, we have decided that we will have another
raffle this year with different pieces. We cannot wait until
we are able to have the big reveal of the new pieces! As we
go forward with preparations for this upcoming Spring
Market, let us all remember our Junior League Mission
Statement and continue to work hard for our community.
Thank you all for your hard work and dedication!
Sydney Finch
Spring Market Chair
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Service Outreach
By: Jenny Baker

How to Wear a
Mask Correctly

The community service outreach committee is so excited about all the
upcoming projects this year! One new organization that we are collaborating
with is the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home. We are collecting brand-new
pillows for the children from September 1st to December 31st. October is
domestic violence awareness month. To bring awareness, the League will kick
off the second year of “Little Black Dress Initiative.” Members are asked to
wear a black “dress” from October 19th to October 23rd. In November, we
will help serve food to the homeless with Hope Street Ministries “Church
Without Walls.” We plan on spreading the holiday cheer and ringing bells for
the Salvation Army in December. Stay tuned for more community projects as
we “move forward together!”

✔

✖
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY:
OUACHITA
COUNCIL
O N AG I N G
By: Mary Francis Siggers

H

urricane Laura caused tremendous
damage and impact across the Texas/
Louisiana border and left much of our
community without power for days. The Council
on Aging expressed concern for many seniors
that were without power and asked if we could
provide water and fans. JLM assembled volunteers
and we were happy to lend a helping hand.We had
volunteers eager to help load up over 50 cases of
water and fans from Home Depot then unloaded
at The Council on Aging for distribution to local
seniors in need. They were very appreciative of
our efforts on such short notice. Special thanks
to the 30+ volunteers that day!
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JLM Volunteers at Kiroli Park
Love Local in the Park
By: Kelsey Bohl

T

he COVID-19 pandemic put a halt on many volunteer activities the League
had planned for the 2020-2021 year. However, since Louisiana has moved
into Phase 3, opportunities to serve the community have grown.

On Saturday, October 3, the Junior League of Monroe volunteered at Kiroli Park
and assisted with the Love Local in the Park event. Love Local in the Park was
a family-friendly music festival hosted by the City of West Monroe. The event
featured local musicians, food trucks, and artists.
League members volunteered from 8am to 4pm. We helped Kiroli Park staff with
set up and were available throughout the event for anything that was needed.
The weather was amazing, and JLM members were eager to volunteer. After
volunteering, JLM members got to spend some quality time together listening to
music and trying out all of the amazing food available at the festival.
Love Local in the Park featured performances by Josh Love Trio, DBK Dance,
Strauss Youth Academy, and more.

Patience Talley, Lauren Voorhees, Cydni Hanks

After not being able to be out in the
“
community helping due to COVID-19, it
was so great to serve again,” stated Kelsey
Bohl, Community VP, “Our members were
extremely excited to get back to work
and kick off a great League year with this
volunteer opportunity.

”

Lauren Voorhees, Diane Tabulog, Patience Talley,
Kathryn Bagley

Left to Right: Demetri Charleston, LeWanda Elliott, Jessica Hale, Nadine Fares,
Mandy Boling, Lauren Perry

Kelsey Bohl, Lydia Bohl, Klein Hanks, Cydni Hanks,
Clare Voorhees, Lauren Voorhees
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New League Placement
Matching Tool
By: Brittany Hayes

During the coming 2021 placement season, you will experience
a new way of making your annual placement commitment to our
League. You will determine what time you can realistically give for
the year, and share information about your skills and competencies –
identifying which you want to share with the League, and which you
want to develop more. You’ll communicate all of this to our League
through a new Placement Matching Tool. The platform, in turn, will
suggest recommended placements for you based on the information
you provided.
This approach will help us create more meaningful opportunities for
each of you. Our League will be able to provide experiences that not
only match the time you have to give, but that allow you to grow or
give back the skills and competencies that you indicated through the
process.
We look forward to revealing the new Placement Matching Tool in
the upcoming months!
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How to Make Face Mask with a Bandana and Hair Ties
One of the simplest and quickest ways to make a no-sew face mask is with a bandana (handkerchief or
large cloth napkin) and two hair ties. If you have those materials at home, you can make a simple cloth
face-covering in about a minute. Remember to wash the bandana after each use, or if it becomes moist
during use.

1.

2.

First, lay the
handkerchief, bandana,
or piece of fabric flat.
Fold the top and bottom
inward to meet in the
middle. Then, fold the
bandana in half again.
There will be four layers
of fabric.

Next, use two hair ties
to create ear loops. Slip
one hair tie over each of
the ends. Slide the hair
ties a few inches toward
the middle of the folded
bandana.

3.

Then, fold the ends of
the bandana in to meet
in the middle. You want
the ends to overlap
slightly, so you can tuck
one end into the other.
This will help keep the
ends secure.

How to Make a Mask
from a Woven Shirt
Another way to make a no-sew mask is with the
sleeve cut from a (too-big, no longer worn) dress
shirt. For this mask, I used a button-up dress
shirt made from a very tightly woven broadcloth
fabric. I cut a section from the sleeve that
measured approximately 8″ by 9″.

1.

Fold each of
the cut edges in
toward the middle,
about 3/4″, and
press with an iron.
If you have fabric
glue, you can use a small amount to secure these
folds.

4.
Wear the mask with the
smooth side out and the
ends against your face.
If the mask feels too
tight around your ears,
then you can adjust the
position of the hair ties
to make it wider.

2.

Then, add fabric
strips, bias
binding, or other
straps. Place
them through the
opening, and tie
them behind the head and neck to wear the mask.
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November
Sunday, 1st

Evil Visions Haunted House; 501 DeSiard St.; Monroe; 7:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Antique Alley Open House; 100-400 blocks of Trenton Street; West
Monroe; 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Monday, 2nd

Thursday, 19th

Paint & Sip; The Hub Music Hall, 201 Washington St., Monroe; 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, 21st

Super Saturday; Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana; 117 Hall St.,
Monroe; 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Christmas Market; Monroe Civic Center; 401 Lea Joyner Memorial
Expressway; Monroe; 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ouachita Youth Summit; ULM Student Union Building, Mitchell Street,
Monroe; 11/2 - 11/6; all day; FREE

December

Friday, 6th

Thursday, 3rd

Evil Visions Haunted House; 501 DeSiard St.; Monroe; 7:00 p.m. 12:00 a.m.
ULM Volleyball vs. Little Rock; ULM Fant-Ewing Coliseum, 4099 Northeast
Dr., Monroe; 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, 7th

Evil Visions Haunted House; 501 DeSiard St.; Monroe; 7:00 p.m. 12:00 a.m.
ULM Volleyball vs. Little Rock; ULM Fant-Ewing Coliseum, 4099 Northeast
Dr., Monroe; 1:00 p.m.
Louisiana Food & Music Festival featuring Craft Beverage Walk;
RiverMarket; 316 South Grand, Monroe; 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

A Christmas Carol, Strauss Theatre Center, 1300 Lamy Lane, Monroe;
12/3-12/8

Saturday, 5th

Bawcomville Redneck Christmas Parade; S&J Farm & Feed, 1505 Thomas
Road, West Monroe; 10:00 a.m.
Kiwanis Christmas in Paradise Parade; Downtown Monroe and West
Monroe, DeSiard and Trenton Streets; 3:30 p.m.
Christmas Fireworks; Downtown Monroe and West Monroe; DeSiard and
Trenton Streets; beginning at dark

Thursday, 10th

Celebrity Lip Sync Battle of NELA; Monroe Civic Center, 401 Lea Joyner
Memorial Expressway, Monroe; 7:00 p.m.; Cost $25

Children’s Funday at the Biedenharn; Biedenharn Museum and Gardens,
2006 Riverside Dr., Monroe; 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; Cost $5 per child
(must be accompanied by adult; adult admission free)

Saturday, 12th

Little Miss and Mister Monroe Pageant; RiverMarket, 316 South Grand,
Monroe; 2:30 - 4:00 p.m.; $50 registration fee; 318-807-1735

Christmas in DoMo Parade; RiverMarket, 316 South Grand, Monroe;
10:30 a.m.

Landry Vineyard Concert - LIsa Spann & Company; 5699 New
Natchitoches Rd., West Monroe; 4:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Friday, 18th

Ainsley’s Angels 5th Annual Rollin’ on the river; Ike Hamilton Expo Center
Arena, 501 Mane St., West Monroe; 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.; Cost $30

Sunday, 8th

Twin City Marathon; Ike Hamilton Expo Center Arena, 501 Mane St., West
Monroe

Wednesday, 11th

Louisiana’s Fist Viking Feast; 2Dudes Brew & Que; 436 DeSiard St.,
Monroe; 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Cost $100

Christmas in DoMo; RiverMarket, 316 South Grand, Monroe; 10:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m.

Louisiana State Games Basketball; ULM Activity Center, 100 Warhawk
Way, Monroe

Saturday, 19th

Louisiana State Games Basketball; ULM Activity Center, 100 Warhawk
Way, Monroe

Thursday, 31st

LQHA Sugar Bowl Classic; Ike Hamilton Expo Center Arena, 501 Mane
Street, West Monroe; 12/31/20 - 1/3/21

January

Thursday, 12th

Friday, 1st

Friday, 13th

LQHA Sugar Bowl Classic; Ike Hamilton Expo Center Arena, 501 Mane
Street, West Monroe; 1/1 - 1/3/21

Tuna Does Vegas; Strauss Little Theatre production at Kiroli Park; 820
Kiroli Road, West Monroe
Tuna Does Vegas; Strauss Little Theatre production at Kiroli Park; 820
Kiroli Road, West Monroe
Candy Cane Lane Christmas Lights; 170 Hwy 151 North, Calhoun; 6:0010:00 p.m. nightly; 11/13/20 - 1/2/21; $20 per vehicle, cash only

Saturday, 14th

Delta Veteran’s Expo & Celebration 2020; West Monroe Convention Center;
901 Ridge Ave., West Monroe; 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Brontë Fall and Cal Presley Live at Miro’s; 201 Walnut St., Monroe; 6:30
p.m.
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