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Each of these ladies truly illustrates the 
spirit of volunteerism while having the 
fire to lead and the knowledge of JLM 
that will continue to support and improve 
our community.  We look forward to the 
upcoming year and wish them luck in their 
positions.

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as the 88th President of the 
Junior League of Monroe. I am truly humbled that you have entrusted 
me the leadership of such a prestigious organization, and it is a 
responsibility I take very seriously. I promise my best to each of you 
in the upcoming year as we work alongside one another to further 
the mission of our League.

Since its founding in 1930, the Junior League of Monroe has been 
at the forefront of serving the needs of our community through 
volunteerism.   Our accomplishments over the last 8 decades are a 
strong testament to the determination and perseverance of the ladies 
who have served before us and who serve beside us now. Our 
impact is measured not only by the thousands of volunteer hours we 
have worked and the dollars we have raised, but in the number of 
lives we have changed through our steadfast commitment to improve 
our community through the effective action of trained volunteers.

Always leading the charge, in 1986, the League partnered with the 
United Way of Northeast Louisiana to conduct our first Community 
Needs Gap Study. By 1994, armed with knowledge from that 
study and from years of strategic planning, the League officially 
focused its attention on “Women and Children at Risk.” Since the 
early 90’s our community outreach program outcomes have been 
evaluated according to this area of focus.

In the upcoming year, we will celebrate our past. We will study 
our rich history decade by decade and we will reconnect to our 
legacy. We will look to our sustaining members for guidance 
and support. Through our past we will find inspiration to move 
the League forward through an aggressive strategic plan. We 
will conduct a new community needs gap assessment and re-
evaluate our community impact issue, “Women and Children at 
Risk,” as well as the efficacy of our current community outreach 
programs. Research and planning will lead the charge as we 
search for new fundraising opportunities ensuring the financial 
stability of the League in the years to come. We will reengage and 
recommit to our mission.

It is an exciting time to be a 
member of the Junior League 
of Monroe. I look forward to 
Celebrating our Past and Focusing 
on our Future…

Your 2016-2017 President,
Ashley K. West

focusing
Our Past

Our Futurece
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Our VisiOn  Through the power of 
our association, Junior Leagues strengthen 
communities by embracing diverse perspectives, 
building partnerships, and inspiring solutions.

Our MissiOn  The Junior League of 
Monroe is an organization of women committed 
to promoting volunteerism, developing the 
potential of women, and improving communities 
through the effective action and leadership of 
trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable. 

Our PurPOse  We reach out to women 
of all races, religions, and national origins who 
demonstrate an interest in and a commitment to 
volunteerism. 

Our  HistOry  Since 1930, members 
of the Junior League of Monroe have devoted 
countless volunteer hours to meet the needs of 
the people and organizations of our community. 
Community leaders have always looked to the 
JLM for leadership in starting new community 
programs. As a result, the JLM has often been 
the catalyst that turned an idea into a success 
that benefitted many in our area. Here are a 
few examples of programs that we have started 
in recent years: Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA), Teen Screen, Shots for Tots, 
Teen Court, Operation Abstinence, and Project 
Child.

Red Cross • Salvation Army • YWCA • YMCA • Camp Fire Girls • March of Dimes • Crippled 
Children’s Clinic • Masur Museum • Louisiana Training Institute • Open Door Home • Easter 
Seals • Med-Camps • Suzuki Forum • Ronald McDonald House • Go Care • United Way • Our 
House • Girl Scouts • Christian Community Ministries • New Horizon’s Boy Scout Camp • Tri-
District Boys’ Club • Twin City Ballet • Strauss Theatre • Monroe Symphony • Northeast Louisiana 
Children’s Museum • Susan G. Komen Foundation • Women’s Wellness Coalition • West Monroe 
Community Center • Monroe Housing Authority • Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana • 
City of Monroe Beautification Board • Extra Mile • Friends of ULM Library • Friends of Monroe 
Civic Center • Little Theatre’s Young Troupe • Louisiana Folk Life Festival • Monroe Chamber of 
Commerce • Ouachita Valley Historic Preservation Society • Partners in Education • West Monroe/
West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce • Habitat for Humanity •  The Center for Women & Children

partnering for a better community

Association Prayer
We pray that we will never be so blind
that our small world is all we ever see.

Or so supremely satisfied
that what we are is all we ever hope to be.
Grant us the joy of filling someone’s need.

Make us gracious followers,
make gracious those who lead.

And more than all we pray,
that through the years, we will remember

there are always new frontiers.
Amen.

Junior League 
of Monroe
Community 

Projects
Education Task Force

Families Can’t Wait
Tools and Literacy for 

Children (TLC)
Done-in-a-Day

about JLM

The Association of Junior Leagues International Inc. (AJLI) 
is an organization of women committed to promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and 
improving communities through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively 
educational and charitable.
VOLUNTARISM.  What a powerful concept! I was 
challenged recently to really consider what this notion 
of voluntarism is, what it means to the Junior League, 
and how it powerfully connects each of us and all we 
do. Anne Tishkoff of AJLI contrasted Voluntarism with 
Volunteerism in 2012 by explaining “Voluntarism refers 
to the concept of a civic sector, distinct from the private 
or government sectors, that is supported by individuals 
and institutions who provide services in the form of 
leadership or labor without monetary compensation” 
and “in choosing to use the word voluntarism instead 
of volunteerism in The Junior League Mission, The Junior 
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  Leagues were intending to convey their 

belief in a strong voluntary sector that 
encompasses volunteering but is much 
broader than that.” Finally Anne said, 
“When the Junior League began it was 
to equip its members to participate in 
the ‘civic’ life of their communities and 
through their expert volunteer service 
to support the multitude of “voluntary” 
organizations providing services in 
the community…..it was through JL 
volunteering that communities would 
enjoy a vibrant voluntary sector.”  
Jenny Pankey helped each of us find 
a way to make a difference this year 
and as I look over this issue and reflect 
on the year, what a difference we 
made! Through our VOLUNTARISM 
we collectively achieved so much this 
year. We donated countless hours 
to so many worthy organizations.  
We impacted the lives of so many 
people…babies, mothers, students, 
teachers…And if we were successful, 
we too as members were impacted. 
I can say with confidence that my 
committee developed me as an 
individual and a leader, and isn’t that 
what the Junior League and Voluntarism 
is really about? Not only are we here 
to provide volunteers and funds for 
other organizations, but we are here 
to develop women as volunteers and 
leaders.  This is what is uniquely Junior 
League, the growth we all experience 

through our membership. We change 
the future not only by looking outwards 
and reaching into the community, 
but even more so I think by looking 
inwards and developing individually. 
I have grown in so many ways and I 
hope you have too.  
It really is quite overwhelming when 
you take a step back and reflect on 
this year, on all 85 years Junior League 
of Monroe has been impacting our 
community and on the more than 100 
years Junior Leagues have been serving 
communities worldwide. As we close 
this year out and I finalize my last issue 
of Charlons I am so grateful for this 
year and for what I have learned. I am 
appreciative of the opportunities I have 
had and the lessons I have learned. I 
am thankful for the women I have met 
and worked alongside. I am looking 
forward to the future and excited about 
the upcoming year and Ashley West’s 
leadership. I know it will be both an 
exciting and productive year as we 
“Celebrate our Past, and Focus on our 
Future.”  
Looking forward to sharing a new year 
and achieving so much with you all,
Joann Powell

®
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a Message 
   from the Outgoing President       

It is truly bittersweet as I approach my 
last days as the 85th President of the 
Junior League of Monroe.  When you 
come to the end of any experience 
there is always a mixture of emotions- 
relief that responsibilities are coming 
to an end, sadness that what you’ve 
put so much time & effort in will no 
longer be a part of your daily routine 
but also excitement in taking what 

has been learned and applying it to what is to come. Over these 
past 7 years I have gained a tremendous amount of knowledge 
about myself, this organization, our members and what we stand 
for.

Being asked to serve as President has been one of the most 
rewarding yet daunting tasks that I have ever had the pleasure of 
taking on.  It made me want to learn more about our organization, 
get to know our members and their stories, engage in our activities 
and our community we serve. Without this organization, all the 
volunteers, board members, committee chairs, sustainers, past 
Presidents (which I have leaned on for advice) and our very own 
super woman Mrs. Terri Arthur, I would not have met some of the 
most talented, driven individuals.

It is amazing what a group of women can accomplish in 85 
years.  The challenge for us today as an organization of women 
is to make our experience visible and available to those who 
want and should take part in continuing the legacy to help 
our community. I believe that our core values of training and 
developing the potential of women are as relevant now as they 
were in 1930 when our league started.

Everyone knows that we are a major component in Ouachita 
Parish. As an organization we have given over 1 million dollars 
to our community. We have given $250,000 in teacher mini 
grants in 25 years. We have given over 800 pack-n-play & 
car seats to those in need in our 3 local hospitals over the past 
several years. We are a 450 member strong organization with 
everyone contributing to “Be the Difference”. We have made 
some great accomplishments this year and I would like to share 
some of our highlights.

•	 Within our Membership Council, we started the League 
year off with an updated Board room, which so many 
members past and present benefit from.  Thanks to the 
House & Arrangements committee who joined forces 
with this project and planned our meals for each 
meeting so that every lady would be cognizant of what 
to expect when it was their turn to host. The Provisional 

committee guided 26 new actives thru training and 
teaching valuable leadership skills that they will use 
throughout their many years of service. Our Activities 
committee hosted several events, Family Day at ULM, 
PJ’s with Santa and our 2nd annual Mardi Gras Ball.  
The Admissions committee proposed new admission 
requirements and helped welcome 28 new members at 
our annual provisional reception. Education & Training 
were instrumental in coordinating speakers and projects 
for each general meeting that corresponded with each 
month’s theme. Nominating & Placement committee 
sponsored a placement fair in the spring where many 
ladies received information about our 17 outstanding 
committees.

•	  Within our Communications Council, the JLM Technology 
committee utilized our website, social media, weekly 
Technology Tuesday emails and our very own app – 
Seeing Spot, which serves as an informational tool 
for membership. Marketing & PR provided us with an 
updated brochure to use for future marketing purposes 
and started a social media campaign to reach a 
broader audience. Thank you to the Charlons committee 
who worked tirelessly on 3 fully colored publications this 
year.  I think it’s been the best yet!

•	 Our Community Council VP Melissa Kiper stayed 
connected with all ongoing projects with her committees 
this year. She was also the heart and soul behind our “I 
am JLM” video.  Under her leadership, the Education Task 
Force committee distributed over $13,000 in mini grants 
to area teachers for projects exemplifying learning in 
their classrooms. This committee also partnered with The 
Learning Tech and hosted ACT workshops at Wossman 
& Carroll High Schools. Tools and Literacy for Children 
(TLC) provided more backpacks and uniforms for students 
at Lenwil Elementary than in previous years.  This was 
all sponsored by in kind donations from members and 
sustainers. Our opportunity to serve 18 local nonprofits 
with our Done in a Day committee (DIAD), totaled over 
700 volunteer hours alone this year. Families Can’t Wait 
made visits to new moms and partnered with Family 
Promise to deliver Good Night Moon books, onesies 
and pack-n-plays to those families in need.

•	 Research and Development created an infographic that 
will be used to promote league statistics at any future 
JLM presentations. Our Advisory Planning chair worked 
hard to update our policies and bylaws.  These changes 
will go into effect in 2016. 
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•	 Under the Fund Development Council, JLM has a 
fully funded Endowment which awarded 3 grants 
this year.  Those nonprofits that benefited were: Two 
Penny Missions, West Monroe Civitan Club/Shane’s 
Inspiration and Camp Quality USA all receiving $5000 
each. Cotton Bayou Publications reached several 
new vendors and even displayed a booth at AJLI’s 
Fall Conference in New Orleans.  Fund Development 
made tremendous head way with new & previous 
sponsorships which totaled over $38,000 this year. 
Our talented Spring Market 2015 committee had a 
huge undertaking the week before our event was to 
take place.  With the effects of the Flood still stinging 
the surrounding areas, we decided as a whole to push 
forward to give our community something positive to 
look forward to.  I will say that with great pleasure we 
had an exceptional year, grossing almost 100,000 
with benefits from our successful HGTV Home Makeover 
raffle thru Sleepy Hollow Furniture. It takes a team to 
pull something of this nature off and we could not have 
done it without the help of all our volunteers, Sustainers 
and the Spring Market committee. What a tremendous 
outreach we will serve.        

What is really exciting is that we are thinking far more 
ambitiously about what we can achieve.  We are researching 
new fundraisers, policies, trainings and have restructured our 
board & general meetings in hopes to improve the experience 
of our members. The fact of the matter is that JLM members know 
how to get things done.

It has been a ton of fun to be around where so many ideas have 
been conceived and I’m looking forward to rolling up my sleeves 
with the rest of you to see them thru.  If you’re asked to complete 
a leadership role or any task in JLM, take it.  The journey is worth 
it! If you work hard, dream big and believe in yourself you can 
accomplish anything!

All my best,
Jenny Pankey
President 2015

#JLMProud  #BetheDifference

Dr. Jody Moss, O.D.

2209 Forsythe Ave. • Monroe, LA 71201
318-387-5657 • www.mosseyecare.com

Comprehensive Eye Exams
Medical Eyecare • Contact Lenses

Designer Optical

New Location Coming Soon on 165 North!
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The Bulletin Board is for you! Please send us photos of noteworthy events along with a description of the event to 
be featured on the JLM Bulletin Board. See page 5 for information about submissions.

Babies in Bloom

Way to Go 
Missy Amy!

Missy worked more than 
30 hours during the Go 

Red for Women event this 
Spring, raising awareness 
and funds to beat heart 

disease and stroke!

Modeling Fun ~ Spring Dinner 2016
Top (l to r): Britney Lea Hayes, Jennifer Donald, Melinda Rigsby, 
Samantha Wiggins Combs, and Brandy Pankey Jones
Middle (l to r): Talitha Smith-Elliott, Victoria Krutzer Fisher, Mary 
Francis Siggers, Liz Hammett, and Joann Powell
Bottom (l to r): Mallory Banks Williams, Juanita Woods, and Ella 
Pankey

Sustainers Lori Ray, Lana Forte, and 

Paulen Luttgeharm attended the 

Go Red for Women Luncheon.
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Charlons is looking for new articles and

ideas – if you have a skill or talent you

would like to share with the readers of 

Charlons (fitness, online safety, 

professional development, etc. or an

idea for a topic for an article) please

email us at jlm.charlons@gmail.com

Missy Amy and Tim “Mountain Man” Guraedy from Duck Dynasty promoting the Go Red event.

Kelli Cole was challenged by her “chip” to 
learn about someone’s cultural traditions; 
she attended Nepali night with some of her 
students this spring.

See everyone at the Back to League Social 
this Fall!

Summer is the perfect time to update your contact 
information. You can do it online at jlmonroe.org

Kathryn Bagley competes in the 
Dragonboat Races.
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Homecoming Dinner 2016
On Tuesday, May the 17th, Junior League of Monroe members 
and friends came together to have cocktails, relax, and dine. 
Bayou Desiard Country Club was the perfect setting complete 
with soft piano music and a scenic view of the bayou, and it was 
hard not to feel a sense of coming home. Many friendships that 
last a lifetime begin in the Junior League and members enjoyed 
catching up after a rewarding year of volunteering. Members 
affectionately call the event Spring Dinner, and the present and 
past come together as Sustainers get to know new Actives and 
Provisionals. Jenny Pankey attended the event with her family 
and would soon join the ranks of the past Presidents of the Junior 
League of Monroe.  Guests enjoyed visiting with Jenny and left 
her notes of thanks on a “Be Inspired” banner, which was her 
theme and focus for the 2015-2016 League year. Soon to be 
active members chatted energetically and League members got 
to know some members of next year’s Provisional class.  
After mingling, Sara Strader gave the invocation and dinner was 
served at tables decorated with candles and purple tablecloths 
that perfectly complemented the Iris centerpieces. Irises were a 
thoughtful choice as they convey faith and wisdom.  Dinner began 
with a fresh salad. Tomi Tharp presented this year’s Endowment 
Grant winners and past presidents were recognized. The 
winners for Volunteer of the Year and Louise Seymour Community 
Impact Award were announced as plates were collected and 
the entrees were served. Members that were going Sustainer 
were announced. Miranda Moss said, “I have learned so much 
from being in the League...and had numerous opportunities to 
volunteer and work with other ladies with the same goals in 
mind. I look back with a smile thinking of all the times we shared, 
what I learned, and how I benefitted from this experience”.   

As guests enjoyed their steaks and fish they were treated to a 
fashion show. The models this year posed, twirled, and had a 
good time entertaining guests. Businesses that styled our models 
included: Eleven 26 owned by Jessica Pollard, Talbots, managed 
by Jennifer Aaron, Cara’s owned by Cara Schepf, Fleurty Ginger 
Boutique, owned by Christy White, and TP Outdoors. Fashion 
show favorites included outgoing President Jenny Pankey’s 
husband BJ and her children Ella and Christopher Pankey.
As everyone finished their meals, a dessert of carrot cake or 
cheesecake was served. Outgoing president Jenny Pankey 
reflected on her year as President, and the evening proceeded 
to the introduction and acceptance of the new President, 
Ashley West. Ashley discussed her vision for next year and the 
theme for 2016-2017 league year will be “Celebrating our 
Past and Focusing on our Future.” Melissa Kiper became the 
new President-Elect and Ashley introduced the new Board and 
Committee Chairs for next year.
As the evening began to close, Provisional Chair Allison Earl 
presented members who were moving from Provisional to Active 
status. Tara Ambrose said, “I sincerely enjoyed Spring Dinner this 
year and seeing the faces of everyone I’ve gotten to know over 
the last year. Seeing new faces for the upcoming provisional 
group, and all those wonderful ladies who have dedicated their 
time for so many years all in one room simply makes one’s heart 
swell with joy.” The night ended with new Provisionals for next 
year being recognized.
A special thanks goes to the Spring Dinner Committee. Members 
worked hard to make this a special event and included: Chair 
Ashley West, Jennifer Ables, Terri Arthur, Mary Bernard, Jodee 
Bruyninckx, Faith Gremillion, Heather Guillot, Ashley Joiner, 
Melissa Kiper, Loretta Lemoine, Therese Nagem, Joyce Priest, 
Denise Simpson.
By: Jessica Louque

President Jenny Pankey, President-Elect Ashley West, and President Elect-Elect Melissa Kiper
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1.  A few excited Provisionals are looking forward to being presented as Actives. Left to Right Megan Nettles 
Council, Christine Simon Michener, Brittany Lea Hayes, Erin Edwards Muranovic, and Kandice Hunter

2.  Actives Cherry Coon and Joann Powell enjoyed visiting during cocktail hour.
3. Therese Nagem and Leigh Liles visit with Hillary Sirmon who is attending to see the endowment grant 

presented to Shane’s Inspiration and the West Monroe Civitan Club.
4. Provisional committee member Jennifer Morris visits with soon to be Actives Rachel Rodgers and Tara 

Ambrose and a new Provisional for next year Tiffany Olmstead.
5. Active members visit with sustainers. Georgia Street, Ashley West, Kathy Hart, Mandy Green
6. Lisa Munoz Hammett socializes with Brooke Hogue who will be a Provisional next year.
7. Lauren Traweek Voorhees, Chelsie Summerville, and Lindsey Roberts enjoyed seeing each other and 

catching up during the cocktail hour.

8. Shannon Pittard, Faith Richmond Gremillion, and Monica Pittman
9. Louise Seymour Winner Lisa Miller and Mandy Green
10. Sustainers Judy Bell, Susan Roberts Crawford, Mary Linda McCann, Georgia Street and Kathy Hart 

enjoying Spring Dinner.
11. After their first year as Actives, Veronica Knight, Colandra Smith, and Juanita Woods visit and reminisce.
12. Brittany Hayes enjoyed showing off the latest trends for Cara’s boutique.
13. Melinda Rigsby makes her debut during the fashion show.
14. Mallory Williams looked stunning modelling a skirt set from Cara’s.
15. Mary Francis Siggers modeled a casual yet professional look from Talbots.
16. Fashion Show favorite Juanita Woods had a fun time showing off her stylish linen outfit from Fleurty 

Ginger.
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AJLI 94th Annual Conference
All In In Atlanta
I had the pleasure to represent the Junior League of Monroe and 
travel to the Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI) 94th 
Annual Conference in Atlanta, GA. The Junior League of Atlanta 
was the host league and greeted delegates with a big “Welcome 
Y’all!” I checked into the Atlanta Marriott Marquis hotel, which 
was very nice, and I had a spectacular view of downtown 
Atlanta. I was ready to kick start my AJLI Annual Conference 
experience and meet fellow leaguers from across the country. I 
couldn’t wait to learn valuable recourses and management tools 
in my sessions and sit in on the AJLI annual board meeting. I was 
ready to embrace AJLI’s theme of “All In.”

I hit the ground running and started the conference off with 
a pre-session on “Making AJLI Resources Work for You.” The 
learning portal has many opportunities to learn more about fund 
development and grant writing, governance, strategic planning, 
budgets, and marketing brand standards. We definitely need to 
utilize this tool more; it is user friendly and right at our finger tips. 
After this session, it was time for voting delegates to line up by AJLI 

affiliation year. This was interesting since there were over 200 
voting delegates to arrange from the 1920’s to today. This could 
have been a daunting task, but in true Junior League fashion, 
this was done in a matter of minutes. We were ready to march 
in opening session holding our League affiliation sign. I had no 
idea what to expect, but the welcoming fanfare was spectacular!  
League delegates took pictures, clapped and hollered for their 
respective League and lined a path for us to walk through as a 
local high school band played lively music. I learned so much 
history about the Junior League since its inception in the city of 
New York in 1901. JL really has done some amazing things 
over the past century!  I’m so honored to be a part of this trail 
blazing organization! I then attended “A Mini-Plenary: Leading 
an Organization-a CEO Panel” and received advice from CEOs 
from the Atlanta Red Cross, the Girl Scouts of Greater Atlanta, 
the United Way of Greater Atlanta, and the Community Food 
Bank of Georgia. These leaders shared various experiences, 
but all expressed one common statement - exceptional leaders 
connect with people. When a leader is connected to its 
people, membership in our case, everything else can align 
in accordance to our mission. After this session, we gathered 
again in the ballroom to listen to the keynote speaker, Carlotta 
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Walls LaNier, the youngest student in the Little Rock Nine. She 
was so captivating and inspirational, not at all bitter from her 
life experiences, but instead told us that challenges come into 
our lives so that we can learn lessons.  She reminded us that 
everything starts at home. We should teach our children the right 
way to speak up and be heard. We should be mentors and 
catalysts for them. We should teach our children who they are 
and who’s they are. My favorite quote from her was, “There are 
not only heroes, there are SHEroes!” I think we could make that 
into a JLM tshirt! After Mrs. LaNier’s speech, we were invited 
to the opening reception at the National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights. I was excited to meet up with friends from the 
Junior League of Alexandria and we got to explore the museum 
and then walked to the CNN World Headquarters. I didn’t run 
into Ashleigh Banfield, Anderson Cooper, or Ted Turner, but we 
did get some cool pictures in front of the big CNN sign.

The next day started early with an “Association Governance 
Dialogue” where we were informed that there would be no dues 
increase at this time, and AJLI doesn’t expect a dues increase in 
the next five years. The Financial VPs have worked very hard 
on the budget and were happy to say that although AJLI was 
once 90% dependent on League dues, it is now only 72% 
dependent.  It looks like we are headed in a positive financial 
direction. My next session was about “Facilitated Networking.” 
The speaker said that networking is about building relationships 
before you need them. It is transference of trust among people 
and it is parasocial. She gave us tips on how to walk into a 
room, conversation starters/enders, hand shaking, and card 
exchange.  This was a valuable session for me that I plan to 
utilize at home. We then met for the “Mary Harriman Community 
Leadership Award Luncheon” where we learned of the selfless 
giving and leadership of social activist and JL founder, Mary 
Harriman, and the legacy she leaves with the Junior League since 
its inception in 1901. This year’s winner was Martha “Martie” 
Strayer Russel, a long-time member of the Junior League of 
Toronto. That evening I met back up with the ladies from the JL 
of Alexandria and we explored Atlanta a little more.  We rode 
the Sky View ferris wheel and saw a perfect view of Centennial 
Park where the fountains and torches from the 1996 Summer 
Olympics still stand. We walked to the Fox Theatre and then ate 
at Mary Mac’s Tea Room, dubbed “Atlanta’s Dining Room.” It 
was the best southern home cooking food I’ve ever eaten! I even 
bought a cookbook! 

The next morning I was able to catch up with the Junior League 
of Lufkin’s President-Elect, whom I met at the JL of Shreveport- 
Bossier’s regional training session this year, over breakfast and 
during our session with incoming AJLI President, Carol Scott. 
Carol gave us tips and inspiration for our upcoming presidencies 
and had us write a letter to ourselves on what our visions are for 
our League and our goals as leaders. We will get to open these 
letters when we are outgoing presidents.  My favorite session 

was the “Junior League Member Engagement Showcase.” We 
heard from various League members from across the United 
States and London, England, on how they engage or reengage 
members through online membership drives, League branding, 
and fundraising for current social issues. We then attended 
the annual business meeting where general business activities 
were discussed and then had a lively discussion and debate 
on the recent national “bathroom bill” issue and whether we 
should resite the AJLI fall ODI conference scheduled in Raleigh, 
NC, outside the state of North Carolina. I actually enjoyed the 
discussion and how both sides of the issue were addressed and 
opinions were heard. We then had a free afternoon to explore 
the city or attend excursions planned by JL of Atlanta. I ventured 
off by myself and scheduled an electric car tour with ATL Cruzers 
and couldn’t wait to learn more about Atlanta. My tour guide 
was so knowledgeable and gave us a great history lesson as 
we traveled around downtown and midtown Atlanta. We saw 
the church where Martin Luther King, Jr. preached, the house he 
grew up in, and where he and his wife are now buried. We saw 
many famous buildings and Universities around town. The tour 
guide showed our group where the athletes and coaches stayed 
during the 1996 Summer Olympics. We saw where Margaret 
Mitchell lived and where the premier of Gone with the Wind 
took place in 1939. We even saw where Ted Turner lived and 
then ate at his restaurant, Ted’s Montana Grill, where I tried bison 
for the first time. After the tour, I then explored the Coca Cola 
Museum and headed back to the hotel to freshen up for the 
closing reception and awards banquet and celebration. I was 
able to sit and catch up with the JL of Omaha President-Elect, who 
I’ve become friends with and stayed in contact with since Winter 
Leadership Conference. I also met and took a picture with all 
the Louisiana Leagues in attendance. The awards banquet was 
exceptional; it was so inspiring to see all the amazing things 
other Leagues are doing in the United States and around the 
world. We are all truly making a difference and I can’t wait to 
bring back all the knowledge I’ve received from this conference 
and encourage our members to go “All In.”

By: Melissa Kiper, President Elect-Elect
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What Happens When Growing Up Means ‘Aging Out’?

By AJLI Editorial Staff 

Each year, some 25,000 children “age out” of the foster care system in the U.S. A process known officially 
as “emancipation,” aging out more often means the loss of stability for young people unprepared for 
living as adults.

In a no-punches-pulled report entitled “The Human, Social, and Economic Cost of Aging Out of Foster 
Care,” here’s how the National Council for Adoption describes the experience for many young people…

“Emancipation is a common fate for the 400,000 American youth languishing in foster care. After years 
of bouncing from one foster home to another, often feeling lonely and unwanted, too many youth in care 
long for the day when they will turn 18 (21, in some states) and age out of the system that has failed 
them.”

The report adds, however: “But many may not realize how ill-prepared for adulthood they are without…
support or a permanent family. Youth that age out of foster care are far more likely than their peers to 
become homeless, dependent on welfare, turn to drugs, or be incarcerated.”

The National Council for Adoption backs up its argument with supporting data – 1 in 5 will become 
homeless after 18; at 24, only half will be employed; less than 3% will have earned a college degree; 
71% of women will be pregnant by 21; and 1 in 4 will have experienced post-traumatic stress disorder 
at twice the rate of American war veterans.

Aging out of foster care without being fully prepared for life on one’s own is a national tragedy on many 
levels, but it is one that many Junior Leagues have addressed in a variety of ways.

This can involve providing hands-on life skills training and mentoring…recruiting community leaders 
and experts who can help…collecting support assets under one roof…helping to provide college 
textbooks…and filling suitcases with life necessities, including bedding, pots & pans, cleaning supplies.

The need is large, but volunteer-driven initiatives can be key elements in meeting that need…at a 
human level.

This article was originally published in The Civic Lede, an official publication of The Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc., and has been reprinted with 
permission.  The Civic Lede spotlights notable developments in philanthropy, not-for-profits, women’s interests, voluntarism and leadership, and offers commentary on 
the issues on which The Junior League has been active for many years. In addition to posts from contributors including Association Executive Director Susan Danish 
and a host of esteemed guest bloggers from a variety of sectors, The Civic Lede features commentary written or edited by AJLI Editor Suzanne Gannon.Bottom of Form
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Charlons Summer Reading List
Alex Mancuso’s Pick ~ The Grisha Trilogy  by Leigh Bardugo
I recommend this series if you are 
a fan of the fantasy genre. Like 
other fantasy trilogies, it’s rich in 
mythology, scenery and character 
development, but is not lacking in 
action or romance. The story takes 
place in a fictional environment 
of Ravka, which is very similar in 
tradition and culture to our Russia. The female protagonist, Alina, 
is an orphan who has grown up thinking there’s nothing special 
about her, until an encounter with a dark, evil force shows her 
that she is the only one who has the power to save her world and 
everyone she loves. She faces fear, temptation and self-sacrifice 
on her journey to discover who she really is and how powerful 
she can be. This series is full of girl power moments, and will 
leave you thinking about it long you’ve finished it.

Jessica Louque’s Pick ~ Orleans  by Sherri Smith
My most recent summer vacation to 
New Orleans made my latest read more 
interesting. Orleans by Sherri Smith takes 
place fifty years after a catastrophic 
hurricane, and Delta Fever has changed 
life on the gulf coast forever. The city 
that used to be New Orleans and the 
gulf coast is quarantined and everyone 
in the “Outer States” has forgotten what 
once was. The author created a primitive 
society separated by blood type, and 

Smith’s use of language and vivid imagery caught my attention. 
The artist’s use of the Superdome as a crypt was chilling for me 
as a Louisiana native, and in Smith’s novel, Orleans residents still 
come out of the wasteland on All Saints Day to neutral ground 
wearing scavenged Mardi Gras costumes for a parade. Orleans 
is forever changed but still very much alive. My favorite character 
was the fierce protagonist Fen who survives an ambush of her 
O+ tribe and is left alone with her leader’s newborn baby girl. 
Fen sets out determined to get the baby out of the Delta where 
she can have a better life before her blood becomes tainted. Fen 
meets scientist Daniel who has snuck into the Delta illegally. They 
are brought together by chance and 
kept together by danger. In the end, they 
are each other’s best hope for survival.

Sarah Bunn’s Pick ~ Looking For Alaska  
by John Green
There are always so many books during 
the summer that are perfect for pool 
side or lounging on the beach! I had 
the pleasure of reading a few of author, 

John Green’s novel’s last summer, and I fell in love with his use of 
suspense and creativity.  One in particular that had me hooked, 
(and by hooked I mean I read it in two days), was Looking for 
Alaska. This novel draws you in from Chapter One. The story 
begins by introducing you to a young man, Miles Halter. Miles 
is fascinated by “famous last words” and wishes to escape his 
boring life in a small town and attend a prestige secondary school 
that Francois Rabelais calls, The Great Perhaps. There, he finds 
himself growing closer to the school’s misfits, including, Alaska 
Young. This witty, rebellious, young girl steals Miles’ attention 
and leads him in search of her very own, Great Perhaps. This 
novel has been adopted by many middle and high schools to 
include as their curriculum. I would definitely recommend this 
read as part of your summer list! 

Joann Powell’s Pick ~ Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child  by J. K. Rowling
The long awaited new book in the Harry 
Potter series is due to be released this 
summer and it will undoubtedly be on 
everyone’s must read list, from adoring 
adult fans to older children and teens alike. 
The Harry Potter series and subsequent 
movies captured the hearts of readers 20- 

something years ago and the newest book is sure to delight 
everyone. This book is being published almost ten years after 
the last book hit bookshelves and Potter fans began preordering 
the book months ago. Though originally heralded as a prequel, 
we now know the book will be a follow up to the original series. 
It is set 19 years after the battle at Hogwarts that closed the 
original series. Though it will not be a novel per se, Rowling’s has 
been clear that readers should expect a script of the two-part hit 
play by the same name earlier this year. Many fans were quite 
concerned about the play, fearing it would be disappointing... 
Can anyone recount a single other book series with a storyline 
that electrified millions of fans in the same way this famous 
series did. With the exception of a few (think Star Wars), I 
cannot come up with a single set of characters that shaped an 
entire generation the way the characters of Harry Potter series 
did. Children grew up with the children in the Potter books, and 
any continuation of that story will have to win over that army 
of devoted fans who are all grown up now themselves. Based 
on the early reviews of the sold-out limited run play, reading 
about our childhood hero as an adult will most certainly be 
another amazing adventure. Barbara Tasch of Business Insider 
has noted that the “characters in the play spend a lot of time 
in areas of the wizarding world well known to the Harry Potter 
fans: Hogwarts, platform nine and three-quarters, the Forbidden 
Forest — where the main characters’ children try to and try not 
to follow in their parents’ footsteps.” I am certain this will be the 
“can’t miss it” read of the summer and will be a hot subject of 
countless conversations as summer draws to a close.
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Funding the Future of JLM
Fund Development worked throughout the year to solicit 
businesses and individuals for financial support. The committee’s 
efforts were focused on two revenue streams—Spring Market 
sponsorships and Friends of Market commitments. So during 
the spring Fund Development solicited these sponsorships. Then 
FD had to coordinate with Spring Market and the Webmaster 
to make sure all the sponsors got the proper advertising 
collateral that they were promised. FD also ordered all the 
signs and banners with our sponsors names and logos that 
were displayed at the Spring Market event. Finally, FD worked 
with the Charlons committee to make sure our sponsor’s ads 
and names were included in the Spring Issue.

After raising $2,750 more in sponsorships this year than last 
year the committee is taking a well needed summer off. Kelsey 
Laudenheimer will return as Chair again next year and will 
lead the committee as they try to exceed the almost $40,000 
raised this year.

As most Junior Leaguers know, Fundraising allows the League to 
continue supporting the community by helping fund the various 
service projects we operate. We are always fundraising for 
something whether it be our child’s school, our church, or other 
charities we support.  The Fund Development Committee offers 
excellent training to develop ladies of the League and gives 
women the knowledge and confidence necessary to run a 
successful fundraising campaign. 

Submitted by: Kelsey Laudenheimer

Summer 2016
           Changes in Status
Preferred Actives are: Anya Fulco, Faith Gremillion, Cynthia 
Rodriguez, and Meghan Sellar.

Joining the ranks of Sustainers are: Robin Beatty, Kanzadia 
Brothers, Christina Elahi, Jayme Garvin, Kelly Gray, Mandy 
Green, Ashley Joiner, Cassie Livingston, Sherrie McCraw, 
Arie Milner, Arabella Moore, Miranda Moss, Sherri 
Mowad, Jenny Pankey, Monica Pittman, Sabrina Racer, 
Adrian Washington, Nicole West, Courtney Weston, and 
Richardra Winder.

$10,000 Home Makeover 
        Raffle Winner
The Junior League of Monroe’s Spring Market fundraiser raffle this 
year showcased new and exciting prizes. Instead of the wildly 
popular purse raffle at the Girls Just Want to Have Fun event, 
Diamond Earrings were the night’s big give-away. Miranda 
Scalia won the diamond earrings from Dupont Jewelers. In lieu 
of a vacation, a $10,000 Home Makeover from Sleepy Hollow 
Furniture was awarded. The winner of the makeover was Stephanie 
Swillie Durham. At the time she won the raffle she stated, “I am so 
excited to start picking out some beautiful furniture for my family to 
enjoy!” Stephanie placed a custom order for her furniture late this 
spring. She said she was excited to get to pick out the fabric and 
finishes for all of her pieces. Charlons and Stephanie can’t wait to 
share pictures once they come in. 

By: Jessica Louque
Stephanie Swillie Durham placed an order for custom furniture 

after winning the home makeover at Spring Market.

New Sustainers at Spring Dinner
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The Unimagined Journey 
Walking up to the home of someone that was unknown to me, into 
a crowd of ladies wherein I had only one or two acquaintances 
threw my mind into over-drive. What did I expect?  What was 
going to happen? Would any of these ladies be like me?  
Would I have any of the same interests as they did? Would I 
make many new friends?  These were all questions swirling in my 
mind as I approached the house for the 2015 Provisional meet 
and greet.  Inside I found ladies from all walks of life, teachers, 
nurses, secretaries, stay-at-home mothers, and the list went on 
and on. As I mingled amidst the ladies, I couldn’t help but be in 
awe of all of these wonderful ladies who wanted to serve our 
community, but the journey was only beginning that night.  

Vividly recalling our first Provisional Meeting, I couldn’t help but 
be a tad nervous walking into the League House for the first time, 
a feeling that would quickly dissipate as the evening went on. 
Breaking off into our groups would be the first of many nights that 
I spent laughing and engaging in the many positive volunteer 
programs with those who sat at the various tables across and 
beside me.  

As the weeks flew by, I found myself looking forward to my 
Tuesday nights with my Junior League ladies. Each week was 
an adventure in learning about everyone, and laughing – a lot!  
Looking back on one of my favorite nights, we all met at the 
League House, not having a clue what our Provisional leaders 

had in store for us. Sitting down at my normal table, with my 
Provisional leader and our group, we were quickly placed in 
groups with other Provisional leaders. We all sat in awe at what 
they could possibly be up to with this, and it was soon proven 
that it would lead to a night of laughs and learning more about 
those outside of our individual groups. That night I remembered 
leaving with more new friends and learning that there are so 
many walks of life that come through the JL doors.  

The feeling of acceptance and joy in my heart to be part of 
something so wonderful has multiplied boundlessly over this past 
year. The lives that have been touched and the many friends 
that have been made are all just lagniappe when one takes a 
moment to consider the “bigger picture” of what this group of 
ladies (and so many others) set out to accomplish one DIAD at 
a time.  

My journey was unimagined; I never fathomed that I would feel 
such a sense of accomplishment, a profound joy for volunteering, 
or an overwhelming sense of pride in an organization as I do for 
my Junior League and all that it stands for. At the Spring Dinner 
this year, I couldn’t help but be a little sad seeing my Provisional 
year end, but ultimately feeling as though if this was how I felt 
as a Provisional, what wonderful things I would have to look 
forward to in my upcoming years as an Active member.  
By: Tara Ambrose, Guest Writer

celebrate what you’ve accomplished,
but raise the bar a little higher
each time you SUCCEED. mia hamm
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Shop Save Serve Hosts 
      Sip and See at Material Things
A shopping event was held on May the 11th at Material Things, an upscale home 
decor business owned by Joyce Sims. Shoppers enjoyed browsing many unique items 
including furniture and light fixtures that ranged from vintage to cutting edge. One does 
not have to go to Dallas to search for the perfect pieces to complete their home decor. 
Junior League of Monroe hosted this evening of shopping fun as a thank you for Material 
Thing’s support of the Shop Save Serve event this fall. The wine and cheese for the event 
was provided by Vieux Carre Market owned by Sammy and Therese Nagem. The event 
brought in shoppers old and new.  Loretta Lemoine stated that she was excited to be 
there. 

Reported by: Jessica Louque

Alexandra Barham and Analeise Reeves Thomas

 Therese Nagem, Jaclyn Hall, and Mary Kate Gilley

 Loretta Lemoine and Arabella Moore Jessica Louque and Veronica Knight

 

JASON L. TISER 
Financial Advisor 

 
1900 North 18th Street, Suite 700 

Monroe, LA 71201 

T  318.327.1120 

jason.tiser@raymondjames.com 
 

©2015 Raymond  James & Associates, Inc., 
Member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC
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Each year, we present the Louise Seymour Community Impact Award 
to a Sustainer who exemplifies the same spirit and dedication to 
service as that of Louise Seymour, our League’s first president. This 
award honors a woman who not only was a successful League 
member but also has continued to share her training from her 
time in the League by demonstrating a continued interest in the 
community through volunteer service. Louise Seymour devoted her 
life to community service with an unselfish dedication and served as 
an inspiration to all, and this year’s recipient continues that legacy. 

This year’s recipient, Lisa Miller, has spent her entire professional career 
helping others. You may hear other’s describe her as happy, helpful, sweet, 
kind, and caring; however, don’t let this pint-size powerhouse with the 
sweet smile fool you. Lisa is a force to be reckoned with in the professional 
world, can analyze data with the best, and is a skilled multi-tasker. She 
is highly respected among her peers and is often the person called on 
to get things accomplished. She has served as a mentor, role model, 
confidant, counselor, and educator since 1985 and has been recognized 
with numerous awards for her outstanding service to the community and 
professional success including being named as one of the Sweet Sixteen 
Most Influential Women in Ouachita Parish in 2013, West Monroe High 
School Distinguished Alumni in 2008, West Monroe High School Teacher 
of the Year in 2001, and was nominated for the Quota Club Woman of 
the Year in 2002.

Lisa has served on numerous boards and foundations in the area including

•	 Children’s Coalition Board of Directors
•	 Ouachita Business Alliance Academia Community
•	 Big Whit 77 Board 
•	 Fashion Fusion Board 
•	 NOVA-Advisory Board 
•	 Wesley Foundation Board of Directors 
•	 First United Methodist Church Trustee 
•	 Louisiana ACT Council 
•	 Northeast Louisiana Leadership Council of the Louisiana Center for 

Women and Government
•	 Scholars’ Banquet Task Force
•	 American Heart Association, Go Red for Women Campaign
•	 Jesus the Good Shepherd School Board

While this Sustainer has an ingrained belief of the importance of giving 
back, she, like her parents had, has a true passion of mentoring young 
adults. She continues to fulfill this passion through her current work by 
serving on the advisory board and as the Kappa Delta Sorority Faculty 
Advisor for the Delta Zeta chapter and in her current profession as the 
Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management at ULM. 

Celebrating the Junior League of Monroe’s
                  Rich Legacy of Voluntarism

Lisa Miller, 2016 Louise Seymour Award Winner

This year’s recipient, Mrs. Lisa Miller perfectly 
embodies the Junior League of Monroe’s 
mission to promote voluntarism, develop 
the potential of women, and improve the 
community through effective action. She is 
a role model and inspiration to all women; 
a loving wife to her husband Lyle; beloved 
daughter who was dedicated to caring 
for her parents when they needed her; 
supportive step-mother to her step children 
Natalie, Lauren, and David; highly successful 
professional; fashion icon; gifted speaker; 
and loyal friend to many. Through her service 
to education and to the community she has 
inspired thousands to serve a higher cause. 
She truly represents the best of our League 
and it is our honor to award her the 2016 
Louise Seymour Community Impact Award. 

By: Mandy Green, Communications Vice 
President
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Service and Voluntarism, 
                    the Heart of the Junior League
The Volunteer of the Year Award goes to an Active Member 
of the Junior League of Monroe who stands out among 
her peers for both her commitment and execution of her 
roles in our organization and her community. Each year 
a member is selected who embodies the spirit of service 
and voluntarism. This year’s winner is no exception. Her 
dedication and passion within the Junior League of Monroe 
is invaluable. When she walks into a room with her 
styrofoam cup, you can only imagine what her presence 
brings. She has been willing, beyond her own schedule 
and her family’s daily routine, to give and volunteer in 
something that we all believe is vital to our community. 
Mrs. Loretta Lemoine characterizes, in many ways, the 
authentic best-self we all strive to be.
Not only is this lady a leader in our organization, she is a wife 
of a Neville football coach, a mom to a Neville cheerleader and 
LSU football player.  She serves as an advisor to her sorority Phi 
Mu, she is enriched by her Catholic Faith and a pharmacist by 
trade.  

To know her is to love her, her positive image, personality 
and attitude are all genuine.  We have walked thru the Junior 
League for the past 7 years together and I am very proud to call 
her a friend. From her involvement with Provisionals, Chair of 
Education & Training, Chair of Nominating & Placement and to 
next year’s ole birds House & Arrangements Chair she has given 
continuously to our organization.

Loretta takes pride in her hard work, she has continued to step 
up and lead when asked all the while bringing much laughter 
and friendship to any conversation. She continually strives to 
make everyone feel welcome. She motivates and inspires us all 
to action through her example of unselfish voluntarism and is the 
ideal recipient for the Volunteer of the Year Award.    

By: Jenny Pankey, President

Loretta Lemoine, 2016 Volunteer of the Year, with Jenny Pankey, 
2015-16 JLM President
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Endowed with Hope
2016 Endowment Grant Winners
It is the most important mission of the Junior League to improve 
the community around it. The Junior League of Monroe takes that 
mission seriously, and therefore awards endowment grants every 
year to organizations in Ouachita Parish that seek support in 
charitable projects throughout the area. This year all three finalists 
received grants in the amount of $5,000 for their respective 
projects. The 2016 finalists included three organizations with 
three very different, but equally worthy causes. 

The West Monroe Civitan Club is a local club that emphasizes 
meeting the needs of developmentally disabled children and 
adults. The WM Civitan Club has partnered with a national 
organization called Shane’s Inspiration that’s based out of 
California. Shane’s Inspiration designs and establishes parks 
and playgrounds all over America that are inclusive of children 
with disabilities as well as children without disabilities. The two 
groups are collaborating on a project called Smiles Park, an all-
inclusive playground which will be located inside of Kiroli Park 
in West Monroe. The city of West Monroe has donated land 
for the park and has built a $240,000 pavilion and restroom 
facility that will adjoin Smiles Park. Though the WM Civitan Club 
has raised a little less than three quarters of the total 1.1 Million 
dollars needed for the project, the construction is divided into 
three phases. The WM Civitan Club is committed to continuing 
to raise funds with the annual Ark-La-Miss Fair to see the project to 
completion. Many families who have members with disabilities 
find themselves driving long miles to find places like Smiles Park, 
where their entire families can feel a sense of belonging. It’s 
difficult to quantify, but Smiles Park is expected to serve many 
families not only in northeast Louisiana, but the whole South. 
After the park is built, Shane’s Inspiration will set up educational 
programs in schools that will teach children of all abilities how to 
play together and include each other.

Camp Quality USA is an organization that provides an 
opportunity for children with cancer to attend a camp specially 
designed for them to spend a week free of hospitals and doctor 
appointments, and creates and environment where the children 
and their parents can experience some freedom and fun activities. 
The Louisiana chapter of Camp Quality will rent campgrounds 
in Louisiana for two one-week sessions, available for any child 
with cancer from ages 5-18 that are able to be away from a 
hospital for a week. The sessions are open for 25 campers, 
as well as 25 companions for the campers. Medical staff and 
volunteers are kept on the premises to meet any needs required 
by a child. These sessions are free to attend, and depending 
upon which campground is rented, the children are able to take 
part in activities such as arts and crafts, sports, fishing, boating 
and swimming. The children who attend this camp and their 
families receive comfort and support from being with others 
who are sharing the same experiences, and many attendees 
find themselves filled with optimism and energy after spending a 
week at the camp.

Two Penny Missions is a group that meets many different types 
of needs throughout Ouachita Parish. While they take part in 
food and clothing distribution, sheltering and crisis intervention, 
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the project for which they have applied for an endowment grant 
is to provide essential items for a shelter complex for homeless 
families, battered women and others in need. The essential items 
needed include but are not limited to beds, linens, furniture, and 
food storage. The complex will include several “micro-homes”, 
a shower complex and laundry facilities. Those who stay at 
the complex will also receive help to access local and federal 
services such as food stamps, social services, educational 
programs, healthcare and other programs. Two Penny Missions 
hopes to have the project completed by the summer of 2017, 

and hopes to serve hundreds of men, women and children each 
year. 

The members of the Junior League of Monroe are proud to support 
these admirable and valuable projects and organizations. While 
the League itself strives to be a helpful and positive force in the 
community, it’s enjoyable and essential to empower other groups 
to do the same. We say thank you to all of the groups who 
applied for grants and to our finalists for their willingness to give 
back to Ouachita Parish and its citizens.

By: Alex Mancuso

2016 Endowment Fund Contributors

Carol Cudd  In memory of Jennings Wilkins 
Joy Loomis  In memory of her father, Leonard J. Russo 
Chelsie Summerville In memory of John Clarke Perry 
Patti Nelson  In memory of Martha Ryan 
Therese Nagem In memory of Martha Ryan 
Christy Flanigen In memory of her father, John M. Posey 
Teddy Varino In memory of Sue Morison 
Mary Ann Roark In memory of Louise & John N. Ferguson
Robin Fincher In honor of her mother, Carol Kilpatrick 
Faith Gremillion In honor of Mrs. Clyde Ray Webber, Jr. 

Emily McGee  
Joyce Priest 
Katharine Spires 
Diane Cage 
Jewel King 
Andree Eddleman 
Felicia Kostelka 
Dorothy Hart 
Anu Lal 

Dawn Sager 
Pat Wolff 
Beverly Jarrell 
Lillian Breard 
Jodee Bruyninckx 
Anna Lisa Deal 
Jill Warner  
Bobbie Jo Stinson
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You Make Us ROAR!
TLC has had an absolute BLAST with Lenwil Elementary School for 
the 2015-2016 school year! This Title I school boasts an impressive 
increase in parental participation, improved Accelerated Reader 
scores, an active Student Council and a positive vibe in the school’s 
culture!

We all know if children want to come to school, something positive 
is happening! The attendance rate has increased as well as the 
number of Honor Roll attendees at each six weeks Honor Roll Party! 
TLC has definitely made a significant difference in the lives of these 
children and their families! From the Back to School Bash at the 
beginning of school to the celebration ending with May Day, Lenwil 
tigers are roaring with excitement and pride! 

With the help of the West Ouachita High School FFA students, 
Lenwil’s Student Council continued their community project of Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle campaign! The students deposited their plastic 
milk containers each day to help keep our earth clean! We collected 
over 30,000 milk containers this year alone! The partnership with 
the West Ouachita High School FFA students was a perfect match 
for this project that will continue for years to come!

Our Reading Around the Christmas Tree Literacy Night was attended 
by over 200 families! The Student Council held a Christmas raffle 
to raise money for a new flag pole pulley.  It was a huge success 
and with the help of Mrs. Clause, Krista Nelson, the students were 
treated to a holiday story as the TLC ladies served milk and cookies. 

During the spring, Dr. Seuss was on the loose with lots of elephants 
and woozles! The TLC committee transformed the gym in to the most 
delightful city of Whooville! Students came from far and wide to play 
games with their teacher and spend quality time with their parents at 
this fun annual event! 

The celebration of a great year always ends with our TLC sponsored 
event, MAY DAY! This is the day all of the students look forward to 
all year long! Big Al Cherry is the Talent Show emcee and treats 
the students and teachers to a FABULOUS concert and then the 
day is spent with waterslides, cotton candy, field day games and 
races! This year we began a Big Brother Mentoring opportunity! 
The University of Louisiana at Monroe fraternity, Kappa Sigma, 
came to spend time with our students for the day! This spin on such 
an already fun day was more than we could have asked for! The 
Kappa Sig fellows spent time with these students and encouraged 
them to make great choices, stay in school and give back to their 
community! These guys were troopers and the kids absolutely LOVED 
having them for the day!

Lenwil Elementary School is honored and proud to have had the 
chance to feel the love from the Junior League of Monroe. We are 
forever grateful and will continue to build the  programs initiated 
by the TLC committee and offer wonderful  opportunities for our 
students! Thank you Junior League of Monroe and the TLC ladies! 
You make us ROAR!

Submitted by: Faith Gremillion & Monica Pittman
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peacelove❤
  tigers
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Nonprofits and the ‘Promise of America’

By Guest Author, Clotilde Perez-Bode Dedecker
This article is by Junior League of Buffalo member and former AJLI President Clotilde Perez-Bode Dedecker, who came to this country as a child with her family as 
Cuban refugees. Currently President & CEO of the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo, a 501(c)3 public charity dedicated to connecting people, ideas and 
resources to improve lives in Western New York, her other service highlights include a White House appointment to the President’s Council on Service and Civic 
Participation and U.S. Committee co-chair of the United Nations International Year of the Volunteer. She also has served on national and local nonprofit boards 
including the National Women’s Hall of Fame (president), Mayoral Council on Hispanic issues (chair), The John R. Oishei Foundation and The National Federation 
for Just Communities. Her current service includes chair of charitySTRONG, board member of CFLeads, The Foundation Center, FSG and the Global Fund for 
Community Foundations.

How important are nonprofits—national, regional, local—in helping to 
ensure that refugees and immigrants are helped to integrate into the 

American mainstream, both in terms of their immediate needs…and in the 
longer term?

The answer is “critical.” 

The nonprofit sector, including the faith-based community, is central to helping the “aspiring Americans”—
immigrants, refugees, exiles—coming to our shores because they are attracted to the promise of America. 

I am not saying that the nonprofit sector alone can, or should, take sole responsibility for addressing this urgent 
task facing all of us as Americans. Although the nonprofit sector is a mission-driven sector, the public sector and 
the private sector also have strong motivation to be a part of this solution—government, at all levels, should do 
all it can to create productive, tax-paying citizens and the private sector should work to successfully integrate 
these individuals into the American economy, still the greatest in the world.

But the nonprofit sector has a unique role to play in helping people negotiate the many barriers that face anyone 
who comes to our shores from a completely different cultural context—in education, in accessing the public 
safety net, employment practices and cultural norms. These are matters both simple and complex that can 
present significant cultural barriers. 

So how do we in the nonprofit sector help these people succeed as Americans? (I will leave the raging debate on 
refugee and immigration policy to others—my concern is dealing with people who are here in our communities, 
with real human needs.)

Fortunately, this is a mission that has long been embraced by the nonprofit sector (including The Junior League, 
going back to its founding by Mary Harriman as an organization to work with poor immigrants in settlement 
houses). To pick just one example of an extremely effective nonprofit (and one that helped me and my refugee 
family adjust to life here in the 1960s), Catholic Charities USA provides interpretation, employment training, job 
placement and counseling services; offers legal immigration services to clients with family-based cases and 
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with applications for legal residence, deferred action 
for childhood arrivals, and citizenship; and offers a full 
spectrum of community services, including emergency 
assistance, childcare, after-school programs, senior 
services, housing and counseling. 

In my own community, Catholic Charities is one of four 
resettlement agencies (the others are the International 
Institute, which works under the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees and Immigrants and the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services; Journey’s End, an affiliate of two 
national organizations, Church World Service and 
Episcopal Migration Ministries; and Jewish Family 
Services). Each one plays an important role in a refugee 
resettlement community that annually produces a net 
influx of some 2,500 immigrants and refugees who are 
entering our school systems, joining our workforce, 
buying businesses and becoming a robust part of our 
local economy.

Again, the public sector has a role here, but keep in mind 
that it is limited. The federal government does provide 
some subsidies to assist with the initial transition into 
the resettlement process, but the aid is focused mainly 
on employment preparation. State and local resources 
are already strained.

So it really takes charitable dollars to help these 
people—these aspiring Americans—get started, to give 
them a leg up on the path to becoming fully contributing 
members of their new communities and helping to 
move them beyond the need for public assistance. 

Think of the positive impact of having someone greet 
you at the airport, put you and your family up somewhere 
and help you navigate how to get into public housing, 

how to (in your own language) develop new language 
skills, how to connect your children with educational 
opportunities, how to access health care, how to deal 
with your daily needs in a brand new context. That 
is an invaluable service—and it is primarily nonprofit 
agencies that provide it.

But what leads to ultimate success is a coordinated, 
multi-sector effort, maximizing all resources on behalf 
of the community. While the nonprofit sector most 
definitely plays a critical role preparing refugees for 
integration into their new society, it is the public safety 
net – funded by everyone’s tax dollars – that removes 
basic barriers to success, including lack of housing and 
access to education. And then the business sector must 
provide much needed-jobs to these aspiring Americans 
so the process can begin again, as their taxes and 
human capital pave the way for future Americans.

In the end, what defines us as a society is our 
capacity to work together while honoring, respecting 
and celebrating our differences. This is a very unique 
culture that requires Americans and aspiring Americans 
to work on it intentionally. 

And, on a personal note, my family would not be where 
it is today, and I certainly wouldn’t be where I am today 
as a professional, if it hadn’t been for the assistance we 
received from the public sector as well as the nonprofit 
sector when we arrived on these shores nearly 50 
years ago.

This article was originally published in The Civic Lede, an official publication of 
The Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc., and has been reprinted with 
permission.  The Civic Lede spotlights notable developments in philanthropy, not-
for-profits, women’s interests, voluntarism and leadership, and offers commentary 

on the issues on which The Junior League has been active for many years. In 
addition to posts from contributors including Association Executive Director 
Susan Danish and a host of esteemed guest bloggers from a variety of sectors, 
The Civic Lede features commentary written or edited by AJLI Editor Suzanne 

Gannon.Bottom of Form

continued from previous page
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A Bright Future for
            Ouachita Parish
2016 Annual Scholar’s Banquet

Children are the future of any community, and the annual 
Scholar’s Banquet is a sign that the community of Ouachita 
Parish has much to look forward to. The Monroe Civic Center 
Arena was packed with hundreds of scholars in attendance 
from several schools in the area, along with their families. To 
be invited to the banquet, students must have an average GPA 
of 3.5 for their high school career thus far, and must have 
scored a 25 or higher on the ACT. The keynote speaker was 
Rudy Niswanger, a native of Monroe, graduate of LSU and 
its football program, and former NFL player for the Kansas 
City Chiefs. He spoke to the scholars about making sound 
decisions for their lives in spite of not knowing what the future 
holds. He also urged them to consider Christ and His sacrifice 
for mankind when making those decisions. After the keynote 
address, the scholars were presented with certificates by 
Chairmen of the Board for the Monroe and West Monroe 
Chambers of Commerce. The Junior League of Monroe is 
a member of the Scholar’s Banquet Foundation, along with 
Chase Bank, The News-Star and the Monroe and West 
Monroe Chambers of Commerce. The Scholar’s Banquet Task 
Force provided an evening of delicious food, enlightening 
dialogue and celebration of exemplary students in Ouachita 
Parish who have worked hard for their entire school careers. 
The night ended with a prayer and much applause as the 
scholars’ recessional took them through the midst of the crowd 
of their loved ones and those who are proud of the bright 
future of the community. 

By: Alex Mancuso

Developing our Future
Research and Development has been busy this year researching 
new ideas for fund raising and developing a fantastic infographic 
to be used to promote the Junior League of Monroe and educate 
the community about our service. One emerging JLM fundraiser 
idea is a 5K run. Though the committee will break over the summer, 
next year the group will continue to look into various fundraising 
options.

“It has been a pleasure serving the Junior League 
as one of the board members. The ladies of the 
League bring unique and creative talents to our 
organization! It has definitely been a year to 

remember!” Faith Gremillion

Submitted by: Faith Gremillion

2015-2016 
Board of Directors

Thank You for Your Service!

Jenny Pankey, Ashley West, Mandy Green, Melissa Kiper, Tomi Tharp, 
Jan Mattingly, Heather Guillot, Faith Gremillion, Kara Devinney, 

Loretta Lemoine, Ashley Joiner, Therese Nagem
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Provisionals shape
           our future…
The Sustainers on Standby Board of Directors 
hosted the Annual Spring Social honoring the 
incoming 2016-2017 Provisional class on 
Thursday, April 7th. The event was held in the 
evening at the lovely home of Cydny Perry in 
Monroe. Heavy hot and cold hors d’oeuvres were 
served along with a variety of cold beverages. 
Sustainers, Active members and Provisionals alike 
enjoyed socializing, mingling throughout the 
home and onto the patio and gardens. The din 
of chatter filled each area of the social, quieting 
only for a while when President Jenny Pankey 
recognized the new Provisional Committee 
Members and then incoming Provisionals were 
introduced. Provisionals shape our future, and 
the event was a wonderful introduction to the 
traditions of the Junior League of Monroe.
By: Joann Powell
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Alyssa Allen
Lindsay Benjamin
Brittany Bennett
Cara-Marie Chandler
Kelcey Dodd
Cortney Gunn
Brooke Hogue

Haley Holley
Robin Johnson
Courtney Johnson
Keri Johnson
Hanna Laird
Laura Little
Naomi Mitchell

Cara Morrison
Hope Myers
Tiffany Olmstead
Lena Ormond
Haley Pulliam
Kristen Shambro
Ashley Simms

Dakota Smith
Crystal Strunk
Emma Thompson
Audrey Traxler
Megan Wasson
Summer Wiggins

Incoming (2016-2017) Provisional Class

Provisional Reception
1. Provisional group

2. Naomi Mitchell (Provisional), Cherry Coon, Joann 
Powell, Mandy Green

3. Crystal Strunk (Provisional), Joyce Priest, Allison Earl & 
Megan Wasson (Provisional)

4. Provisionals & Hollyn Breen

5. Melissa Kiper, Angie Nicholson & Allison Earl

6. Sustainers on Standby; Amy Norris Lisa Miller, 
Gretchen Dean & Kathy Hart enjoyed visiting at the 
reception this spring.

7. Mary Bernard & Shannon Pittard

8. Tomi Tharp & Kristen Shambro



Family & Party Pleaser
Scaramel Crunch in Celebrations on the Bayou is a simple 
recipe, and my kids really love it. It also works well if you are 
doing a popcorn bar for a baby or wedding shower. I made this 
as a treat at my niece’s baby shower. I placed the popcorn in 
colorful buckets with scoops so that guests could have their fill. It 
was a big hit. ~LaWanda Marshall

Ingredients:

Warm popcorn in 250° oven while making sauce. In a saucepan, mix 
sugar, butter, syrup, and salt. Bring to a boil, reduce heat and gently 
boil for 5 minutes.  Remove from heat and add soda. Mixture will foam. 
Pour sauce over popcorn, sprinkle nuts on top, and mix well. Put in 250° 
oven for 45 minutes, stirring every 15 minutes.  Pour on wax paper and 
let cool. Store in an air-tight container.

Warmth On a COOl Day
Venison Chili in Celebrations on the Bayou is one of my favorite 
recipes. As soon as there is a cool front I’m at my stove whipping 
up some Venison Chili. If I don’t have time to soak the beans I 
use frozen, and we can’t even tell a difference. It’s one of those 
recipes that gets better with age, you can make days in advance 
for an event on the weekend. Then when it comes time to serve 
your food you’re not slaving in the kitchen, you just reheat and 
you’re ready to go! It’s a Summerville family favorite! ~Chelsie 
Summerville

Ingredients:

Cover beans with water and soak 24 hours. Drain. In a large stock pot, 
combine beans, bacon drippings, garlic, onion, salt, pepper, cayenne, 
sugar, and water. Simmer uncovered until beans are tender, about 2 
hours, stirring occasionally. 
In a Dutch over, sauté onion and garlic in oil until tender. Add meat and 
brown. Pour off fat, then add flour, chili powder, cumin, and salt to meat, 
stirring well. Add water and tomato sauce and simmer uncovered 15 
minutes. Add meat mixture to beans. Bring to a boil, simmer on low heat 
uncovered for at least 2 more hours, stirring as needed to prevent sticking. 
Refrigerate. Reheat to serve. This freezes well and may be doubled. To 
ensure the best flavor, prepare chili at least 2-3 days prior to serving.
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Cotton Bayou Favorites ~ Recipes from the Past, Perfect for Today

Those of us in the Cotton Bayou Publications Committee are 
frequently asked, “What is your go-to recipe for a meal, a party, 
or entertaining guests?”  We are always glad to recommend 
a tried-and-true recipe or something that has become our new 
favorite.  Here is what we are cooking up in our kitchens:

COmFOrt FOOD at hOme Or On the GO
King Ranch Chicken from Cotton Country Collection is one of my 
favorite go-to recipes because it is easy, delicious, and freezes 
well. I’ve taken this comfort food staple to the beach or to family 
and friends who needed a home cooked meal. Pair it with a 
simple salad and you have a complete meal! ~Shannon Pittard

Ingredients:

Boil the hen in water seasoned with onion, celery, salt and pepper. Cut 
chicken into bite-sized pieces and reserve all stock. Chop onion and 
bell pepper, combine soups and grate cheese. Just before putting the 
casserole together, soak the frozen tortillas in boiling chicken stock until 
wilted. Start layering casserole in a 9 x 12 inch baking dish in this order: 
tortillas, chicken, onion, bell pepper, sprinkling to taste with chili powder 
and garlic salt, soup mixture and cheese. Repeat layers, being sure the 
tortillas are oozing with the stock. Cover the casserole with the Rotel 
tomatoes and all the juice.  Juices in the casserole should be about half 
of the depth of the dish, if not add a little more stock. May be made and 
frozen several days ahead, but always make at least one day ahead 
and refrigerate so the flavors will blend. Bake casserole uncovered at 
375°F for 30 minutes.

a neW FOunD FavOrite 
One of my new favorite recipes is out of Cooking in High Cotton, 
the Pecan Praline Muffins. I was asked to cook them for Spring 
Market and didn’t realize it is more like eating a small cake then 
a muffin. My family now requests them often, and they are super 
quick and easy to make! Don’t forget to catch them right out of 
the oven with some ice cream to mix it up. ~Betsey Breard

Ingredients:

Preheat the over to 300°F. Mix the brown sugar, flour, baking powder, 
salt and pecans in a bowl. Stir in the eggs, vanilla, and butter. Fill 
greased or paper-lined muffin cups one-half full. Bake for 25 minutes or 
until the muffins test done. 

3 to 4 pound hen 
1 onion for stock 
1 or 2 ribs of celery for stock 
salt and pepper 
1 onion, chopped 
1 large bell pepper, chopped 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 

1 can cream of chicken soup 
½ grated cheese 
chili powder 
garlic salt 
1 package frozen tortillas 
1 can Rotel tomatoes & chilies, 
undrained

5 quarts popped, unsalted 
popcorn 
2 cups brown sugar 
1 cup butter 
½ cup light corn syrup 

1 t salt 
½ t baking soda 
1 cup pecan halves (or roasted 
peanuts)

Beans: 
1 pound package red beans 
Bacon drippings 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 onion, chopped 

1 T salt 
1 T black pepper 
1 t cayenne 
1 t sugar 
8 cups water

Chili:
¼ cup oil 
1 onion, chopped 
1 clover, garlic, chopped 
2 pounds ground venison 
3 heaping t flour 

2 T chili powder 
2 T cumin 
2 t salt 
6 cups hot water 
1 8-oz can tomato sauce

1 cup packed light brown sugar 
½ cup all-purpose flour 
¼ t baking powder 
¼ t salt 

1 cup pecans, chopped 
2 eggs 
½ t vanilla 
2 T Butter, melted
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CrOWD Pleaser salaD siDe Or the main COurse

A crowd pleaser is the Strawberry Spinach Salad from Cooking 
in High Cotton. I just love the Lemon Poppyseed Dressing, and 
the feta gives the salad a slightly tangy, salty flavor that balances 
the sweetness from the strawberries. It makes a great side salad 
served with a main dish or add some grilled chicken, and it 
becomes the main dish! Both of these recipes won’t disappoint! 
~Ashton Mintz

Lemon Poppyseed Dressing:

To prepare the dressing, whisk the lemon zest, lemon juice, oil, vinegar, 
sugar, and poppy seeds in a small bowl until blended. Chill, covered, 
until ready to serve. 

Salad:

To prepare the salad, preheat the oven to 350°. Spread the pecans 
in a single layer on a baking sheet. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until 
lightly toasted. Remove from the oven to cool. Cut the strawberries into 
thin slices. Score the cucumber lengthwise and remove the seeds. Cut 
the cucumber into slices. Place the spinach in a large salad bowl. Add 
the strawberries, cucumber, red onion and cheese. Whisk the dressing. 
Pour over the salad and toss gently to coat. Sprinkle with the pecans and 
serve immediately.

½ t lemon zest 
2 T fresh lemon juice 
1 T vegetable oil 

2 T white wine vinegar 
# cup sugar 
1 t poppy seeds

¼ cup chopped pecans 
8 oz strawberries (1½ cup) 
1 cucumber 

6 oz. Baby spinach 
¼ cup thinly sliced red onion 
Feta cheese to taste

½ cup butter 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs beaten 
1½ cup flour 
1 t baking soda 
½ t salt 

1 cup mashed bananas (about 
3) 
½ cup sour cream 
1 t vanilla 
½ cup chopped nuts

the DOuble-PleasinG Dessert anD breakFast

I first discovered this recipe when someone featured it in a local 
paper in Monroe. Since then, it has been the perfect go-to 
recipe when I have company. The Sour Cream Banana Bread 
(Celebrations on the Bayou) is very moist, tasty, and sweet 
enough to be a dessert, but not too sweet, so it also makes a 
great breakfast accompaniment. I like to double the recipe so 
that I can have left overs. One slice for you and your company 
is not enough, and it lasts several days refrigerated. I have 
created many fans for this banana bread. One tip: I like doing 
a combination of mashed and partially mashed bananas for 
more texture. ~Cynthia Rodriguez

Ingredients:

Cream butter and sugar, add eggs, and mix well. Sift flour, soda, 
and salt and combine with the butter mixture. Add bananas, sour 
cream, and vanilla, and stir well. Add nuts. Pour into greased 9x5x3 
loaf pan or several small loaf pans. Bake 350° oven for 1 hour. 

Submitted by: Cynthia Rodriguez
Reported by: Sarah Bunn

Staying Connected 
The Technology Committee has been hard at work this year ensuring members are recognized for their achievements and aware of 
upcoming events. The committee maintained JLM presence on social media, the website, and with the weekly edition of Technology 
Tuesday. Blanche Betz said that, “Technology Tuesday was implemented to gather all the information for JLM members in one place 
so it could be communicated. It was decided it was best to send one email a week that encompassed all happenings instead 
of multiple emails.” In the coming year, Technology will be updating member information on the website for the upcoming year, 
gathering information, performing the work necessary for the JLM yearbook, and continuing to communicate information out to our 
members. Cherry Coon was most proud of the rollout of Digital Cheetah as our web platform and the implementation of Technology 
Tuesday. When asked if committee chair Cherry Coon had any words of farewell to her committee she stated, “It is sad to leave 
the Technology Committee, but I do know that Blanche has and will continue to do an awesome job. I can’t wait to see what she 
brings to the committee. I have enjoyed working with each of you. It has been an adventure getting Digital Cheetah up and running.”

Submitted by: Blanche Betz and Cherry Coon

Reported by: Jessica Louque
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League 
      Strong ~ Done In A Day
Volunteering is the heart of Junior League of Monroe, and 
the Done In a Day Committee was hard at work planning 
and facilitating volunteer opportunities this spring. League 
members prepped and served meals at the Soup Kitchen 
and Allison Bowman “had a wonderful time with such a 
hardworking and devoted group of ladies!” Members also 
volunteered at the Cinderella Project event which helps at 
risk high school girls pick out prom dresses. Other events 
they assisted with were Ballet Under the Stars, which helps 
to support the Twin City Ballet Company, and another DIAD 
opportunity was to help set up for the annual Life Choices 
Banquet. 

DIAD Chair Kathryn Bagley said that the committee has 
already gotten a head start on opportunities for next year. 
On May 14 they helped out with the Dragon Boat races 
which raised money for Early Head Start. The committee had 
members arrive early to set up for the event and check race 
team members in while other JL volunteers spent their time 
down by the boats helping the rowers in and out of the boats.  
The committee also helped the Ronald McDonald House with 
the Ouachita River Big Bass Tournament on June 11-12, a 
great early opportunity to meet the requirement as the new 
year launches. 

Looking back on her year as the DIAD chair Kathryn said, “I 
am truly thankful for everyone on my committee who worked 
hard to make all the events that we volunteered with come 
together! There was a lot of communicating back and forth 
with everyone and all my members were on top of their 
game. So thank ya’ll for making my first year helping with this 
committee so smooth and being patient with me as I learned 
things along the way.”

Submitted by: Kathryn Bagley
Reported by: Jessica Louque

Members at the Dragon Boat Races- Cynthia Rodriguez, Kathryn Bagley, Carol-Anne Barnes, and Loretta Lemoine

Members spent time in early June helping at with the Ronald McDonald House Big Bass tournament

Members working registration at the Dragon Boat Races- 
Alex Barham, Emily McGee, and Betsy Beard (left)

Members help out at the Soup Kitchen (below) L to R 
top, Ashley Hattaway Kilpatrick, Tomi Tharp, Dana Tarver, Allison 
Bowman, Angie Baldwin, and Angie Nicholson

bottom L to R, Anya Fulco, Simran Dhaliwal Emaus, Kathryn 
Bagley, Sarah Bunn, Kelli Cole, and Andria Hall-Oby
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LUNCH DINNER
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 11:00 - 2:30 THURSDAY - SATURDAY 5:00 - 9:00

1623 N. 18 Street, Monroe  |   318.388.2228   | Private Room Available  | To-Go Orders  |  vieuxcarremarket.com

Wines | Gourmet Meats | Craft Beers     Fresh Baked Bread | Casseroles | Cheeses

EAT 
FRESH      LOCAL

THIS 
SUMMER
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Do we still need public 
libraries?
Good question.
Some people think that the Internet and the all-
encompassing digital age it brought means that we 
don’t. After all, information is available to anyone, at 
any time, with access to a computer. So just Google 
it!
Standing in opposition to that simplistic argument is 
a movement that views the expansion of the role of 
public libraries as incredibly important to our society 
and culture. Here’s what the Aspen Institute says in 
a report calling for a “re-envisioning” of the public 
library.
“But this new world of ‘information plenty’ creates new, 
essential skills, such as the ability to gain value from 
information and produce new knowledge. Access to 
digital networks and digital literacy skills are essential 
for full participation in modern society. Economic, 
educational, civic and social opportunities are tied 
to a whole new set of knowledge and skills that 
barely existed a generation ago, and people without 
these skills or access to this information abundance 
are quickly left behind. Public libraries can be at the 
center of these changes: a trusted community resource 
and an essential platform for learning, creativity and 
innovation in the community.”
At the heart of the re-envisioning (also known as 
“reimagining”) movement is a goal already embraced 
by many Junior Leagues – making the public library 
a vital center of the community in ways that go well 
beyond the physical structure of the building, with its 
stacks of books and rows of reading tables.
For example, the Junior League of Sacramento has 
partnered with the Sacramento Public Library to use 
gardens to educate Sacramento-area families on 
healthy food choices and nutrition. Each Read & Feed 

Teaching and Demonstration Garden serves as a 
focal point for community activities that bring diverse 
community members together across culturally different 
backgrounds.
The Junior League of Summit is supporting an initiative 
of the Summit Public Library to bring together diverse 
groups of Spanish- and English-speaking families to 
the library. Among JLS’ contributions was sponsoring a 
book fair to raise funds to purchase Spanish language 
books for the library.
The Junior League of Birmingham (AL) partners with 
the Birmingham Public Library’s Family Place Library, 
part of a national network of children’s librarians who 
believe that literacy begins at birth and that libraries 
can help build healthy communities by nourishing 
healthy families. A grant from JLB was instrumental in 
helping to jumpstart the initiative in Birmingham, and 
League members are active volunteers in day-to-day 
operations.
Other Leagues are bringing libraries out into the 
community in innovative ways.
The Junior League of Sioux City and the Junior League 
of Bristol are participating in a national program called 
Little Free Library that creates “take a book, return a 
book” gathering places where neighbors share their 
favorite literature and stories.
And the Junior League of Tampa is bringing books 
and readers to neighborhoods in need through a 
refurbished school bus called MILO (for Mobile 
Interactive Literacy Opportunity), in partnership with 
the Children’s Board of Hillsborough County and the 
Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library. In addition 
to matching kids with books they will want to read 
over and over, MILO gets parents involved in teaching 
reading skills through art activities and character-led 
reading.

This article was originally published in connected, an official publication 
of The Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc., and has been 
reprinted with permission.



35

C
H

A
R

LO
N

S
 —

 su
m

m
e

r 2
0

1
6

One in Eight Women will be Diagnosed  
with Breast Cancer in Her Lifetime*

812-PINK (7465) stfran.com

Following the American Cancer Society’s and the Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure’s guidelines for the early detection of breast cancer for most adults: 

• Annual mammograms beginning at age 40
• Clinical breast exam every 3 years beginning at ages 20-30, and annually from age 40
• Breast self awareness—know what is normal for you and report any change promptly to  

your healthcare provider

Screening mammograms can be scheduled Mon–Fri, 7am–4:30pm at Kitty DeGree Breast 

Health Center or Mon-Fri, 9am-4:15p at Kitty DeGree Breast Health Imaging by calling (318) 

812-PINK, or simply walk in at either location. A healthcare provider’s order is required. 

*National Cancer Institute, American Cancer Society, Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

Healthcare Centered on You

2600 Tower Dr.  •  (318) 966-6200  •  stfran.com

• Cardiac Rehabilitation
• Diabetes & Nutrition Center
• Drive-Through Pharmacy 
• Imaging Services

• Laboratory Services
• Occupational Medicine
• Physician Offices
• Rehabilitation

• and the new St. Francis Urgent Care Clinic

The Next Generation of Healthcare.

ST. FRANCIS
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady Health System

St. Francis Community Health Center provides  
a wide range of outpatient services including:
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Activities
Sarah Cox - Chair
Nikki Bolton - Asst Chair
Abby Comeaux
Allison Comeaux
Ashlie Hennessy
Christine Michener
Talitha Elliott

Admissions 
Katherine Flowers - Chair
Dana Tarver
Ashley Hubenthal

Community Impact
Joann Powell - Chair
Andria Hall-Oby
Simran Emaus
Rebecca Johnson
Rachel Rodgers
Kimberly Benton
Alissa Russell
Jennifer Lizenby
Holly Allen

Charlons
Rachael Nibblett - Co-Chair
Jessica Louque - Co-Chair
Amanda Heikkila
Amy Lange
Alex Mancuso
Sarah Bunn

Cotton Bayou
Betsy Beard--Chair
Ashley Norred
Jessica Brady
Julie Morris
LaWanda Marshall
Mary Kathryn Barham
Tara Ambrose

DIAD
Kelli Cole - Chair
Alexandra Barham
Allison Bowman
Brandy Jones
Kathryn Bagley
Melinda Minniefield
Kandice Hunter
Tiffany Rials

Education Task Force
Lauren Voorhees - Chair
Chelsie Summerville - Asst Chair
Carmen Wright
Charlene Sulllivan
Colandra Smith
Jacquiela Dorsey
Lindsey Roberts
Sadye Richert
Terri Bursey-Agugua

Families Can’t Wait
Mallory Williams - Chair

Fund Development
Kelsey Laudenheimer - Chair
Emily Eberts - Asst Chair
Suhan Wallace

House & Arrangements
Loretta Lemoine, Chair
JJ Wyatt
Julie Hansen
Lindsey Ingram
Shelva Thomas

Marketing & PR 
Mary Francis Siggers - Chair
Erin Muranovic
Roxi Mackens
Sara Chauhan

Nominating
Katharine Spires - Chair
Melissa Kiper - Pres- Elect
Stephanie Bryant
Carmen Wright
Katherine Flowers
Melinda Rigsby
Sarah Raymond

Research & Development 
Samantha Combs - Chair
Charlotte Shaw
Victoria Fisher

Placement  
Katharine Spires - Chair
Sarah Raymond
Ashton Mintz
Kerri James
Krista Nelson
Melinda Rigsby
Shannon Pittard
Stephanie Bryant
Allison Earl
Melissa Kiper

Spring Market 
Hollyn Breen - Co-Chair
Joyce Priest Co- Chair
Stephanie Durham Co-Chair
Lindsey Swander Co-Chair
Jennifer Morris
Gretchen Tiser
Juanita Woods
Keely Kennedy
Kelly Gauthier
Laura Gibbs
Lisa Ellington
Lisa Hammett
Megan Council
Veronica Knight
Morgan Johnston

TLC
Sylver Malta - Co-Chair
Amy Clark - Co-Chair
Ilana Wahlder
Jessica Kepper
Kelsi Dickerson
Landyn Young
Leigh Liles
Leslie Hughes
Sarah Ewing
Sarah Nerren
Stephanie Howell

JLM Technology 
Blanche Betz - Chair
Carol Barnes
Dana Ryan
Kristin Wyble

Education & Training
Emily McGee - Chair
Ashanti Jones - Asst Chair
Joyce Powell
Stephanie Arvie

Provisionals 
Allison Earl - Chair
Brittany Hayes - Asst Chair
Angela Grubbs
Faith Gremillion
Robynn Hodnett
  
JLM Board
Ashley West, President
Melissa Kiper, President - Elect
Jan Mattingly, Fin VP
Heather Guillot, Community VP
Cydni Hanks, Mem Dev VP
Meghan Sharp, Comm VP
Angie Nicholson, Corresp Secretary
Cherry Coon , Asst Fin VP
Therese Nagem, Plan & Res VP
Tomi Tharp, Fund Dev VP
Jodee Bruyninckx, Adv Plan Chair
Katharine Spires, Nom & Place.

2016-2017
Junior League of Monroe Placements

jpowell3
Highlight
Nikki Bolton Eidt

jpowell3
Highlight
Talitha Smith-Elliott

jpowell3
Highlight
Rachel Niblett

jpowell3
Highlight
Allison Bowman Williams

jpowell3
Highlight
Carol-Anne Barnes
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1. create a “holiday” in honor of 
someone

2. box 50-100 cut-out hearts with 
messages included on them as pick-
me-ups

3. give compliments, don’t just think 
them

4. send mail to someone home bound

5. give to others

6. when going to the store, ask if you 
can get things for others to save them 
a trip

7. collect soda can tabs or bottles to 
donate

8. check on seniors in your 
neighborhood

9. leave a surprise note or sketch in your 
child’s or spouse’s lunch

10. make an extra portion of dinner or 
dessert for someone in need

11. offer drinks to postal carrier, garbage 
man, etc.

12. after wedding or event donate 
flowers to a hospital or nursing home

13. you could also send flowers to nurses 
for their service

14. tell someone the truth, even if it’s hard

15. send a thank you card to someone 
who’s made a difference in your life

16. give blood

17. join a bone marrow registry

18. have an extra umbrella handy on 
rainy days

19. listen, don’t interrupt

20 take a cute photo of someone and 
mail, email or text it to them

21. do something special that you know 
your significant other will appreciate

22. encourage someone with their 
dreams

23. say “yes” to someone

24. donate your stuff instead of saving it 
for years to come

25. remember everyone is important; 
greet people by name

27. when out to eat, pay for someone’s 
dinner

28. offer a ride to someone in need

29. call your parents

30. put your phone away

31. hang out with the person who just 
moved to town

32. each time you get a piece of new 
clothing, donate an old one

33. leave a great server an awesome tip

34. bring a treat to work (doughnuts, fruit, 
etc.)

35. smile at someone just because

36. forgive someone and never bring up 
the issue again

37. become a “big brother” or “big 
sister”

38. let the person in line behind you with 
only a few items go ahead of you 
and your full basket

39. give someone a book you think 
they’d like

40. bring in fun office supplies to liven up 
the day

41. give someone a hug

42. call your grandparents

43. donate old eyeglasses

44. volunteer at your child’s school

45. relay an overheard compliment

46. baby sit for a single mom, for free

47. adopt a rescue pet

48. hold the elevator

49. say thank you to a janitor

50. talk to someone at work whom 
you’ve not spoken to before

51. send dessert to another table

52. help an elderly neighbor take out the 
trash or mow their lawn

53. tell your siblings or parents how much 
you appreciate them

54. purchase some extra dog or cat food 
and drop it by the animal shelter

55. plant a tree

56. bring a security guard a cup of 
coffee

57. wash someone’s car

58. dog or cat sit for free

59. make two lunches and give one 
away

60. reduce air pollution by carpooling

61. be encouraging

62. help someone struggling with heavy 
bags

63. take all your change to Coinstar and 
donate it to a charity

64. buy lemonade from a kid’s lemonade 
stand

65. be kind to the customer service rep 
on the phone, it’s not their fault

66. be patient

67. clean someone’s windshield

68. make plans with that person you’ve 
been putting off

69. return the shopping cart when you’ve 
unloaded your bags

70. buy a small gift for someone, just 
because

71. let another car merge in front of you, 
or stop to let a pedestrian cross

72. if you print in internet coupon before 
going to the store, print a few extras 
to give to other shoppers

73. sign up to be an organ donor

74. if someone appears to be lost, offer 
help; don’t wait for them to ask

75. carry around a $5 gift card for 
someone who does something 
awesome

76. bring courtesy back, hold the door 
open for others

77. pick up trash at a park or playground

78. send someone an e-card, just 
because

79. bring your spouse coffee in bed

80. ask others, sincerely, what you can 
do to help

81. walk your neighbor’s dog

82. treat a friend to the movies for no 
reason

83. be empathetic, really try to put 
yourself in the other person’s shoes

84. help your friends or family move

85. help someone whose car has broken 
down

85 Random Acts of Kindness
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Random Acts
            of Kindness
Junior League President Jenny Pankey challenged member-
ship to do random acts of kindness this spring by giving out 
poker chip with an idea of an act of kindness and a list of 
ideas. We have reprinted the list in this issue as a cut out 
bookmark at the front of this issue. In honor of her year of 
giving, we would like to share some of the acts of kindness 
Jenny inspired:

•	 “I saw an LDCC adjunct instructor at my coffee 
place. I could have turned around and left, but I let 
him know how much his students appreciated what 
he does for them (they talk to me in the library). 
College instructors don’t always get positive 
feedback. He had been feeling discouraged.”

•	 “Mine was to learn about another person’s culture. I 
learned about my 4 Nepalese students.” 

•	 Kelli Cole was touched that when her house 
flooded, Ashley West brought her food and her 
husband Frederick along with Ashlie Hennesey and 
her husband helped them move.

•	 “I washed many, many loads of clothes and stuffed 
animals in one day for a person whose home 
flooded so that they did not mildew”. 

•	 “I bought one of my kids I work with lunch and 
brought it to her while she was doing community 
service and stayed and ate with her.”

•	 “I volunteered with the Northeast Louisiana Food 
Bank putting together backpacks for children this 
year so they wouldn’t be hungry over the summer.”

•	 “When Jenny gave out random acts of kindness 
poker chips at meeting, it inspired me to help a 
senior citizen learn how to operate her Comcast 
remote.” 

•	 “My poker chip act of kindness was to hug a 
stranger!”

•	 “I was on my way into St Francis Hospital one busy 
lunch break to visit a fellow League member and 
her new baby. I noticed an elderly staff member 
struggling across the street with a cart piled high 
with boxes.  As I feared the cart tipped and nearly 
half of the boxes set sail in the wind.  I rushed over 
to help him start restacking.  He thanked me over 
and over again, and two nurses who stopped 
to helped even thanked me.  I couldn’t quite 
understand why they were thanking me, but I later 
thought it might be because they don’t often see 
others helping those in need.  I thought to myself 
that I have probably been guilty plenty of times of 

passing right by someone in need.  Wouldn’t we 
all make such a difference if we stopped to help 
someone just once every day.”

•	 “Though it’s not completely random my friend Levi 
needs a kidney badly due to a disease he was 
born with. He had a transplant when we were 
in high school and he needs another one. So I 
created a Facebook page and stickers with cute 
slogans trying to spread the word that we are in 
search of a match.”

•	 “I prepared gift package and cards from my 
students for Caroline Grigson who is a cancer 
patient.”

•	 “I made an appreciation package for a special co-
worker.”

•	 “While taking part in the Provisionals project, I used 
my ring sling to carry the 6 month old son of one 
of our guests. He fell asleep in the carrier shortly 
and I was able to interact with the ladies and eat 
lunch while carrying him. His mom asked me about 
it and where she could get one. She also had 2 
other young children to care for and mentioned that 
it would be a huge help to be able to wear him in 
something like my carrier. Once he woke, I took 
him out and showed her how to use the carrier. I 
also told her that she needed it more than I did, so 
she could take it with her at the end of the day. Her 
excitement and smile were worth more than the cost 
of the sling!”

•	 “I secretly paid off a co-workers dentist bill during 
the holidays. I knew she was stressed out over her 
financial position, and I wanted to help her without 
her knowing it was from me. So I told her dentist 
office just to tell her a “Christmas angel paid off her 
balance.”

•	 “I made dinner for a friend who just had a new 
child (well I did this for about 5 friends in the past 
year).” 

•	 “One day, when I was in line at a fast food place, I 
picked up the stranger’s bill who was waiting in line 
behind me (didn’t know the person, just wanted to 
make their day.)”

•	 “I took my children to go sandbag during the 
flood.”

•	 “My husband and I cashed out rewards points and 
secretly gave them to someone we know who lost 
everything in the flooding this spring.” 

•	 “I helped build a ramp for a friend’s home after her 
child was injured and has to be in a wheelchair.”

•	 “I stopped and gave an ungifted/extra tin of treats I 
had from teacher appreciation to a homeless man.”



School of Health Sciences, Natural Sciences, & Math 
Barber Styling | Forensic Science & Technology | LA Transfer 
of Science | Nurse Assistant | Paramedic (EMT) | Patient  
Care Technician | Practical Nursing | Registered Nursing  
| Respiratory Therapy
 School of Industrial Sciences 
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration | Automotive Technology | 
Carpentry | CNC Specialist | Diesel Powered Equipment Technology 

| Drafting and Design Technology | Electrician | Industrial Electron-
ics Technology | Industrial Instrumentation Technology | Industrial 
Maintenance Technology | Process Technology | Welding 
School of Liberal Arts & Business Technology 
Business and Technology | Business Office Administration | 
Care and Development of Young Children | General Studies 
| ICT: Computer Networking Support | LA Transfer of Arts | 
Teaching

Bastrop • Jonesboro • Lake Providence • Monroe • Tallulah •  West Monroe • Winnsboro
www.ladelta.edu • 318-345-9000

Programs of StudyPrograms of Study
FALL REGISTRATION OPEN NOW!
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